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‘Return of
Merton
Priory’
One of the most ambitious
exhibitions yet staged at the
newly renamed Norman Plastow
Gallery will display the story
of Merton Priory from its
founding in 1114 until the
present day for eight weeks
from Thursday 10 July.
The event will be launched
with a private view for invited
guests at 6.30pm. It will then
be open to the public every
weekend until the end of August
during Museum hours 2.305pm and every Wednesday
from 11.30-2.30pm.
One might say that Merton
Priory lasted only 424 years
since King Henry VIII knocked
it down in 1538 and used the
masonry to build Nonsuch
Palace. But that would not be
entirely true. We still have all
the foundations and most are
covered and protected.
At the Chapter House Museum
under Merantun Way you can
see where the Chapter House
itself and parts of the cloister
and the south transept stood.
Continued on Page 8

Try visiting Merton Abbey Mills one day and looking across
Merantun Way at the giant Sainsbury’s. Can you really imagine
what Merton Priory would have looked like in its medieval
heyday? This shows the scale of what once graced this site.

AGM sets ball rolling for incorporation
Formal incorporation of
the Society as a limited
liability company was
proposed on 17 May
at this year’s Annual
General Meeting.
Advising the Society
as an independent
authority on the issue,
Keith Lawrey of the
Foundation for Science
and Technology (shown
here with Chairman Asif Malik) answered members’ questions
and explained why the move would be wise.
The meeting gave approval for the Executive Committee to
investigate the implications, with a final decision planned in
2015. For further details, see Page 11 of this Newsletter.
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AGM Report 2014
The Society held its 110th Annual
General Meeting at Christ Church,
West Wimbledon on 17 May.
President Norman Plastow opened
the proceedings, attended by some
50 members, with MP Stephen Hammond, Mayor
Krystal Miller and former Mayors among the guests.
Introducing his report for the year, Chairman
Asif Malik launched a new book (see Page 3),
mentioned coming promotional events and
thanked all volunteers, particularly those stepping
down, including onetime Society Chairman Martyn
Harman and retiring Museum Committee Chairman Charles Toase (staying with Local History Group).
Treasurer Corinna Edge introduced the
Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts. Thanks
to Gift Aid, dividends and interest they showed
a healthy surplus. A reserve fund had also been
established for future Museum refurbishment.
Norman Plastow was re-elected President
and Pat Keith, Charles Toase and Tony Michael
all Vice-Presidents. The Chairman and Treasurer
were also re-elected while Sue Lang became
Society Secretary. Elected to the Executive
Committee were Marsha Beresford, David Butler,
Linda Defriez, Monica Ellison, Bill Hakes, Janet
Koss, John Mays, Jennifer Newman, Andrew
Simon, Iain Simpson, and Cassandra Taylor.
Members commented on the Society’s work
before the address by guest speaker Lord
Ahmad of Wimbledon, a former Wimbledon
ward councillor, who compared the Society
and the House of Lords as two centres of expertise
and tradition, working for the community.
This is my last report. I have greatly enjoyed
my eight years as Secretary so I am delighted
to be voted on to the Executive Committee. I
look forward to contributing to the Society’s
work in future.
DAVID BUTLER
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From the left: Lord Ahmad, Councillor Krystal
Miller, Mayor of Merton, Society Chairman
Asif Malik and President Norman Plastow.

NEWS

Norman Plastow Gallery opens
with dedicated exhibition
A crowd gathered on 7 March to
celebrate the launch of Norman
Plastow’s Wimbledon, opening
show at the newly renamed
Gallery. The event, which ran
for ten days, was organised
jointly by the Society and the
Wimbledon Village Hall Trust.
After the tribute speeches,
Norman welcomed invited
guests to the exhibition. This
included photos, texts and
memorabilia covering our own
Museum and the Windmill
Museum, both owing so much
to him, as well as his many
campaigns to protect Wimbledon’s
heritage. Aspects of his own life
also showed him receiving an
MBE award from the Queen at
Buckingham Palace (see right).
He could be seen and heard
too, discussing Wimbledon’s rich
history in selected scenes
from the DVD Inside Wimbledon
in the adjacent Museum.

‘Now and Then’ hits
the bookshops

Bigger ideas for Wimbledon Park
After winning their campaign
against Merton Council’s unwanted
car park extension, Friends of
Wimbledon Park have turned
to other longer term issues.
One is regeneration of the
lake with a footpath and
boardwalk right around it. A
huge and costly undertaking,
this will only be possible with
agreement of all of the three
owners - Merton Council, the
All England Lawn Tennis Club
and the Wimbledon Club.
The athletics stadium also
badly needs an upgrade. The
Friends have been working
with the Wimbledon Club, local
schools and the Hercules
Club to provide better facilities,
a new clubhouse and a new

hockey pitch in the centre of
the running track. An architect
has drawn up plans and a
formal planning application is
expected to be made soon.
The park’s Revelstoke
Road entrance is in need of
improvement with a 20mph
speed limit, some pavement
changes, and also redesigned
pathways. Tree Preservation
Orders are needed too for the
park’s entire 26 hectares.
For more information, go to
www.friendsofwimbledonpark.
org.uk, visit the Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/
FriendsofWimbledonPark and
follow FOWP on twitter at
@fowpsw19
IAIN SIMPSON

Curator of Photographs
Simon Joseph was inspired
by the Museum’s rich archive
of historic photographs to
conceive a special exhibition
juxtaposing key historical
views with their contemporary
equivalents. He duly took the
necessary photos himself and
the outcome was last winter’s
Now & Then exhibition in
what has since become the
Norman Plastow Gallery.
It seemed natural to seek
an enduring memento of this
unique show. Not only would
this be of interest to people
familiar with Wimbledon, it
would also form a valuable
record for the benefit of future
generations.
So it was decided to produce
a book on the same theme.
The result is Now & Then, a
new hardback book published
by the Wimbledon Society
Museum Press (RRP £15)
and launched at the AGM.
Containing a much wider
range of images than the exhibition itself, the book has
been designed and published
entirely by Society members.
The project was supported
by generous sponsorship from
local businesses and individuals.
The book is now available for
sale in the Museum, online at
the Museum website, and at
several local bookshops.
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Centenaries of two significant landmarks
We missed last November’s
centenary of Merton Bus Garage,
shown above left in 1914 and
above right 100 years later.
Despite the name, it is actually
in Wimbledon, whose Medical
Officer of Health at the time
welcomed it as bringing ‘a
better class of person’ to
South Wimbledon and raising
the standard of housing.
Bus drivers, conductors,
engineers, cleaners and others,
together with their families,
moved into the area, a total of

nearly 1000 people.
The garage is much larger
than it looks from the entrance,
going back a long way. It can
house 200 buses, although it
normally has only about half
that number. The King’s Head
pub next door, which closed
in 2004, has been taken over
for the bus company offices.
Look for buses with ‘AL’ on
the side -- that is the code for
Merton.
Cottenham Park Methodist
Church was built in 1914, so we

took the opportunity to look at
the history of Methodism in
Wimbledon since the 1830s.
A Methodist church was
built in Worple Road, opposite
Spencer Hill, in 1887 but was
demolished in 1971. Another
one followed in Griffiths Road,
opening in 1904 and rebuilt
over a century later in 2007.
So the church dating from
1914 at the far end of Worple
Road near Raynes Park was
the town’s third known place
of worship for Methodists.

Historic dates in Wimbledon

Major Who?
Quite a few local residents were
taught to ride a horse by
Major E. Walker (above) who
ran the Wimbledon School of
Equitation at the Swan stables
in the Ridgway from 1938.
But who was he, where did he
live, and what was his first name?
When he died in 1960 in
his seventies, the Wimbledon
Boro’ News just called him
‘Major E. Walker’, and that
was how he signed himself.
He may have been called
Evelyn but does anybody know?
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Richard Milward compiled a
chronology of Wimbledon’s
history and a copy surfaced
recently among our papers.
It stops short in 1977, so
we have been discussing
what to add to update it. Most
people will probably think of
changes to the town centre,
with Centre Court opening in
1992. After all, that caused
the move of the fire station,
the Baptist church and the
magistrates court, as well as
the loss of the Civic Hall.
But what about the arrival
of the Piazza in 2002 or the
one-way road system in
1992? Then there were the
‘fridge on the bridge’ in 1983,
the start of Tramlink in 2000,
and AFC Wimbledon in 2002.
The swimming baths reopened as a recreation centre
in 1989. In 1977, the free
Wimbledon Guardian news-

paper was launched, eventually leading to demise of the
old Wimbledon News in 2006.
The Crown Post Office in
Compton Road closed in
1995 and the annual Village
Fair started in 1986. Wimbledon
Hospital in Copse Hill closed
in 1983. Cannizaro House
became a hotel in 1987.
What about local museums?
Apart from our own Museum
of Wimbledon, already over
60 years old in 1977, we now
have the Windmill Museum
which opened the previous
year in 1976, the Lawn Tennis
Museum which opened that
same year in 1977, and the
Wandle Industrial Museum, in
1983.
Can you think of any more?
How about the Wombles in
1968? Richard apparently
forgot them!
CHARLES TOASE

WORLD WAR ONE CENTENARY

When the Kaiser came to Wimbledon
As we commemorate the
centenary of the First World
War from summer 1914, it is
curious to recall the warm day
years earlier when the young
Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany
had a splendid time reviewing
and admiring British troops on
Wimbledon Common.
During his first state visit
abroad after dumping Bismarck
as his Chancellor, he arrived
at Wimbledon Station by train
on 11 July 1891. Then, flanked
by his cousins, the Prince of
Wales (future King Edward VII)
and the Duke of Connaught,
the army Commander-inChief, Wilhelm rode up the hill
on horseback and prepared to
inspect 22,000 British troops
on the Common.
Huge crowds gathered to
watch the procession and
then the review itself, with
peers, MPs and diplomats together on a dedicated stand
off Parkside. The troops included 6000 Regulars who
had marched from Aldershot

and 16,000 Volunteers, the
national home defence force,
who had gathered at a special
station below St George’s
Road before assembling on the
Common.
This was still the era of
British redcoats, years before
the switch to khaki. The Boer
War still lay in the future and
the trenches of the Western
front were unimaginable. Britain
had not fought in Europe
since the Crimean War in the
1850s. The Kaiser was enjoying

an uncharacteristically good
press, and proud infantrymen
were positioned near the
Windmill while gunners and
cavalry were closer to Rushmere.
Kaiser Wilhelm certainly
enjoyed inspecting the lines
of men and later wrote: ‘It was
the greatest treat you could
have imagined for me and
splendidly done.’
Just over 23 years later he
led the German war effort
which killed more British and
other troops than any in history.
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WORLD WAR ONE CENTENARY

How Cannizaro cared for convalescents
On 2 Oct 1918, the American
Red Cross Bulletin in London
reported that a new hospital
for convalescent officers of
all the Allied nations had
opened in Wimbledon. Here
is a section of the report by
wartime writer PAUL TYNER.
Cannizaro is the musical
name of an estate at Wimbledon,
near London. It has been
taken over to become an
American Red Cross Hospital.
The estate is the home of
Mr and Mrs Percy Chubb of
New York. It has been a hospital for British officers since
the early days of the war but
has now, at the suggestion of
Mr Chubb, been brought into
the American Red Cross organization in Great Britain.
It will continue to care for a
certain proportion of officers,
as well as many Americans.
The plan is to extend this
breaking of distinctions by
also bringing in convalescent
officers of other nationalities.
The new hospital is within
about half an hour of central
London. The big two-storey
concrete building is picturesquely situated on the crest
of a hill in the midst of lawns
and gardens edged by ancient
woods of birch and locust.
Beyond the estate is Wimbledon
Common with its hundreds of
acres of country walks.
There is a bracing tonic
qu a l it y t o t h e a ir o n t h e
wooded height, and an atmosphere of rural remoteness
that makes London seem
much farther away than it
really is. This is probably the
only American hospital in
Europe that can boast its own
golf course. The course, as a
matter of fact, is a part of the
6

Allied officers recover on the terrace, served by a butler and footman.
original estate but has for
some years been leased to
the [Royal] Wimbledon Golf
Club. The club has generously made the entire course
free for the convalescents,
who have not been slow to
take advantage of the opportunity this offered.
The hospital is reached after
a stiff climb from Wimbledon
railway station, across the
south west corner of the famous
Common and past the little
lake sparkling in its center.
Passing through the gate, the
visitor enters a broad path,
bordered by curving masses
of rhododendron, punctuated
here and there by slender
towering beeches or fragrant
locust.
The path leads past the
tennis courts where, if the
weather is fine, a crowd of
convalescents is always to be
found. The crowd on the tennis
courts is something of a surprise to the visitor who has
perhaps come prepared to
see patients in hospital uniform.
These are officers in their
customary uniform, and there

is almost nothing of the familiar
air of a hospital about the
scene. To be sure, some of
the men move a bit stiffly with
the restraint compelled by an
arm in a sling or the rigidity of
leg which follows wounds and
operations. But in the main,
the scene on the tennis
courts, or for that matter anywhere about the estate, is
more expressive of the good
spirits of care-free children
than the anxious hush of a
hospital.
There are white-frocked nurses,
of course, to remind the officers
that they must not harm themselves by over-exertion, but
most of the ordinary atmosphere of the traditional hospital
is carefully avoided, and the
effort is to make the whole
place, on the psychological no
less than the physical, a
home-like place where spirits
may recuperate and regain
old-time health and vigour.
For the American visitor,
there is another surprise when
he is met at the door by a
typical English butler – the
conventional, smart, capable,

middle-aged, vigilant butler of
the stage, with the air of fitting
perfectly into the picture. He
takes the visitor’s card and
courteously invites him to enter
and await the Commandant’s
return from the tennis court.
The visitor will be particularly
lucky if he arrives about teatime, for this is a great event
at Cannizaro. Tennis players,
golfers and patients whose
only diversion is a walk or a
game of cards in a sunny corner
of the porch – all come trooping
into the great central hall at
tea-time. Mrs Price, the chief
nurse, finds places for all,
most of them around an ample
table before the big fireplace.
Then there is the tea,
poured by Mrs Price with the
easy graciousness which makes
everybody feel at home. With
the tea there is much talk
about everything except war
and wounds and pains and
symptoms. These subjects are
barred at Cannizaro.
The crowd of patients is
always interesting. There is the
middle-aged major recovering
from his second serious
wound and looking forward
eagerly to rejoining his unit at
the front. There is the Australian
flying man, who must make
himself comfortable as best
he can at full length on a sofa,
and whose favourite jokes
deal with the subject of Scotch
oatmeal cakes.
The great house contains
some 30 bedrooms of various
dimensions, some transformed
into wards for four to six men,
and all cheery and bright, airy
and comfortable. Some are
on the ground floor, convenient
for patients whose condition
makes travelling up and down
stairs difficult. There are ample
lounging, reading and writing
rooms. The dining-rooms are
small with the air, not of an
institution but a family party.

ORAL HISTORY
Cyril Maidment has lived most
of his life in the Wimbledon
area. A former chairman of
the Museum Committee, he
remains Curator of the Map
Collection, has produced many
maps depicting Wimbledon
over the centuries, and
leads several guided walks.
He is also organiser of the
forthcoming exhibition on
Merton Priory at the Norman
Plastow Gallery from July.
Here are a few highlights
from his full oral history at
www.wimbledonmuseum.org.uk.

I was born 18 October 1933
at Kingston Hospital and lived in
Nelson Road, Wimbledon. My
parents met when both
worked in a butcher’s shop in
Tooting Market. My father
served in both world wars. He
was called up in the first war
and in the second his catering
skills meant he spent the
whole five years in Catterick
army camp in Yorkshire. I
was never evacuated but had
a marvellous war collecting
shrapnel. In those days children
could wander anywhere, get
on a tram to London and explore all of the local commons.
I first went to Singlegate
School in Colliers Wood. I
had to wait until I was 70
years old before finding out
why it was called that. Colliers
Wood had a single gate on
the toll road while the double
gates were at Wimbledon. My
middle school was Fortescue
Road School. The building is
still there. I spent most of my
schooling in air raid shelters
so I wasn’t particularly brilliant
but I was fortunate to have a
second go at the scholarship.
My mother wanted me to go
on to Rutlish because she had
had some nice boyfriends there.
It was an excellent grammar

Cyril Maidment
school and I was very happy
although the school was controlled by the prefects and the
sub-prefects. The teachers were
able to cane people occasionally
or pour a bottle of milk over
them. But most discipline was
run by the prefects and subprefects who could slap your
face and pull your hair out
and do whatever they thought
was necessary.
I had one famous school
friend, Raymond Briggs, who
became the famous children’s
author. He also wrote a lovely
book about his parents called
Ethel and Ernest. Because he
lived in Ashen Grove, it is a
marvellous local history book.
It was very easy to move
around then. We had a lovely
tram system. The numbers 2 and
4 would go from Wimbledon
terminus outside the old town
hall up to Elephant and Castle
and then on to Westminster or
Blackfriars.
They were rickety old things
and I remember getting a shock
on the handrail upstairs when
it was raining heavily but I
don’t think many people got
electrocuted. There are pictures
of trams at the corner of
South Wimbledon picking up
electricity from overhead wires.
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EXHIBITIONS

David Wynne show at the Museum
Formerly Wimbledon-based, David Wynne has more works on
public display in London than any other sculptor. He used to live
on Southside at Rushmere, now part of King’s College School. In
1980 the Society organised a show of his work at Cannizaro
House and this spring, Norman Plastow sponsored another at
the Museum. Wynne’s best known work is probably Boy with a
Dolphin in Chelsea. At 87, his work continues.

Shown clockwise: The Risen Christ, 90
feet up at Wells Cathedral (1985);
Nicola (1970); Yehudi Menuhin playing
two Vivaldi concertos (1963); David
Wynne himself at work on an elephant
after a recent visit to Africa (1989); Boy
with a Dolphin, his most familiar public
work (1974).

Continued from Page 1
Four sections of the perimeter
wall are still to be seen, one
200 metres long. Then there
is the beautiful Norman archway,
now at Merton Parish Church.
The exhibition will tell of
many important events that
took place in the Priory, where
Adrian IV, the only English
Pope, and St Thomas Becket
were both educated.
In 1236, 20 years after Magna
Carta, Parliament met there
to prepare the written law in
the form of the 11 chapters of
the Statute of Merton which
remained on the Statute Book
for over 700 years.
King John often stayed there
8

Merton Priory exhibition
but the most frequent royal visitor
was his son Henry III, who kept
lodgings there. Throughout his
reign many charters were
attested at Merton Priory.
The son of Edward I died
there in 1274, Henry IV held a
privy council there in 1412,
and Henry VI was crowned
there on his 16th birthday in 1437.
Even Henry VIII’s daughter
Mary visited the Priory in 1533.
The exhibition will illustrate
the huge scale of Merton’s
influence, with exhibits including
an indenture from 1355 and a
map from 1723, both treasures
from our own Museum.

But the Museum of London
will also display its extensive
archaeological digs and both
Merton Historical Society and
former Councillor Richard
Chellew, who has done so
much work on the Statute of
Merton and other documents,
will contribute to the exhibition.
The Merton Priory Trust will
display plans of the wonderful
extensions to the Chapter
House Museum funded by the
National Lottery. Featured too
will be some of the fine
churches of Augustinian priories
which escaped Henry VIII.
CYRIL MAIDMENT

ENVIRONMENT
Wimbledon Common and
Putney Heath suffered first
the coldest and then the
wettest winters for many
years in 2013 and 2014,
with inevitable effects on
wildlife. But another factor
also threatens their future,
as DAVE WILLS explains.
It is disappointing to have to
report that 2013 proved to be
another barren year for
ground-nesting birds. Much
effort was once again aimed
at attracting the Skylark back
to the Meadow during the
relevant months but to no
avail, unfortunately.
One probability is that this
bird’s basic requirements involve a much greater area of
adequate ground cover in which
to nest than that presented
this year. Elsewhere much
endeavour continues to be
expended on the clearing of
birch scrub on the plateau,
particularly in the Ladies Mile
area, where, it has to be said,
the heathland is looking as
lush and inviting as ever, and
yet still remains noticeably
sterile in attracting bird life.
It is difficult these days to
believe that during the 1980s
six of the Common’s seven
ground-nesting birds bred in
this area. Certainly one of the
problems in this respect compared with then is the number
of visitors who forsake the
pathways to walk through
these sensitive areas.
With no controls such as
signage in place to alleviate
this particular problem, it seems
unlikely that we will ever
again be able to experience
the comparatively low levels
of disturbance that existed a
few decades ago.
Creating suitable habitat is
one thing, protecting it is quite

We are ‘loving the
Common to death’

These Skylark chicks were
photographed on the Meadow
back in 1977. Regular
disturbance by visitors and
dogs means this is no
longer possible.
another – each being futile
without the other. While national
declines are accepted, it
surely cannot be entirely coincidental that the majority of
those birds nesting in our
trees or in dense scrub are
thriving, while those using
ground cover have disappeared.
Furthermore, if there is no
balance, then the ongoing
struggle between the freedom
of visitors to enjoy recreational
pursuits on the Common and
that of its ground-nesting
birds can only result in the
continued depletion of the latter
–a scenario that is slowly but
surely already being played
out at several of our ponds, in
which there are often as many
dogs as waterfowl these days.
As so often happens at our
plateau ponds, the heat wave
in July last year saw water
levels become dangerously
shallow, leaving many juvenile
birds exposed to predation
by dogs. Low water levels

make it far easier for certain
breeds of dogs to chase down
flightless young birds.
Dogs in deeper water are
relatively harmless and indeed
become more vulnerable themselves at the hands of our larger
water birds such as the Mute
Swan. Dare we hope that the
dredging of our plateau ponds
be given some long-awaited
priority in the near future, with
special priority being given
to Bluegate Gravel Pit,
which has now failed to maintain adequate water levels
throughout the summer
months since 2001?
One cannot help but recall
the words of environmentalist
David Bellamy who back in
2000 warned that the greatest
danger facing the Common is
that it becomes ‘loved to death’.
The inference is of course
that its increasing magnetism
eventually becomes the instrument of its decreasing
flora and fauna. While one
appreciates and indeed lauds
the conservation measures
and hard work of both staff
and Conservators in this respect,
disturbance on the Common
in the future is likely to remain
unrelenting.
So too are the challenges,
not least of which being the
avoidance of becoming too
easily resigned to the sad
consequences of its popularity.
This text is based on
the introduction to the latest
annual report, The Birds of
Wimbledon Common and
Putney Heath 2013.
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PLANNING COMMITTEE

Committee member TONY MICHAEL presented the above at the recent Research Conference on
Urban Trees held in Birmingham. Merton has declined to adopt the Tree Years policy in its local plan.
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Members voted at the AGM to
investigate the implications
of formally incorporating
the Wimbledon Society. It
followed lengthy consideration
of the move by the Executive
Committee. IAIN SIMPSON
explains the thinking.
You might wonder what has
suddenly caused this idea to
surface after so many years of
operating happily as an unincorporated association. There
are several factors but it is fair
to say the central issue is one
of liability.
The Wimbledon Society
currently has charitable status
but is not incorporated. This
presents certain risks. The
trustees (the officers and
members of the Executive
Committee) are jointly and
severally liable for the totality
of any debts of the Society.
In fact, the unlimited liability
actually extends to all members,
whether trustees or not, so
although it is usually a trustee

Why incorporation is necessary
who would be required to pay
a claimant, that trustee could
then claim contribution from
all members.
Anyone who thought they
had a financial claim on the
Society could require any individual trustee or member to
cover the whole of the debt.
There would be no need for
them to seek recovery from
other members. And there
would be no limit to the
amount of recovery that could
be sought.
Most Executive Committee
members were not entirely
aware of all this. However, I
recently had a conversation
with two learned friends - one of
them a barrister - about running
charitable organisations and
the facts came to light.
Many organisations and partner
-ships over the last few years
have sought the protection of
incorporation. Solicitors and

accountants especially have
wisely decided that unlimited
liability is no longer sensible.
The Lloyds debacle of losses
in the late 1980s and early
90s created financial havoc
among its members who then
carried unlimited liability.
But surely, isn’t the likely
risk exposure of a trustee or
member of the Wimbledon
Society minimal and just how
often has a problem of this
kind occurred anyway?
Well, there have been actual
cases and the fact is that the
liability exists. So why would
anyone, knowing that, choose
to ignore the reassurance of
having limited liability through
incorporation?
There will undoubtedly be
organisational problems in
making any change. It will be
our immediate task to identify
those hurdles and plan how
best to move forward.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Steadily growing workload as numbers
of letters of continue to rise
The Planning Committee
monitors have been ever busier
this year, checking many of
the local planning applications
submitted to Merton Council.
This resulted in a total of
79 letters of objection being
prepared and sent to the
Council in 2013. The results
were encouraging, with 17
applications being refused, six
withdrawn and 37 granted.
19 cases were still outstanding in April this year.
Seven appeals were made,
five of which were refused
and two were outstanding.
The monitors’ annual workload has been increasing year

on year. In 2012, a total of 73
letters of objection were prepared and sent to Merton on
behalf of the Committee. That
was up from 61 letters in
2011 and 44 in 2010.
To put these figures in context,
in 2013 over 4500 planning
applications were submitted
to Merton, including those
covering listed buildings, tree
works, changes of use and so
on. Of these, more than 1000
related to sites falling within
the Society’s area of interest Wimbledon, Raynes Park and
Wimbledon Park.
Our monitors carefully
examine the applications. In

2013, some 250 cases were
selected for further consideration
by the full Planning Committee
to decide whether objections
were justified.
Some of our comments are
for changes and improvements to - rather than outright
rejection of - the application.
Following objections received,
applicants will sometimes
withdraw proposals or amend
them before re-submission.
When Merton grants permission to an application, this is
invariably accompanied by
conditions, some of which
meet the points we have
raised.
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AROUND AND ABOUT

Book early for
Chester House

Where Benjamin Franklin lived
In March, Society members
visited the onetime lodgings
of Benjamin Franklin, one of
America’s founding fathers, in
a Grade 1 18th century house
in Craven Street, near Trafalgar
Square. A sound and light
presentation with commentary
by a costumed actress recreated the period atmosphere.
The group above heard about
Franklin’s interests which included
inventing a musical instrument
called an Armonica. This consisted of rotating glass dishes

which produced an eerie
tone. They saw a reproduction version and heard what it
sounded like.
MICHAEL NORMAN-SMITH

The Society’s first illustrated talk
at Chester House, Westside
Common, in more than 20
years will take place at 4pm,
Saturday, 27 September. Advance
booking is essential as visitor
numbers are restricted. See the
2014-15 Lectures Sheet. The best
known resident of Wimbledon’s
third oldest building was the
18th century radical politician
John Horne Tooke who died
there in 1812 but there is a lot
more to the story than that.

Photographic assistant needed for the Museum
Photographs curator Simon Joseph seeks help with the Museum’s
extensive collection of images. Applicants need to assist with remigrating the digitised collection on to the website, digitising
new analogue photographs, and cataloguing both digital and
analogue images. Training will be given so that the assistant
can work alone. Please email simon-joseph@doctors.org.uk or
call 07768 388 488 with details of your interest and experience.

Welcome
newcomers
Dr Pamela Greenwood (right) is
now Curator of Archaeology at
the Museum. She previously
worked with David Woodcock,
former Head of Collections, and
was a curator in the Archaeology
and Local History section of
the Passmore Edwards Museum
in Newham for nearly 20 years.
A longstanding member of the
Wandsworth Historical Society,
she curates its archaeological
collections, the result of fieldwork from 1962 onwards, and
organizes its archaeological
activities, fieldwork and foreshore surveys in the Borough
of Wandsworth.
Sue Lang (far right) is our new
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Honorary Secretary. Resident
in Wimbledon since 1979, until
2008 she was the Academic
Registrar and Clerk to the
Governors at Wimbledon School
(now College) of Art charitable
trust. This involved a wide
range of administrative responsibilities, supporting staff

and students, and academic
development. Since 2009 she has
been part of the admissions
team at the University of the
Arts London.
Sue has experience of
working as a volunteer researcher, and is a trustee of
the Wimbledon College of Art.

