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ASIF MALIK reports on a 
satisfying conclusion to 
one of the Society’s longest 
running campaigns.

A WALK DOWN to the 
end of Sunnyside, a quiet 
cul-de-sac off Ridgway, will 
show a patch of newly laid 
tarmac. On this spot stood, 
until the middle of January, 
a remarkable Victorian 
edifice. Cylindrical in shape, 
about 90cm in diameter 
and 2.5 metres high, the cast 
iron structure contained 
equipment that enabled 
electricity to be introduced 
into houses and was part of 
the apparatus of the electricity 
company run by the old 
Borough of Wimbledon. A 
plaque on its side identifies 
the manufacturer as the 
British Electric Transformer 
Company of Hayes, Middlesex, 
a company registered in 
1903. This indicates that the 
transformer was built in early 
20th c. It is Grade II listed.

It is not clear when the 
transformer went out of use. 
A 1978 photograph shows the 
unit in a good state of repair. 
However, it is likely that by 
this time it was redundant as 
new technologies emerged. It 
is apparent that the structure 
suffered much neglect over 

the years, prompting some 
well-meaning amateur 
attempts to paint the unit.

Members of the Society 
started taking an interest 
in the edifice in the 80s, 
embarking on a vigorous 
campaign to seek a full 
professional renovation some 
eight years ago. Our first 
challenge was to establish 

its ownership. As it stood 
on the public highway, did 
the Council own it? Another 
suggestion was that ownership 
was ‘at large’. We persisted 
and our efforts were rewarded 
when it emerged that the 
owner is UK Power Networks 
(UKPN). With experience 
of historic structures and 
knowledge of conservation 

techniques, we engaged with 
UKPN to encourage a full 
renovation. We advised that 
Listed Building Consent 
would be required. The poor 
state of the cast iron would 
need specialist assessment 
and a detailed specification 

for the conservation. UKPN 
took this on board and 
commissioned experienced 
professionals to assess the 
state of the unit, draw up 
meticulous specifications for 
the renovation, and to obtain 
Listed Building Consent.

The professional team 
considered the best method 
for a proper restoration 
was to carefully remove the 
structure from its location 
in Sunnyside and transport 
it to the workshop of a 
specialist metal 

Transforming the Transformer

The casing is loaded onto a lorry for restoration

(contd p3)

First, the equipment 
inside the unit, 
weighing about 400 
kg, was lifted out. 
While somewhat 
rusty, and covered 
in debris, the 
components 
appeared to be in 
sound condition. 
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Chairman’s 
view

SINCE OUR LAST Newsletter we have lost Monica 
Ellison, who sadly died in December. Monica was a 
member for 40 years and part of our editorial team 
until very recently. She is much missed.

As my four-year term as Chairman draws to a close, I 
reflect on how the Society has met its challenges in that 
period. For nearly half that time we have endured the 
restrictions of the Covid pandemic and varying degrees 
of lockdown. I commend all our subcommittees on the 
way they have managed to progress the Society’s work 
in spite of these inconveniences. Like the population 
at large, we are learning to live with Covid, and most 
meetings now take place in person.

In the past four years we committed to two major 
projects. The first was to develop a new website for the 
Society and Museum, and this was accomplished in July 
2020. The challenge now is to keep the website fresh, 
with new content, of interest to our members. A new 
editorial subcommittee has been set up under Kevin 
O’Neil’s leadership to achieve this.

The second huge project has been refurbishment of our 
Museum. I am pleased to report that this is progressing 
well. The base-build, generously undertaken by the 
Village Hall Trust at its own expense, is nearly complete. 
We hope soon to be able to start installing the new 
displays, and to re-open the Museum in late Spring.

Four years ago, I expressed a hope that the Society 
might campaign more about issues that concern us. I 
am delighted about the progress of our campaign to 
restore the Sunnyside Transformer. On the other hand, 
our campaign to persuade Merton to provide a site for a 
new Concert Hall has yet to bear fruit.

We are still actively campaigning to prevent 
development of the golf course in Wimbledon Park. 
When Merton Council sold the freehold to the AELTC, 
it obliged the Club to enter into covenants which would 
prevent development. It is regrettable that the Council 
is still unwilling openly to commit to enforcing those 
covenants. The Society will continue to work with 
national and local organisations, and politicians, to 
protect this precious, historic parkland.

We asked the main political parties for their views on 
these and other issues, ahead of May’s local elections, 
and you will find their answers in these pages.

JEREMY HUDSON

https://twitter.com/wimsoc
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Wimbledon International Music Festival
ANTHONY WILKINSON  
looks back at the 2021 
Festival and forward to 2022.

THE WIMBLEDON 
International Music Festival 
2021 took place on November 
4–28, and thanks are due to 
everyone who defied the threat 
of Covid and came along in 
considerable numbers. Despite 
the late publicity, sales were 90 
percent of normal.

2021 brought some 
memorable moments, like 
the almost two minute 
silence following solo 
violinist Viktoria Mullova’s 
monumental performance of 
Bach’s Chaconne. Sir Willard 
White enchanted with a series 
of songs from America’s deep 

conservation company. There, 
a careful assessment could 
be carried out, including an 
appraisal of the damage to the 
cast iron and a paint analysis 
to discover the original 
colours under the many layers 
applied over the years. On a 
sunny day in January, a large 
lorry turned up in Sunnyside, 
and skilled workmen set 
about their job. First, the 
equipment inside the unit, 
weighing about 400 kg, was 
lifted out. While somewhat 
rusty, and covered in debris, 
the components appeared to 
be in sound condition. The 
plan is for a thorough clean-
up before re-installation 
inside the renovated unit.

The next task was to prise 
the main cast iron casing 
out of the ground, and to 
load it on to the lorry. The 
robust nature of the cast 
iron elements meant the 
casing came out in one piece, 
ready for its facelift. The 
casing will be thoroughly 
cleaned, cracks repaired, rust 

south. Dame Imogen Cooper 
gave a much-talked about 
piano recital of Schubert, 
Ravel, and Liszt, Coco Tomita 
won hearts with a brilliant 
violin recital in the lunchtime 
series, and Samuele Telari 
presented a virtuosic display 
on the accordion.

The Tallis Scholars sold 
out with Renaissance music 
from England, the Julian Bliss 
Septet paid tribute to Benny 
Goodman, and dancers from 
Argentina offered a Tango 
Extravaganza in celebration 
of Astor Piazzolla’s centenary.

Covid still played its 
part. The day before the 
Wimbledon Academy’s choral 
concert of Haydn’s ‘Nelson’ 
Mass and Mozart’s Requiem, 

removed, all to be finished 
in durable weatherproof 
paint. The dismantling was 
done in one day; the hole in 
the ground was filled in and 
finished in tarmac, leaving 
the patch that is now visible. 
The conservation company 
estimates the work will 
take four months. We can 
therefore expect to see the 
refurbished edifice back in its 
original spot in about  
May 2022.

It is very gratifying for the 
Society to see that its long-
running campaign, entailing 
many hours of dogged pursuit, 
is close to completion. We 
are most grateful to UKPN 
for commissioning the 
project. Merton Council’s 
conservation officer has  
been most supportive, and 
Historic England showed 
a strong level of support 
for the renovation. Several 
neighbours living in the 
vicinity have taken a keen 
interest, and the success of 
the campaign owes much to 
the collective efforts of all 
those concerned. 

soprano Lucy Crowe fell ill, 
and was replaced by Keri 
Fuge, who drove up from 
Totnes that day. Nikolai 
Demidenko was another 
victim and his Beethoven 
Piano concerto No 5 was 
replaced with a performance 
of Beethoven’s Violin 
concerto by the Philharmonia 
Orchestra’s leader, Benjamin 
Gilmore. Another casualty, 
the Heath Quartet, was 
replaced on the day by the 
celebrated Carducci quintet.

Two other events stand 
out. Tama Matheson’s 
music-drama of the life of 
Beethoven, ‘I shall Hear in 
Heaven’, was a work of genius, 
and the opening Symposium 
‘Music In Mind’ highlighted 

the contributions to music of 
autism, deafness, and blindness 
with a moving demonstration 
by Dame Evelyn Glennie.

Looking forward to 2022, 
plans include Tenebrae, 
the Brodsky Quartet, the 
exceptional Chineke Ensemble, 
Regents Opera’s Carmen, and 
of course our resident artists 
the Philharmonia with Elgar, 
Vaughan Williams and Dvorak, 
and the Academy with Berlioz’s 
‘L’Enfance du Christ'. Watch 
out for more details soon.

WIMF prints and distributes 
40,000 brochures, and the 
support of the Wimbledon 
Society is greatly appreciated, 
as is the tireless work of all the 
local volunteers, plus generous 
sponsors and donations.

Continued from page 1

(Top) the 400kg internal workings are lifted out of the casing and 
craned onto a lorry; (above) the casing, inside and out.
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ASIF MALIK regaled the 
Group with a story reminiscent 
of the Harry Palmer spy 
novels! Some years ago, one of 
Asif ’s neighbours in Edge Hill 
was a somewhat flamboyant, 
elegant character known as 
Victor, given to wearing silver 
jackets, silk ties, long coats and 
broad-brimmed hats. One day, 
at a friendly gathering, Victor 
handed Asif a sealed envelope, 
asking him to keep it safe and 
in the event of anything 
happening to Victor, to hand it 
to the Hungarian Embassy.

Victor was, in fact, a 
well-known Hungarian poet, 
novelist, philosopher, essayist 
and playwright, GyŐzŐ Határ, 
born in 1914, known locally as 
Victor Határ. Over time, Asif 
came to know Victor and his 
wife, as they were actively 
involved in neighbourly 

activities. They were a 
delightful couple, warm and 
friendly, often welcoming 
visitors to their house, where 
Victor’s study contained 
thousands of books in glass-
fronted mahogany bookcases.

Educated in Hungary, he 
studied music in his teens, and 
went on to study architecture. 
Along the way, he became 
fluent in several languages. 
When many grand 
architectural schemes did  
not get built, he turned to 
writing, and a long, satirical 
novel got him into trouble, 
landing him in jail.

opened. Victor was buried in 
Budapest and his intellectual 
legacy of books and 
recordings was left to the 
Petofi Literary Museum.

100 years of 
Centre Court
LEAVING ASIDE for a 
moment the current 
controversy surrounding the 
AELTC, and in an altogether 
different tone, it is worth 
noting that 2022 is the 
centenary of the Centre 
Court. The Tennis Museum 
has already opened a special 
exhibition entitled ‘Centre 
Court – 100 Years of Change’, 
and celebrations are planned 
for the middle Sunday of the 
2022 Championships, 3rd 
July. This is, incidentally, the 
first time the middle Sunday 
has been part of scheduled 
play in the Championships.

The name ‘Centre Court’ 

derives from the days when 
the Championships were 
played at the old site in 
Worple Road, when in 1881 
the middle two courts in the 
row of 12 were combined to 
form one large Centre Court. 
The name stuck when the 
Club re-located to Church 
Road in 1922, although it 
wasn’t until expansion in 
1980 that the name became 
accurate again. The building 
suffered bomb damage in 
1940, and although play 
resumed after the war in 1945, 
reconstruction was not 
complete until 1949. 

Centre Court has been 
expanded and modified 
several times during its 
history, although possibly the 
best-remembered 
modification is the retractable 
roof, for which building work 
started in 2006, was finally 
completed in time for the 
2009 Championships, and was 
first used on Monday 29 June 

Later, in 1943 he was 
arrested for “anti-state 
activity” and imprisoned but 
escaped. In 1950 he tried to 
escape the Communist 
regime, but was captured, 
interrogated, and imprisoned 
for 2½ years. During all this 
time he continued his own 
writing.

About the time of the 1956 
Hungarian revolution, he met 
his wife, Piroskat Pragai, and 
in 1957 they came to UK, 
taking up residence in Edge 
Hill. He worked for the BBC’s 
Hungarian Department and 
Radio Free Europe, and 
taught his language to British 
diplomats.

His Wimbledon home was 
always a centre of Hungarian 
life, and he built up a vast 
library of tens of thousands of 
books, videos and recordings 
of his radio programmes. After 
the defeat of Communism in 
1989, Victor was invited to 
visit Hungary, where his 
writings earned him the title 
of “Giant of Hungarian 
Letters”. He won several 
literary awards and was also 
given their equivalent of our 
Order of Merit.

He died in 2006, aged 92. 
As instructed, Asif handed the 
sealed envelope to the 
Hungarian Embassy, where a 
Book of Condolence was 

You never know who 
your neighbours are …

In 1950 he tried to 
escape the Communist 
regime, but was 
captured, interrogated 
and imprisoned for  
21/2 years. During all 
this time he continued 
his own writing.

Victor Határ

Would you like to be the one  
to help Beryl get her lipstick and 

jewellery on every day?
At Home Instead Wimbledon and Kingston, we are looking 

for compassionate people just like you, to look after our 
lovely clients in the local area as a CAREGiver. It can be as 
little as 5 hours a week to suit your lifestyle, and in return  

you could help someone feel fabulous and stay independent 
in their own home, for longer.

Our CAREGivers come in all shapes and sizes – from a retired art 
teacher, who loves getting crafty with clients, to an enthusiastic 

cook, who enjoys conjuring up a storm in the kitchen.  
Whatever your experience, we would love to hear from you!

For those of you with elderly loved ones in Wimbledon,  
we also have a range of fun events and activity classes, 

including Love to Move at Lunch Club, held every Monday 
from 12pm to 2pm and Active Ageing Club, held every 

Thursday from 10am to 12pm.

If you would like to find out more about becoming a 
CAREGiver or coming to our events, please contact Laura on  
0208 942 4137 or email laura.hillier@homeinstead.co.uk

 www.homeinstead.co.uk/wimbledonandkingston
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that year in a 4th round Ladies 
singles match. Apart from 
providing cover in bad 
weather, it has also extended 
the time available for late-
night matches under 
floodlights, the longest being 
the 2012 Murray/Baghdatis 3rd 
round match, which finally 
finished at 11.02pm (despite 
Merton Council’s apparent 
11pm curfew!) The first final 
which made (partial) use of 
the roof was the Murray/
Federer match in 2012.

Centre Court is possibly 
the best-known tennis court 
in the world, although it is 
only the sixth-largest 
(capacity-wise) on the 
international circuit. The 
facilities, players’ dressing 
rooms, etc., in the ‘backstage’ 
area are extensive, and are 
widely seen around the world 
these days during the 
televised Championships. 
Less often shown on the 
screen, though, is the quote 
from Rudyard Kipling’s poem 
‘If ’, placed directly above the 
players’ entrance to the 
Court, which reads “If you 
can meet with triumph and 
disaster / And treat those two 
imposters just the same”.

DID YOU KNOW there is an 
Orchid named “Cannizaro”? 
It is one of the genus 
Cattlianthe Porcia, 
(recognised by the RHS) 
which originated in 1927, 
during the time that the 
Wilson family occupied 
Cannizaro House. The 
Wilsons were prolific 
gardeners, responsible, 
among other things, for the 
rhododendrons and azaleas in 
the Park which we still 
enjoy today. The 
orchid is an 
autumn-
flowering 
plant, in a 
glorious fuschia 

pink colour, and has won 
several awards, the most 
recent in 2018 in Brazil. 
Research has so far failed to 
reveal the exact reason for 
the name of the orchid, and it 
would be very interesting to 
know if anyone locally can fill 
in this gap in our knowledge.

WILLIAM MORRIS HOUSE, 
at 267 Broadway (see 
Newsletter Sept 2019) which 

hires out rooms for 
community activities, 
has named its large 
third floor room 

(suitable for dance 
classes and seminars) in 

memory of the late Labour MP, 
Thomas Braddock (1887-1976). 
Braddock was a member of the 
Wimbledon Borough Council 
from 1936 to 1945 and then 
Labour MP for Mitcham from 
1945 to 1950. He subsequently 
twice unsuccessfully contested 
the Kingston-upon-Thames 
constituency. He also tried his 
hand three times at the 
Wimbledon constituency, in 
1931 and 1935, and then finally 
again in 1966.

RECENTLY AN elderly local 
resident approached the 
Society with some items which 
he felt might be of interest. He 

was in the process of selling a 
house in Braemar Avenue 
which his father had bought in 
1928, thanks to his employer, 
who had lent him the deposit. 
This employer was a Mr 
Mander, of the eponymous 
paint company, and the man 
was a gardener/chauffeur at 
his house in Calonne Road. 
The car he drove was a 
Belgian-made Minerva, which 
was sufficiently unusual even 
in those days to have drawn 
some attention. Despite the 
employer’s obvious wealth and 
generosity, he nevertheless 
required his chauffeur to go 
home for his lunch! 

MICHAEL NORMAN-SMITH

More celebrity 
connections in 
Wimbledon
THANKS TO a recent 
documentary, yet another 
celebrity name can be added 
to the list of sometime 
Wimbledon residents. The 
programme was about Michael 
Crawford and mentioned that 
he had once lived in 
Wimbledon; detective work 
led us to a house in Marryat 
Road which he and his family 
occupied during the 1970s.

At the time he was married 
to Gabrielle, and their two 
small daughters attended a 
nursery school in Wimbledon 
Park. The local paper 
reported that a fundraiser for 
the school was held on 24 July 
1970, and among the 300 
guests were many well-known 
show business personalities 
of the time, including Serge 
Gainsbourg and Jane Birkin, 
Joan Collins, Cilla Black, 
writers Dick Clement and Ian 
La Frenais, plus local 
residents Simon Williams  
and June Whitfield.

Amusements at this 
star-studded event included 

walking across the pool on a 
wooden bar!

We also discovered that at 
least one episode of Michael 
Crawford’s most famous tv 
comedy ‘Some Mothers do 
‘Ave ’Em’ included scenes 
filmed locally.

THE NAME Wodehouse will 
ring a bell with anyone who 
enjoyed the relationship 
between the suave butler 
Jeeves and his master, the silly 
ass Bertie Wooster. So, what is 
the connection with our area? 
There are actually two.

PG Wodehouse, the author, 
had a nephew, Patrick, who 
once lived in a flat in The 
Grange. His post was 
sometimes mis-delivered to 
Michael Norman-Smith, who 
had to pass it on.

The PG Wodehouse 
Society has a journal and in 
the 2009 edition of ‘Wooster 
Sauce’ Patrick described 
visiting his uncle as a boy. 
The cook, Mrs Bostock, 
asked if he had a favourite 
pudding to which he replied 
“Jam Roly Poly”. This was 
duly prepared, wrapped in a 
cloth, dumped in boiling 
water. The butler confirmed 

Master Patrick had been 
behind the dish, and second 
helpings were essential.

This experience stimulated 
an incident in the 1969 book 
‘A Pelican at Blandings’ where 
in Chapter 1 Lord Emsworth 
tells Beach the butler “Unless 
there is lots of jam, roly poly 
pudding is not worth eating.”

An ingenious electrical 
engineer, Patrick spent 20 
years working on radar 
systems and for the European 
Space Agency in Rome, where 
he met his second wife Nancy 
Kominsky at art classes. They 
returned to England in 1994 
and settled in Wimbledon.  
She was an artist, appearing  
in her own BBC television 
programme, and wrote a book. 
They both died about ten 
years ago. 

Jeeves and Wooster have 
frequently been portrayed  
on screen, and also on radio. 
In the radio version, Bertie 
was played by Richard Briers, 
who became President of the 
PG Wodehouse Society. Part 
of his childhood (1940-47) 
was spent living in Raynes 
Park, in a flat in Pepys Court, 
where a blue plaque has  
been installed.

Notes from Around The Table
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of the old Debenhams store in 
Centre Court into a medical 
Clinic, carrying out pre-
planned procedures and with 
no A&E facility.

To keep up to date on PEC 
activities please check the 
website where, for instance, 
there is now a dedicated page 
for the AELTC application.

WHEN THE Society was 
formed in 1903 its ‘Area of 
Benefit’, to use the phrase 
employed at the time, was 
Wimbledon and vicinity. 
Over time ‘Wimbledon’ was 
understood to be the parish, 
later Borough, of Wimbledon.

 At the end of last year 
the Board agreed to a slight 
southwards’ extension of 
what is now called the ‘Area 
of Interest’. The old parish 
boundary ran along main 
roads, mainly Coombe 
Lane and Kingston Road, 
bisecting both Raynes Park 
and South Wimbledon and 
effectively excluding the 
southern areas of both from 
our Area of Interest. The 
extension includes these, plus 
Wimbledon Chase and the 
Rush local centres.

Local Plan and 
Local Lists
MERTON COUNCIL’S new 
Local Plan was submitted 
to the Secretary of State 
in December 2021. He has 
appointed an Inspector to 
examine the plan, but no 
dates for the hearings have 
been announced yet. We 
have sent the Council a list 
of nominations for adding 
to the Local List (buildings 
which “contribute to the 
local scene”), and we have 
successfully initiated a 
Repair Notice for the listed 
telephone kiosks outside the 
Ridgway Telephone Exchange.

Urban Greening
THE URBAN Greening Factor 
(UGF) incentivises developers 
to look at ways to create green 
spaces. A recent Guardian 
article explained the (UGF) 
formula, which was inspired 

by the Swedish city of Malmö’s 
“green points” system. The 
formula scores each part 
of a development’s plan – 
including street-level areas, 
balconies and roofs – from 
0 to 1, with trees, planters 
and green roofs earning high 
scores, while paving slabs and 
barren rooftops receive no 
score. Central government 
has also set out plans in the 
Environment Act 2021 to 
make developments deliver a 
10% “biodiversity net gain”, 
the formula for which uses a 
complex algorithm to account 
for natural losses and gains 
– although revisions to the 
current formula have been 
suggested. 

Some London boroughs 
are yet to formally adopt 
UGF measures, but the 
Greater London Authority 
began requiring it in 
March, meaning all large 
developments across the 
capital must now calculate 
their score. Draft guidance to 

help boroughs and developers 
deliver UGF effectively 
has been put out for public 
consultation and will formally 
be adopted next year.

We are urging Merton 
Council to adopt a Tree 
Strategy: most of our 
neighbouring Councils already 
have one. We are in the process 
of sending them a document 
with our suggested policies.

The PEC
DURING 2021 the 
Wimbledon Society Planning 
& Environment Committee 
held 13 meetings, (returning 
to in-person meetings in 
July), considered in detail a 
total of 250 applications and 
objected or commented on 
118 of those. 

A particularly interesting 
Change of Use application 
which we considered was 
made in December, to re-
purpose the 1st and 2nd floors 

Wimbledon Society ‘Area of Benefit’
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Liberal Democrats: The Local Plan 
should focus on the Climate Emergency 
and sustainability by promoting the 
retrofitting of existing buildings, and the 
reduction of energy consumption.
Conservatives: Low carbon design 
should be promoted in all new 
developments. 

Question 5: With the Borough 
losing more trees than are  
being planted, what are your 
proposals for halting this 
decline: and do you endorse  
the Society’s ‘Trees 2050’ 
document? 

Liberal Democrats: The ‘Trees 2050’ 
could contribute to the Council’s Tree 
Strategy, and the replacement of lost 
‘Tree Years’ could be explored, as 
whips and saplings are not adequate 
replacements of mature trees. 
Homeowners need information on tree 
protection and management. 
Conservatives: The “Trees 2050’ 
approach is supported: a huge increase 
in tree planting is needed in the Borough 
as a whole, not just in the western part 
of Merton, with an increased budget: 
mature trees are needed rather than 
saplings, and green technology solutions 
such as living walls can reduce our town 
centres’ pollution.
Greens: The Society’s ‘Trees 2050’ 
document is welcomed. 

Question 6: The current 
Wimbledon Town Centre Plan  
is seen by many as against the 
wishes of local people: should 
pedestrianisation, more 
housing, less offices and lower 
buildings be the way forward, 
as proposed in the Society’s 
‘Vision 2040’ document?

Conservatives: The current town centre 
Plan is fundamentally flawed and should 
be scrapped: it will lead to development 
that is too high and too dense: it was 
produced before the shift to home 
working and should be replaced with a 

As the Local Council Elections will be 
held in May, the Society submitted 
seven ‘environmental’ questions to the 
five main political groups and asked for 
their views.

Given three weeks to respond, three 
of the groups replied: the Greens, 
the Liberal Democrats, and the 
Conservatives. The Greens’ responses 
indicate only their current thinking, as 
their manifesto has yet to be finalised.

The parties’ replies can be read in full 
on the Society website, and this short 
article attempts to summarise their 
views. The Society’s questions are also 
summarised.

Question 1: How important is 
the protection of all defined 
open spaces from development?

Greens: The protection of all defined 
open spaces is of paramount importance. 
They have objected to the AELTC’s 
proposed development of the golf course 
land in Wimbledon Park.
Liberal Democrats: A strong planning 
framework is needed to protect the 
Borough’s open spaces: encouraging 
Friends groups, placing public open 
space into trusts, attracting funding, 
providing communal space in new 
developments, all should be considered.
Conservatives: Committed to both 
protecting and enhancing existing open 
spaces, with increased tree planting, as 
green spaces are one of the Borough’s 
greatest assets. New development must 
not be to the detriment of green spaces: 
this includes protecting Wimbledon Park 
land from development proposals by the 
AELTC. 

Question 2: Will you  
approve the setting up of a 
Neighbourhood Forum in 
Wimbledon so that local  
people can produce their  
own Neighbourhood Plan?

Liberal Democrats: Had supported the 
designation of the ‘Plan Wimbledon’ 

proposals and were disappointed when 
it failed. Neighbourhood Plans can 
effectively engage people in how they 
would like to see their areas developed, 
turning their views into planning rules.
Conservatives: Yes: Local residents 
must have a stronger voice in local 
planning decisions, and Neighbourhood 
Plans would be backed across the 
Borough, to allow local people to set 
expectations for future development in 
their neighbourhoods.
Greens: Yes: a Neighbourhood Forum 
is vital to encourage engagement from 
local residents. 

Question 3: With significant 
new development, will you 
ensure that local people are 
involved from the start in the 
creative design process?

Conservatives: Yes: Local people must 
have their say in the design process, 
to ensure that future development or 
regeneration projects have as much 
support as possible.
Greens: Yes, local development should 
be addressed holistically. The input of 
the community at the earliest stage is 
vital to understand the differing needs 
and aspirations. 
Liberal Democrats: Yes, the best 
developers do this already. Pre-
application discussions should be 
structured to positively encourage  
open debate.

Question 4: How do you  
propose to drive forward  
the retrofitting of the  
Borough’s housing stock to 
respond to the Climate 
Emergency, and meet its  
energy needs?

Greens: Key area for the Council, which 
needs to reduce emissions from Council 
properties and support other owners to 
take action: new development should 
embody sustainable energy solutions. A 
local environmental loan fund should be 
set up to help residents retrofit. 

Responses to our questions
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transport, regenerate the Borough, and 
put local people’s needs first. 
Greens: Introducing ‘smart road pricing’ 
would be a fair way to address car use, 
improve air quality and raise funds for 
public transport. Poor air quality is a 
concern, and particularly in Wimbledon 
Town Centre. There is widespread 
dissatisfaction about litter and fly-
tipping in our streets and green spaces. 
The current contracts with outside firms 
for waste management are not fit for 
purpose and need review.

TONY MICHAEL

new plan made with local residents, to 
provide more housing, office space and 
flexible working.
Greens: Do not favour high buildings in 
the centre of Wimbledon, and ten storeys 
should be the maximum: urban greening 
with trees etc has multiple benefits and is 
a key priority. The Society’s Vision 2040 is 
seen as bold and imaginative. 
Liberal Democrats: Seek debate on 
building heights (which should be 
limited) and design in the town centre, 
and a move towards a cultural centre,  
a place for the creative industries.  
There should be a greater emphasis 
on the environment, community-led 
planning, and affordable housing. 
Support low speed limit and encourage 
more active streets.

Question 7: Should there be an 
Arts Centre/Concert Hall in 
Wimbledon Town Centre and  
do you support use of the 
Hartfield Road site for this?

Greens: Support a well-designed multi-
purpose building that would benefit a 
wide range of people, that could also 

show how buildings can serve nature. 
Liberal Democrats: An iconic concert 
hall would be welcome provided it 
includes facilities for local groups, is 
financed fully by the private sector, 
and has links to cultural activities 
throughout Merton. A replacement for 
the lost Civic Hall is needed.
Conservatives: A new arts and 
conference centre is much needed and 
will contribute greatly to Wimbledon.

Question 8: Are there any  
other points that you would  
like to make?

Liberal Democrats: Comprehensive 
strategic cycling routes across the 
Borough are needed, with safe facilities 
offering practical protection to cyclists 
and pedestrians. 

Parts of the private rented housing 
sector are poorly managed and 
maintained, and a ‘Tenants Champion’ 
approach should be adopted to drive up 
standards.
Conservatives: There is a need for a 
clear plan to reduce pollution, promote 
sustainable and low carbon design and 

MRS SMITH liked living in 
her semi. Just like the others 
in the road of course, and 
perhaps 10 million others 
in the UK. It had the usual 
double glazing and some 
loft insulation, but she had 
installed solar panels three 
years ago, which made it 
a little different. The new 
electric car was a joy too.

The yearly summary had 
just come in from the energy 
supplier, and with all this 
talk about the phasing out of 
gas, she decided to go back 
through the file to see how 
the panels had worked out.

With a floor area of 
around 1,500 sq ft, the house 
used around 5,000 kwh* of 
electricity and 29,000 kwh of 
gas each year, at a total cost 
of around £1,750.

The 12 panels (the roof 
wasn’t big enough to take 

any more) and all the wiring 
and installation cost her 
£4,000 in 2018. She had used 
a group-buying scheme run 
by her good local council, 
which kept the costs down.

The installers had calculated 
that the system would 
generate around 3,200 kwh 
annually, but she saw that the 
actual figures averaged 3,500, 
so that was good.

Buying electricity from the 
Grid came down from 5,000 
to 1,500 kwh. So instead of 
paying a £750 bill annually 
to ‘import’ electricity from 
the Grid, she was now 
paying around £250. The 
government’s ‘smart export 
guarantee’ scheme (put in 
place to stimulate the solar 
panel market, and which 
would continue to pay her 
for 20 years) was worth 
nearly £100 annually too.

Doing a quick calculation, 
with lower bills to pay, and 
a saving of £500 annually, 
she would probably pay off 
the cost of the panels in 7+ 
years. And, with the life of 
the panels being at least 20 
years, she would be several 
thousand pounds better off 

when the panels needed 
upgrading.

So that would come in 
handy when she decided to 
get rid of that old gas boiler.

She sighed: if only the roof 
had been larger, she could 
have afforded 18 panels, and 
ended up exporting more 
electricity to the Grid than 
she used each year. Why her 
neighbours preferred to do 
nothing and keep paying out 
so much was a puzzle. And 
why did everyone keep talking 
about grand energy plans? 
Just show them simply how 
they could pay less.

The sun was shining, and 
she noted that the panels 
were recharging the car’s 
batteries directly.

TONY MICHAEL

*kwh is a kilowatt hour, a measure 
of the amount of energy.

Solar, so good: an energy story

This article has attempted to 
compress the quite lengthy 

responses from the political groups 
and will inevitably have omitted 
something. The full texts of the 

responses are therefore available 
on the Society Website. 

Any responses received in  
due course from other parties  
will likewise be published on  

the website. 
©
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Museum acquisitions
Wimbledon weather records 
for 1915
A small homemade notebook 
with details of temperature, 
wind, pressure, humidity and 
rainfall for every day in 1915 
was compiled by a former 
Wimbledon High School 
pupil Agnes Headlam-Morley 
(1902–1986). Her meticulous 
record was for No.1 St Mary’s 
Road, later renumbered as 
No.29, where Agnes lived all 
her life. The notebook gives 
a fascinating snapshot of the 
weather for a year during WWI 
and an opportunity to compare 
it with the weather now. 

Following a degree in 
modern history and then in 
European political history at 
Somerville College, Oxford, 
Agnes spent her life as an 
academic and historian, 
specialising in Anglo-German 
relations. In 1948 she became 
the Montague Burton Professor 
of International Relations, the 
first woman to be appointed to 
a chair at Oxford University. 

She came from a famous 
family.  Her father, Sir James 
Headlam (1863–1929),  was an 
advisor to the Government for 
the Paris Peace Conference 
in 1919. Her mother, German-
born Lady Else (Elisabeth, 
née Sonntag) (1865–1950), 
was an accomplished pianist 
and composer, once a pupil of 

Liszt. The family changed the 
surname to Headlam-Morley 
in 1918.

The Museum is grateful 
to Peter Headlam-Morley 
for the gift of these weather 
records, a contemporary 
photograph of Sir James, and 
for information about Agnes 
and her family.

Locomotive name plate  
Sir Cosmo Bonsor
The locomotive name plate Sir 
Cosmo Bonsor, a special tribute 
to Sir Henry Cosmo Orme 
Bonsor, MP, (1848–1929), 
was fitted to an electrical 
locomotive unit type 456024 
on 9th November 1997 as part 
of the centenary celebrations 
of the Tattenham Corner 
branch line. Bonsor was one 
of the three promoters of the 
Chipstead Valley Railway Act. 
In 1898 he became both the 
chairman of the South Eastern 
Railway and of a newly-
amalgamated company  

formed of the brewing firms  
of Watney & Co., Combe & 
Co., and Reid & Co.

A man of many parts, he was 
a businessman and brewer, a 
member of the brewing family 
of Combe, Delafield & Co, and 
in 1882 a governor of Guy’s 
Hospital. In 1885 he was both 
appointed director of the 
Bank of England and elected 
the Conservative MP for 
what is now the constituency 
of Wimbledon, sitting until 
1900. Using his experience 
and power in the railways he 
improved rail connections to 
the Wimbledon area, bringing 
more business, workers and 
money to his constituency.

We are grateful to 
Porterbrook Leasing for the 
gift of the name plate, to Mark 
Merryweather for facilitating 
it, and to one of our former 
student volunteers, Lauren 
Garden, for much research on 
Sir Cosmo.

PAMELA GREENWOOD

Levelling up
ASIF MALIK outlines the 
progress on the Museum 
refurbishment

GOOD PROGRESS has 
been made on the museum 
refurbishment project. The 
Village Hall Trust (VHT) has 
very generously undertaken 
essential works to the fabric 
of the museum to make it 
suitable for the museum 
fit-out by a contractor 
appointed by the Society. The 
principal works to the fabric 
are: remedial measures to 
the existing timber floor to 
provide a sound, level base for 
the museum fit-out; provision 
of new electrical wiring 
and pipework under the 
floorboards after removal of 

redundant services; repairs to 
the two bay windows where 
there has been weathering 
damage over the years; 
provision of plasterboard 
lining to the original lath-and-
plaster ceiling; redecorations 
of the walls and ceilings.

The VHT has commissioned 
Marcus Beale Architects 
(MBA) to manage the fabric 
works. As the VHT building 
is Grade II listed, it was 
necessary for MBA to obtain 
Listed Building Consent. 
Tenders were obtained and 
the successful contractor 
started work on a three-month 
contract on 5 January 2022. 
The work has progressed well 
under the direction of MBA, 
with very valuable oversight 

by Graham Martin, VHT’s 
Club Manager. The Council’s 
Conservation Officer has 
been kept informed of the 
works. On completion of 
the fabric works, the fit-out 
contractor will move in to 
carry out the works to create 
the new museum. The planned 
completion date is the end of 
June 2022.

There has been much 

work carried out on the 
design of the new museum. 
The museum team has held 
detailed discussions with 
designer Philip Simpson 
Design (PSD) to draw up an 
outstanding design. PSD is 
commissioned by the Society 
on a Design and Build basis. 
Overall coordination has 
been ably provided by project 
manager Conservation Plus.

The original floorboards were removed to enable the floor structure 
to be strengthened, then re-laid and covered with new floorboards.
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MONICA ELLISON, who died on 
Christmas Eve 2021, was a member of 
the Society for 40 years, playing a vital 
role in many Society activities. 

Born in Wexford, one of six children, 
Monica, along with her sisters, was sent 
to boarding school in England after the 
Second World War, travelling the long 
miles by boat and train every term 
between Wexford and Farnborough. 

As a child, she loved books and stories. 
So perhaps unsurprisingly, she landed a 
first job in publishing in London, 
evaluating manuscripts from aspiring 
new authors. When she gave up office 
life, she took to the air in the emerging 
travel industry, as one of the early cabin 
crew for Aer Lingus. 

But it was back home while working at 
the Wexford Opera Festival that she met 
John, a reporter from Manchester who 
was covering the event. Once married, 
they settled in London where John had 
joined the Daily Express. The family 
moved to Paris in 1963 when John became 
the new Bureau Chief. These were 
defining years for Monica with a growing 
family of four bi-lingual daughters. She 
became an expert on the poets and 
writers of the French school curriculum, 
as well as encouraging family outings to 
Chartres or Rambouillet forest. 

Over ten years in Paris, John covered 
stories globally; for Monica, the 
boundaries between family and 
professional life were constantly blurred. 
She was renowned for her elegance and 
wit but also for the warmth and kindness 
with which anyone was welcomed. Her 
annual Boxing Day car treasure hunt 

MONICA ELLISON
9 May 1933 – 24 December 2021

around Paris was legendary, complete 
with riddles, clues, and food and drink at 
the end. Monica took an interest in 
everything in the world around her. When 
the 1968 riots broke out in the streets of 
Paris, journalists would gather in the 
evening at the Ellison flat before setting 
out to cover them; Monica drove them to 
the Left Bank, once with string vests 
chopped up as makeshift gas masks. 

The family moved to the United States 
when John took over the New York 
Bureau, returning to London a year later 
as Foreign Editor. Wimbledon became 
their home from the early 1980s; it has 
been home to Monica for 40 years. 

As the girls left for university and first 
jobs, Monica completed the studies she 
had always wanted to pursue; as a mature 
student, she was awarded a first-class 
degree in English Literature at Birkbeck 
College, University of London. And she 
put her French to good use working as an 
interpreter for several UK companies.

Soon after coming to Wimbledon, 
Monica became a member of the 
Wimbledon Society. She worked tirelessly 
undertaking a wide range of activities for 
the Society, including editor of the 
quarterly newsletter in 2005 for four 
years. Afterwards she remained active on 
the newsletter’s editorial team, playing an 
important part in ensuring the high 

quality of the highly regarded publication. 
Her love of books encouraged her to 

pioneer literary walks and talks in 
Wimbledon, consulting with publishers to 
secure their authors and new releases, 
including William Hague, Max Hastings 
and Penelope Lively. She loved finding 
connections between writers and 
Wimbledon, in 2005 linking a new book 
on Admiral Nelson to the many sites in 
Merton associated with his life. Monica 
was a founder member of the Wimbledon 
BookFest steering committee in 
2006/7, supporting its establishment and 
development over the years.

With her passion for the history of 
Wimbledon, she launched the biennial 
Richard Milward Essay Award for local 
history, in memory of one of 
Wimbledon’s most notable historians and 
past President of the Wimbledon Society.

Monica brought many skills to all her 
voluntary work for the Society. These 
included her outstanding literary 
connections, her natural ability to turn 
an elegant phrase, her keen eye for a 
pleasing appearance of the printed page, 
and her abiding passion for raising 
Wimbledon’s literary profile. It is with 
considerable appreciation that the 
Society will remember her. 

Her annual Boxing Day car 
treasure hunt around Paris was 
legendary, complete with riddles, 
clues, and food at the end. 

Monica was a passionate supporter  
of the WIMBLEDON BOOKFEST.  

The dates of this year's Festival are:
Sunrise  9-15 June

Sunset  22-25 September

wimbledonbookfest.org

https://www.wimbledonbookfest.org/
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IN 1967, ARCHITECT Richard Rogers 
designed an experimental house at 22 
Parkside, Wimbledon, for his parents,  
Dr William and Dada Rogers. The 
pre-fabricated single-storey house can be 
glimpsed from the road through a yellow 
gate. It has a yellow steel frame, floor to 
ceiling glass walls to the ends of the 
house, and internal partitions that are 
easily moveable to allow the interior to 
be reconfigured. The house, listed Grade 
II* by Historic England in 2013, is now 
regarded as one of the most important 
modern buildings in the country. Richard 
Rogers, who died in December 2021 at 
the age of 88, said that the approach he 
used to design this house, such as the 
use of prefabricated steel and glass 
panels, served as an inspiration for much 
of his future work, which includes the 
Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris, 
co-designed with Renzo Piano, and the 
Grade I listed Lloyd’s building. 

Richard Rogers was born in Florence 
in 1933. His father was a doctor and his 
mother a potter. The family moved to 
London in 1939 to escape the rise of 
fascism, lodging in a single room in 
Bayswater. Speaking no English, and 
suffering from what he later discovered 
was dyslexia, he had a miserable time in 
school, regularly beaten and bullied. He 
left school in 1951 without A-levels. After 
national service, he did go on to gain 
admission to the Architectural 
Association, the renowned school of 
architecture. His work there was 
described as ‘chaotic and inarticulate’, 
but he impressed the examiners with his 

RICHARD ROGERS
23 July 1933 – 18 December 2021

final project, a school for children with 
special needs. He started working as an 
architect, travelling to Yale on a 
Fulbright scholarship.

On returning to the UK, he formed 
several partnerships, developing his 
architectural ideas, and designing 
ground-breaking buildings. In 1971, he 
joined Renzo Piano to submit a design 
for a competition to design a cultural 
centre in Paris. There were over 800 
entries. Against all the odds, Piano and 
Rogers won with an extraordinary design 
where all the main services – ducts, 
cables, lifts, escalators – are located 
outside the building, leaving the interiors 
clear for cultural functions.

There followed an outstanding career, 
with designs for Lloyd’s of London in the 
City, Channel 4 HQ, the Millenium 
Dome, European Court of Human Rights 
in Strasbourg, Terminal 5 at Heathrow. 
Two projects won the prestigious 
Stirling Prize – Barajas Airport in Madrid 
and Maggie’s Centre in Hammersmith. 
Honours included the RIBA Gold Medal, 
the Pritzker Prize and Praemium 
Imperiale Golden Lion.

Rogers was known for his left-leaning 
politics. He wrote ‘A New London’ in 
1992, ‘Cities for a small Planet’ in 1997, 
and ‘Towards an Urban Renaissance’ in 

1999. Knighted in 1991, he became a life 
peer in 1996 – Lord Rogers of Riverside – 
and a Companion of Honour in 2008. 

The practice he co-founded in 1977 
became Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners 
thirty years later when new partners came 
on board. Rogers retired in 2020, and the 
practice continues to thrive, based in the 
Leadenhall Building, a project built to the 
practice’s own design.

The pioneering house at 22 Parkside 
was gifted to the Harvard Graduate School 
of Design in 2015, to become a centre of 
inquiry and scholarship. Six fellows are 
awarded a three-month residency every 
year, giving them access to London’s 
institutions, libraries, practices, and other 
resources. Fellows come from a variety of 
professional, academic, and personal 
backgrounds. In 2018, a Society member 
contacted the Dean of the School to 
suggest the remarkable building should 
engage with the local community. After 
some persuasion, the School agreed to 
hold an open evening. We were asked to 
suggest names to be invited and sent a list 
based on local bodies, architects, students 
and Society members. The reception took 
place on a balmy September evening, with 
about 100 guests. To our pleasant surprise, 
Richard Rogers himself turned up. He 
chatted to guests and gave a brief informal 
account of the background and design of 
the house.

Wimbledon is privileged to have this 
connection with Richard Rogers, the 
outstanding architect who designed 
radically innovative buildings, many still 
holding the power to amaze to this day. 
The Parkside house lives on to remind us 
of his exceptional talents.

ASIF MALIK

His work at the Architectural 
Association was described as 
‘chaotic and inarticulate’, but he 
impressed the examiners with 
his final project, a school for 
children with special needs.
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house he designed for his 
parents in 1967, at 22 Parkside
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Wimbledon and 
Putney Commons 
Games Day on 
May 22nd

THE DELAYED 150th 
Anniversary Celebrations 
Games Day will now be  
taking place on the Commons 
on May 22nd from 9am until 
5pm. The aim is to bring 
together representatives  
from many of the sports that 
have taken place on the 
Commons both before and 
since the 1871 Act.

Matches will be played on 
the Richardson Evans playing 
fields and there will be plenty 
of activities for all the family 
near the Windmill, including 
AFC Wimbledon football 
penalty shoot-outs for 
children, a dog agility display, 
horse display, rugby, lacrosse, 
golf putting, a stoolball match 
and cycling, amongst many 
other activities.

This should be a splendid 
event for all the family to 
watch, participate in, or just 
bring along a picnic and 
enjoy.

Further details will appear 
on the website wpcc.org.uk

Some of the sports played on 
the Commons include:
13th Century – Horse  

riding stables
1854 –  Wimbledon Cricket 

Club
1859 –  National Rifle 

Association
1865 –  London Scottish Golf 

Club; Wimbledon 
Rugby Football Club

1868 –  Thames Hare and 
Hounds Cross Country 
Running Club

1883 –  Wimbledon Hockey 
Club

1889 –  Wimbledon Old 
Centrals Football Club 
(AFC Wimbledon)

1895 –  London Scottish 
Curling Club

SUE BUCKNALL

STEVEN BOUND explains 
the vital importance 
of a specialised area of 
conservation which is being 
planned on the Commons.

PEAT HAS always been a vital 
part of our natural landscape 
and it is hugely important 
in the fight against climate 
change. The UK contains 
13% of the world’s “bogs” 
(peatlands), made up of fen, 
raised bog, and blanket bog. 

According to the 
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN), “peatlands store 
more carbon than all other 
vegetation types in the world 
combined”. For example, 
a 30cm peat layer stores as 
much carbon as tropical 
rainforest over a similar area 
– the peats on the Commons 
are as much as two metres 
deep in places.

There are four valley 
bogs on the Common: Glen 
Albyn is the most degraded 
mire system. It is found 
just to the north of the 
Windmill. Ravine Bog flows 
into Queensmere. Most of 
the mire habitat has been 
lost, but deep peat deposits 
remain. Stag Bog is found 
in the woodland to the west 
of the Common. A small 
area of mire habitat remains 
but most of it has been lost. 
Farm Mire is found in the 
south west of the Common. 
Two areas of mire habitat 
remain at this site. The first, 
Farm bog, is a regionally-
important Site of Special 
Scientific Interest. Fern bog 
is a smaller area of pristine 
mire habitat that escaped the 
ditching that took place in 
the 1940s.

An assessment of these 
in 2021 has shown that 

they have faced significant 
declines over the last few 
decades. In part this is 
through historic drainage 
ditches and colonisation by 
non-native invasive species. 
Farm bog, once one of the 
largest peat bogs found in 
London, has shrunk by over 
60% in size since the 1950s. 
With the bogs here being 
6000 years old – 1000 years 
older than Stonehenge – they 
are an important carbon 
store that might be lost 
without urgent action.

A number of locally rare 
plant species formerly found 
on these sites have also 
become extinct. These include 
cotton grass, marsh marigold, 
water mint, cuckooflower, 
water horsetail and bog 
asphodel. The rare species 
that remain, such as the 
carnivorous plants sundew 
and butterwort, are now very 
restricted in distribution and 
could easily be lost. Bog bean, 
a pretty and rare wetland 
flower, has been reduced to a 
few remaining plants.

These declines are a local 
reflection of a national and 

international problem. Bog 
habitats such as these are 
now very vulnerable across 
England – 94% have been 
lost in the last century – and 
it important that the bogs on 
the Commons are restored to 
their former glory as soon as 
possible.

Some of that work will 
likely involve infilling of the 
ditches and the restoration 
of natural water flows 
through the valleys; removal 
of invasive species that 
have colonised the sites; 
reintroduction of locally 
extinct plants, hopefully 
with the involvement of 
local schools and community 
groups and training of 
volunteers to support the 
long-term management of 
the restored sites.

WPCC is aiming to work in 
partnership with the London 
Wildlife Trust and the South 
East Rivers Trust to plan, 
fundraise and deliver the 
restoration work, and our 
new Fundraising Manager is 
working with them to source 
suitable grants to ensure this 
vital work can be carried out.

Saving Wimbledon and  
Putney Commons’ Wetlands

Ravine Bog
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Greenwashing in Wimbledon Park

By finding minimal 
biodiversity now,  
they can claim a 
theoretical gain from 
the plans, but almost 
all the species they 
promise will come  
are already there.

DAVE DAWSON reveals the 
actual effect of the AELTC’s 
proposals on the diversity of 
Wimbledon Park, and retired 
landscape architect and tree 
warden JANE PLANT explains 
how the proposals will actually 
result in a loss of trees.

“GREENWASHING” – 
deflecting environmental 
concerns by applying green 
labels to thinly-disguised 
business as usual – is 
happening in Wimbledon 
Park.

The landscape has great 
biodiversity; the golf course is 
a parkland with veteran trees 
standing in open grassland, a 
rarity which supports many 
special species. The lake’s 
plant life makes it one of the 
best shallow, rich lakes in 
London. In Spring the area 
supports 80 bird species, 
45 of which depend upon it 
for breeding. 84 other bird 
species migrate through or are 
winter visitors. Eight species 
of protected bats come to feed 
on insects emerging from the 
lake, as does the declining 
Swift. The Pochard duck 
is declining nationally, but 
increasing on the lake.

All these species come 
because the lake provides 
their habitat. There are four 
national Priority Habitats: 
Parkland, Standing Water, 
Reedbed and Wet Woodland. 
These mean the golf course 
and lake have a perfect 
Urban Greening Score of 1.

The AELTC’s proposals 
will harm the habitats, 
destroying parkland grass 
and felling many trees, 
replacing the valuable 
reedbed with a new bigger 
one, thus destroying the 
existing reedbed and wet 
woodland and reducing 
the lake. Polluted sediment 
will be removed from the 

middle of the lake only 
to be dumped around the 
edges, which will harm water 
quality. Chemicals from 
managing grass courts will 
pollute the lake. AELTC’s 
boast that their proposals 
will have an Urban Greening 
Factor of 0.97 is no gain.

However, they didn’t 
exchange data with local 
experts who have studied this 
landscape for years. So, they 
missed 45% of the breeding 
bird species and 32% of the 
migrants and winter visitors. 
They found most of the bats, 
but failed to acknowledge 
that these protected species 
come for the insects, which 
depend in turn on the lake.

The proposed new 
reedbeds are intended to 
improve water quality by 
taking up pollutants, but 
they are far too small and in 

the wrong place. Pollutants 
will not be measurably 
reduced. They didn’t see 
the wet woodland or study 
the water plants, thus 
missing its London-wide 
value. No value was given 
to the parkland grass, nor 
to the many mature trees. 
This inadequate survey 
is a Nelsonian tactic. If 
you don’t look, you can’t 
see. By finding minimal 
biodiversity now, they can 
claim a theoretical gain 
from the plans, but almost 
all the species they promise 
will come as a result of the 

proposals are already there. 
So the Urban Greening Score 
would be 0.7, a big loss.

There are some positive 
aspects to the plans. The 
veteran trees are to be kept 
and attempts made to attract 
a few extra mammals and 
birds. What grass survives is 
to be managed better. None 
of this, however, comes 
anywhere near what would be 
needed to redress the losses. 
The net balance is negative: 
biodiversity will be harmed.

Wimbledon Park’s 
net tree loss
ANYBODY WHO CARES 
about the environment and 
local residents in particular, 
should understand the 
facts surrounding AELTC’s 
proposals.

The scheme does include 
the planting of 1,500 new 
trees, against the felling of 
296 existing trees. However, 
we all know that new planting 
takes decades to replace those 
lost, so the retention and 
protection of mature trees is 
of greater importance than 
planting more. The removal of 
mature trees which improve 
air quality, store carbon and 
provide canopy cover to 
combat CO2 emissions is 
utterly reprehensible at this 
time of climate emergency, 
and the AELTC’s reasons are 
unfounded.

The Landscape Architect 
for this project claims that 
they are propagating oaks so 
that tiny ‘whips’ (40-125cm)
can be planted to replace 
the trees felled. However, 
using ‘whips’ the tree canopy 
would not recover for 50-100 
years. This is how long it 
would take for the area to 
resemble their lovely CGI 
drawings!

It is true that smaller 
trees have a better chance 
of survival than planting 
larger ones, which applies 
particularly to semi-mature 
trees, which need several 
years of intense management 
to survive and are frequently 
outgrown by smaller stock. 
However, the AELTC are also 
planning to transplant some 
of the very mature trees. 
So, by their own admission, 
these will have very little 
chance of survival making it 
irrational to transplant them.

A few veteran trees are 
threatened by competition 
from young trees growing 
beneath them and it’s 
proposed to remove the 
youngsters. The resulting 
loss of tree canopy can be 
justified only if the advice of 
the Ancient Tree Forum is 
closely followed, because it 
is very easy to kill a veteran 
tree by careless removal of 
competitors or insensitive 
management of the resulting 
grassland below and between 
the trees. All the parkland 
grass should be maintained 
very carefully when using 
heavy mowing machinery 
to prevent compaction of 
the extensive roots of the 
veteran trees, which extend 
well beyond the area below 
the tree canopy. 

The assertion that tree 
numbers would be doubled 
giving a net gain is also risible 
as the numbers, particularly of 
the small stock proposed, are 
irrelevant when the priority 
should be to retain and 
increase tree canopy cover.

Don’t say you haven’t been 
warned.

Jane Plant’s article is an edited 
version of one from the 
Wimbledon Park Residents’ 
Association newsletter, 
Christmas 2021.
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http://www.bigyellow.co.uk/Get some space in your life.

The Wimbledon Society was founded in 1903. It is a Registered Charity (No 1164261), and a company limited by guarantee (No 9818707).  
Annual subscription rates: Individual £15; Couple/family £20; Affiliated: £25. To join, please visit the Society’s website at wimbledonsociety.org.uk/join-the-society  
The Museum and Bookshop (020 8296 9914), 22 Ridgway, near Lingfield Road, are open from 2.30 to 5.00pm Saturday and Sunday. Admission free.
Data Protection. The Wimbledon Society is registered with the Information Commissioner’s Office for Data Protection Purposes as a data controller under the  
Data Protection Act 1998, reg no: ZA244625. All personal information supplied to the Society by members will be used solely for communication with them concerning 
the Society’s Membership, Governance, Events, and only matters concerning the Society. It will not be shared with any other organisation, except where there is a 
Statutory obligation to do so. Full details of our Privacy Policy are published on our website.

SPRING IS in the air, and 
it is the perfect time to try 
the delights of cycling. If 
you don’t know what sort of 
bike you need, either visit 
your local independent bike 
shop or try a bike before 
buying through the ‘Peddle 
My Wheels’ scheme, which 
aims to make cycling more 
affordable and accessible. 
To find out more visit 
peddlemywheels.com

If you are new to cycling or 
are dusting off that bike sitting 
in the garage or shed, but are 
feeling a little nervous about 
cycling in Wimbledon, you 
could benefit from the Merton 
Cycle Buddies Scheme. This 
scheme helps people gain 
confidence in cycling by 
offering a mentor, teaming 
up more experienced cyclists 
with those who are new to 
cycling or less confident. To 
learn more look for Merton 
Cycling Campaign on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Also, Merton Council 
among other councils have 
teamed up with ‘Cycle 
Instructor’ to provide 
training to help people learn 
how to ride safely. For more 
information visit www.
cyclinginstructor.com

Another cycling-related 
way to reduce one’s carbon 
footprint is to use 
companies 

that deliver and trade using 
bikes. broughtbybike.com 
has details of businesses 
which use bikes for deliveries 
and other purposes. Those 
covering SW19 include 
window cleaners, bread 
and flower deliveries and a 
plumber.

If you don’t fancy tackling 
Wimbledon Hill on a bike it is 
worth considering an e-bike; 
you can still benefit from the 
exercise while getting some 
assistance on hills or against 
a headwind. Which? has a 
clear introduction to e-bikes 
at which.co.uk under Cars & 
travel > travel > Electric bikes 
> Electric bikes: everything 
you need to know.

Finally, one of the great joys 
of cycling is going out for a 
leisurely ride with others and 
stopping for coffee and cake. 
Your first stop could be the 
wonderful environmentally 
friendly Cart on the 
Common near the Windmill 
on Wimbledon Common, 
where Amy serves delicious 
human and doggy treats 
from a cycle cart – www.
cartonthecommon.co.uk. 
Cycling UK has a directory 
of local groups including the 
SW London group, which has 
a beginners section www.

cyclinguk.org/local-
groups/south-
west-london

Greenwatch
Two wheels good – SUSANNA RIVIERE offers a cycling miscellancy

Surveyors, Valuers & Estate Agents

Sales 020 8947 9833  I  Lettings 020 8879 9669

www.robertholmes.co.uk

At the heart of the community
We are pleased to support the Wimbledon Society
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Amy and her Cart on the Common. Below left: an electric bike
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https://projectdirt.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11ae285f437a8e396ee71f073&id=bd3caf639d&e=06ddf4745f
http://broughtbybike.com/
https://www.cartonthecommon.co.uk/contact
https://www.cartonthecommon.co.uk/contact
https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/electric-bikes/article/electric-bikes-everything-you-need-to-know-a5UTk3O02pO0



