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Wimbledon Society questions for the local elections in May 2022 
 
Merton Green Party response 
 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to respond to your questions.  We have not 
completed our discussions on our manifesto so some of our responses indicate our 
thinking rather than a clear commitment. 
 
1. To what extent do you regard as important the Protection of all defined open 
spaces in the Borough from development (eg the Wimbledon Golf Course land)? 
 
Merton Green Party regards the protection of all defined open space as of 
paramount importance. These spaces should be preserved and protected for 
generations to come. This is for a number of reasons: 
 

• In an urban environment green space is important for residents’ mental and 
physical health and well being, this was an important lesson from the 
pandemic.   

 

• All green spaces mitigate against carbon emissions and air pollution, thus 
reducing the impact of climate change and increasing the population’s health.  

 

• Green spaces also allow flora and fauna to flourish, ensuring biodiversity. 
 

• Green spaces are necessary to mitigate against heat island effect in built up 
areas.  This will become increasingly important with the impact of climate 
change and the increase in heat waves. 

 
The Green Party objected to the development of the Wimbledon Golf Course land 
(copy enclosed). 
 

2. Will you approve the setting up of a Neighbourhood Forum in Wimbledon, so 
that local people can produce their own Neighbourhood Plan?   

Merton Green Party supports the development of Neighbourhood Plans, and such 
fora are vital to encourage engagement from the residents. 
 
 
3. Will you ensure that the public is brought into the creative design process early at 
the start of significant new development (as the NPPF says) rather than, as now, 
excluded, and then only given 3 weeks to “object”. 
 
Merton Green Party supports this approach.  Local development is an opportunity to 
address and solve problems in a holistic way. The input of the community at the 
earliest stage is vital in order to understand the interplay between the different needs 
and aspirations of different groups. The design process should then identify 
synergies and efficient ways to meet these needs and requirements simultaneously. 
Done properly, this is the most impactful and cost effective way to benefit from 
valuable investment.   
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4. What are your proposals for driving forward the retrofitting of the Borough’s 
housing stock to meet national energy standards, responding to the Climate 
Emergency. 
 
This is a key area that has to be tackled by the council.  In view of the fact that the 
London Borough of Merton has declared a climate emergency we would expect the 
council to take responsibility for reducing emissions from council properties; support 
other housing providers and freeholders to take action in their own properties; and 
ensure developers are building sustainable energy solutions into new developments.  
 
This could be an opportunity to create jobs in Merton.  The council could support the 
training and upskilling of workers required to carry the work out. 
 
The party is looking at what is being done elsewhere. There is for example “Warmer 
Sussex”, an ambitious home retrofit programme.  Green councillors would insist that 
the council addressed the issue of retrofitting all homes in the borough.  Council 
housing stock is under the management of housing associations but the council must 
work with them to ensure that properties are retrofitted.  
 
Green councillors would push for the development of a local Environmental Loan 
Fund. This could be made available at very low rates of interest to all residents 
wishing to retrofit their homes to reduce their use of energy, and save on future 
energy bills. As residents repaid their loans the money would be returned to the fund 
so that other residents could benefit. 
 
These proposals would help the Borough to meet its carbon reduction targets and 
save on residents’ bills.   
 
During the current energy crisis, when bills are poised to soar, investment in 
renewable energy and retrofitting housing seems an obvious solution. It would 
reduce carbon emissions, reduce energy costs, and move the country away from 
dependence on oil and gas and the unpredictable costs associated with it. 
  
5. The Borough is losing trees faster than they are being replaced: what are your 
proposals for halting this decline? 
 
Will you endorse the Society’s ‘Trees 2050’ approach? 
 
The ‘Trees 2050’ strategy is an excellent document – we cannot improve on it 
 
6. The current Council Plan for Wimbledon Town Centre is dominated by “developer 
thinking”, seen by many as being against the clear wishes of local people. 
What do you propose to do about this? 
Will pedestrianisation, lower buildings, more housing and less offices be a part of 
your thinking?  (see for example the Society’s Vision 2040 plan). 
 
Merton Green Party agrees that the current Council Plan for Wimbledon Town centre 
is too narrow in its breadth and thinking.  The vision for the town centre, as described 
by the Wimbledon Society, is bold and imaginative. 
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The Merton Green Party response on the plans for Wimbledon Town Centre in the 
Local Plan consultation was brief, calling for more public spaces and the planting of 
species that improve air quality and biodiversity.  We supported the suggestion to 
plant more street trees in the ground along the Broadway, creating an urban corridor. 
We noted the Urban Greening described in the London Plan (London Plan 8.2.5), 
supported the London Plan’s suggestion that “adding planters, street trees or 
climbers to existing spaces is a key priority’, and noted that greening with trees has 
multiple benefits, from visual and calming appeal, shelter from radiation and rain, to 
carbon absorption and release of oxygen and water vapour, improving both air 
quality and humidity. 
 
We commented on the height of buildings in general: “We would ask that 10 storeys 
be the maximum height for any further developments. Increased building height is 
associated with increased efficiency (and hence lowering of emissions) during the 
use phase of the building’s lifecycle. However, buildings exceeding circa 10 storeys 
are complex engineering feats, typically requiring dramatically inflated quantities of 
energy-intensive materials like performance steel and concrete due to the 
disproportionate strain caused as height increases. As such, these buildings often 
have unacceptably high embedded energy and carbon, that will take decades to be 
offset by efficiency gains.”  
 
While we are in favour of high density buildings as we do not want green spaces 
covered up by concrete, we do not favour high rise buildings in the centre of 
Wimbledon.  They would dwarf the existing buildings and cast shadow over an area 
which is currently a public space where people can meet up and enjoy being out of 
doors. 
 
7, How important to you is it to have an Arts Centre/Concert Hall in Wimbledon 
town centre, and will you engage positively with the promoters of the scheme on the 
Council’s Hartfield Road site? 
 
Wimbledon’s transport infrastructure is very well placed to support such an addition. 
Merton Green Party would support a building which was a well designed, multi 
purpose building which would benefit a wide range of people.  We would support 
such a building if it could showcase the frontiers of ecological, economic, 
inspirational design principles, thereby not just being an enjoyable space for all, but 
communicating to and educating the community in how buildings can serve nature 
too. 
 
8.  Please add any other points that you wish to make. 
 
Air Quality 
 
Merton Green Party is very concerned about air quality in Merton.  We are 
considering what could be done by the council to reduce the air pollution in 
Wimbledon Town Centre.  We support the “smart road pricing” being advocated by 
the Green Party London Assembly members as the most effective solution. This 
would be a fair way of addressing car use and would raise money for Transport for 
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London.  We are considering what other measures the council could introduce that 
would help. 
 
 
Waste management 
 
Merton Council has downgraded targets in the Veolia contract and the South London 
Waste Partnership have increased the amount of waste that the incinerator in 
Beddington is allowed to burn.  
  
Merton Green Party is deeply concerned about the Council’s handling of waste  
management in the borough. There is widespread dissatisfaction about the litter and 
fly-tipping on our streets and in our green spaces. The current contracts with Veolia 
and Viridor are not fit for purpose. We believe the Council should work with the rest 
of the South London Waste Partnership to renegotiate the terms. Public awareness 
of the need to reduce, reuse and recycle is higher than ever and Merton residents 
deserve a system that is fit for purpose. 
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