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“Not privilege but equality”
2018 MARKS THE 100-YEAR
anniversary of the Representation
of the People Act, which first gave
some women and all men the
right to vote. Here we celebrate
Wimbledon resident Maud Ingram
Crofts, the first woman in England
issued with a practising certificate
to allow her to work as a solicitor
(1923), after a campaign which
lasted ten years. Maud was an active
suffragist who campaigned for the
right of all women to vote on the
same basis as men.
Maud Isabel Ingram was born
in Brighton in 1889. Her father,
Thomas, was a barrister. Her
mother, Victoria, was born in India,
the only child of George Skinner,
who was killed in an uprising
when she was a year old. The
Skinner family had lived in India
for several generations. Victoria’s
great-grandfather, Colonel James
Skinner, formed the renowned
battalion Skinner’s Horse.
In 1911, the family moved to
Wimbledon and lived in The Priory,
Southside (now the site of King’s
College Junior School). After her

husband’s death, Victoria remained
at The Priory until she died in 1938,
spending part of each year in India
administering her estates. Maud
was the ninth child in an academic
family of twelve children: all her
brothers studied at Cambridge, and
her sister Mabel became a doctor.
Maud went to Girton College,
achieving Honours in History and
Law Tripos in 1913. She also became
a Tennis Blue.
Soon after leaving Girton,
Maud started her campaign,
with three other young women,
Photos by Nigel Davies, with thanks to the Women’s Library/LSE

SHEILA DUNMAN tells the story of
the life and career of one of
Wimbledon’s pioneering women.

Soon after leaving Girton
College, Maud started
her campaign, with three
other young women, to
qualify as a solicitor
to qualify as a solicitor. She also
became Secretary of the Working
Women’s Legal Advice Bureau.
The Law Society rejected the
proposal to admit women, but,
undeterred, Maud joined the
Committee for the Opening of the
Legal Profession to Women. After
much effort, this resulted in the
passing of the Sex Disqualification
(Removal) Act of 1919. (contd on p3)

Newspaper clippings from Maud Crofts’
scrapbooks, now in the Women’s Library of
the London School of Economics Library

For the latest information, go to www.wimbledonsociety.org.uk, www.wimbledonmuseum.org.uk or the Facebook page.
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Chairman’s
view
AS I WRITE THIS in late July the view from my
window is of parched gardens, starved of rain and
baking in the seemingly endless heatwave! The
Common is now biscuit-coloured and the ponds are
drying up.
Come October my view may include my
neighbours’ wheelie bins. 120,000 are due to be
delivered to Merton’s householders, in an effort to
increase recycling and save the Council money. I do
hope that we will not find too many of these bins
clogging Wimbledon’s pavements, and that residents
will make an effort to keep them out of sight.
On a positive note, we should celebrate the
High Court’s recent decision that the Mayor of
London’s decision to close Wimbledon police
station was unlawful and cannot be allowed to
stand. We congratulate Councillor Paul Kohler on
his successful judicial review and share his hope
that the Mayor’s office will take this opportunity to
consider the matter afresh and revisit its decision
to close the station. Members will be aware that
this is an issue on which the Society has long been
campaigning.
There are a couple of current initiatives to
which I would draw members’ attention. The
historic electricity transformer in Sunnyside is
in a dilapidated state, and the Society intends
to arrange its repair. The fine water fountain in
Parkside is similarly dilapidated and the Society
is pressing its owners, the Drinking Fountain
Association, to agree to our repairing it as well.
These are significant local landmarks, and we are
concerned to ensure their preservation.
One of my aims as Chairman is to give members
greater opportunities to meet and socialise. We
are looking into the possibility of a Ball next year,
and we hope to provide more details soon. In the
meantime, we are having another ‘Away Day’ – a
chance for the Society’s several groups to tell
members about their work and listen to members’
ideas and questions. This will be on Saturday
3rd November, and a flyer is enclosed with this
Newsletter. I do hope to see you there.
In the meantime, I wish you an enjoyable summer.
JEREMY HUDSON

n NEWS n

Museum accessibility
THE BOARD AND THE Museum
Committee have for some time
been considering a restructuring
programme for the Museum.
Before embarking on the planning
it became apparent that the
question of accessibility should be
professionally examined.
We took advice from the Access
and Sustainability Advisory Service
(ASAS); one of their access advisors
met the Society’s Chairman,
the Chairman of the Museum
Committee and the Chairman
of the Village Hall Trust (VHT)
in January. She pointed out the
building was owned and managed
by the Village Hall Trust and
that any survey would need to be
commissioned by the Trust.
This was agreed subject to the
costs being paid on a 50/50 basis by

the Wimbledon Society on behalf
of the Museum and the Village
Hall Trust.
After a false start a surveyor
recommended by ASAS was
engaged, namely Chris Harrowell
Limited. Their report was received
in June. It has been distributed to
the Village Hall Trustees and to the
Society’s officers.
The report is wide ranging and
comprehensive; it needs and is
receiving considerable thought.
Its influence on our restructuring
will be potentially decisive.
In undertaking this work the
Society has been encouraged by the
Wimbledon Foundation and we are
grateful to them for awarding us
a grant defraying our share of the
survey fees.
JOHN MAYS

Success for Milward Essayist
Norma Cox, whose essay was highly
commended in the Wimbledon Society’s
Richard Milward Essay competition
2016, has had her work published in
Pharmaceutical Historian (2018 Vol.
8/2). Norma’s essay Chemists Shops in
Wimbledon Village in the Victorian Age,
was felt by our judges to “leave the
reader wanting more”. Now, with extra
material supplied by her co-author Mr.
Stuart Anderson, a full and excellent
paper on the subject has been produced
under the title: The emergence of chemists’
shops in Wimbledon, South London, 18371901: using trade directories and registers
to track local pharmacies.
We are delighted that Norma’s original
work has got the recognition it deserves
and of course the Society is happy to give
permission for its publication along with
the photos taken in the Village which
Norma submitted to us.
MONICA ELLISON

Maud Crofts (continued from p1)

home when the children returned
As well as her busy life as a
During WWI, Maud continued her from school. Her son John was
practising solicitor, in 1925 Maud
campaign for women’s rights. She
killed in WWII in 1944. Rosemary
published a book entitled Women
worked in a solicitor’s office to gain
attended Wimbledon High School,
Under English Law, which described
experience and in 1919 began her
and became a solicitor, as did her
women’s legal status and their
formal Articled training. Six months daughter Mary. Are they the first
position in society. She was solicitor
before her Finals she married John
three generational family of women for charities such as the National
Cecil Crofts at St. Mary’s Church,
solicitors? Maud finally retired
Council for the Unmarried Mother
Wimbledon. John was a solicitor, and aged 66, and died in 1965.
and her Child, and was well qualified
they lived for several years
to advise women’s groups
in Lingfield Road, before
on marriage, divorce, and
moving to Barham Road.
the custody of children.
Maud became a
She was recruited by the
member of the Law
BBC in 1928 to give twelve
Society in 1922. When she
radio talks on “Law and the
was finally granted her
Home”.
practising certificate, she
The struggle that Maud
and John set up in practice
Crofts and women of
together, with her brother
her generation fought to
Robert. Unusually for that
achieve rights for women
time, Maud continued to
in all areas of society is
work after the birth of her
summed up in what she
two children, John and
Maud Crofts (right) with her sister Gladys Donnithorne (left) and
wrote in 1916:
Rosemary, arranging her
their mother Victoria Ingram (centre) by the tennis court in the
“We women want not
working hours to be at
garden of the Priory (family photo courtesy Audrey Donnithorne)
privilege but equality”.
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n LOCAL HISTORY GROUP n

£16million House
WEST LODGE, 4 Westside, has been offered
for sale at £16 million, becoming the second
highest priced house in Wimbledon (the Old
Rectory House fetched £17,500,000 five years
ago). It was originally called Homeside and
designed by EJ May in 1893 for Sydney Smith,
a stockbroker who had bought Chester
House in order to get the land for it (then
selling Chester House itself for £9,500). In the
1950s it was split into three, with Worsley
House as the south-east part, West Lodge as
the rear part, and The Cottage on the northeast corner. The only notable resident was
Lord Russell of Liverpool, who lived there at
Worsley House from 1958 to 1962.

Richard Rogers’
House

IN 1885 AN IMPRESSIVE
terrace of houses was
built at 2-12 Amity Grove
and called Shakespeare
Villas; each one was
named appropriately:
Shakespeare House,
Alveston, Wilmcote,
Avondale, Charlecote, and
Clopton House (all places

MANY OF TODAY’S architectural icons
were initially greeted with dismay by
more traditional society, and the house
that architect Richard Rogers designed
in 1967 at 22 Parkside is a case in point.
Basically a glass box, it surprised some
of Wimbledon’s more old-fashioned
residents. The mound in front was built
to screen the house from the road and
also to provide privacy for the house. It
was so successful that delivery drivers
often drove past and failed to find it!
Originally designed for Rogers’
parents, it was later occupied by his
son Ab who adapted it for a family with
young children. When they left, it was
put up for sale at £3.2 million, but it
didn’t sell.
In 2015 the Richard Rogers Charitable
Settlement donated it to Harvard
University’s Graduate School of Design
and since last June it has provided a
London base for their students and
lecturers, and for symposia. It was listed
grade II* in 2013, when English Heritage
described it as ‘a highly significant,
surviving early British High-Tech
building’, with Ed Vaizey, Culture Minister
at the time, calling it ‘a masterpiece’.
CHARLES TOASE

Photos © Nigel Davies

Have you noticed? No.5
Shakespeare in Wimbledon

Shakespeare on the roof
gable (above and top right)
and in the porch of No.2
(right); the Tudor-style
chimneys (far right)
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associated with the Bard).
One even has a bust
of Shakespeare in the
porch. The three groups
of chimneys have Tudor
style chimney pots, and
the original fireplaces had
tiles with scenes from his
plays. Research is ongoing
on these houses, and

we hope later to report
on other features and to
reveal the name of the
architect.
Shakespeare can also
be seen in the centre of
Wimbledon, where he is
accompanied by Milton
on the front of the public
library.

n W I M B L E D O N PA R K n

The view that never was
DAVE DAWSON corrects the record:
Capability Brown did not give Earl
Spencer a ‘signature’ view from his
manor house down to the new lake
in what is now Wimbledon Park.

amount of excavation which had
to be done before Sarah could look
complacently northward along
the avenue”. Examination of the
ground where the southern part
of the excavation should have been
(now within the grounds of Ricard’s
Lodge School) shows that the ground
is on a level with the surrounding
terrace and that the “acid grassland”
vegetation typical of the terrace
extends across the area. Clearly, the
excavation was never done.

Photo © Nigel Davies

place she would not visit. Her great
grandson, the first Earl, was keen
on the Marlborough Manor and it
was he who commissioned Lancelot
(Capability) Brown to improve
the park in 1765 and create its
WHEN THE MARLBOROUGH Manor
lake. Brown would certainly have
House was built in 1733 for Sarah,
advised the Earl that the view from
Dowager Duchess of Marlborough,
the house was compromised but,
it was on the same orientation
far from excavating, or moving
as the demolished Tudor Manor
the house, Brown planted trees to
House, but some 220m to the
obscure views north. So, contrary
south, at the southern edge of the
to Brown’s signature elsewhere, the
Black Park Gravel terrace. The view
house did not afford a view down
from here is south, towards the
the hill slope to the sinuous lake
Contrary to Brown’s
North Downs, whereas the Tudor
below. Perhaps the Earl, like his
signature elsewhere, the
House had had the opposite –
house did not afford a view great grandmother, did not give
north-west towards Harrow on the
priority to his third best property?
down
the
hill
slope
to
the
Hill, along the Great Avenue of the
A north-south cross-section across
sinuous lake below
Tudor Wimbledon Park.
the site shows that an excavation of
Strachan Higham, whose
the near ground, to a depth of 5.5m,
posthumous account of the
Sarah found her Wimbledon
would have been necessary to see
Elizabethan Manor House, published house “very damp and unhealthy”
all the new lake. To have a view of
in 1962, is otherwise excellently
and preferred the greater comfort
the whole downslope would require
researched, made one essential error. of others of her many properties,
digging to an even greater depth of
He had unearthed two plans in the
so perhaps she saw no priority to
8.5m. All this supports the view that
Gough Collection in the Bodleian
invest in a large excavation in a
no excavation was undertaken.
Library showing
Dorothy
Marlborough
manor house
50m
how the plateau
Stroud’s
to the north of
masterwork on
Horse
Close
Wood
the Marlborough
Capability Brown,
House could be
published in 1950,
Lake
excavated to give Sea
described a view
500m
level
a view north
north down to
The view from the main floor of the house misses the whole of the lake. The
along the Great
the lake and the
colours show how much excavation would be needed to achieve a view of the
Avenue and he
error has been
whole of the lake or a grassy hill slope down to it.
observed that
perpetuated in
these plans show:
countless accounts
“…the immense
of the park.

The model of Marlborough Manor House in the Museum of Wimbledon(above). The House was set in an excavated saucer to give the
duchess level access to her main accommodation. The excavation would have been needed in the foreground.
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n RAF CENTENARY n

The airfield on the Common

A hundred days after
the Royal Air Force’s
official centenary on 1st
April, the RAF celebrated
one hundred years
of operations with a
splendid flypast of
aircraft over Buckingham
Palace on 10th July.
These ranged from the
Spitfire, symbol of the
Battle of Britain, to the
RAF’s newest £150m
advanced stealth jet
fighter F-35. Watching
the summer salute to
the skies, Wimbledon
Society member MR
CHRISTOPHER ELLIOTT
was reminded of their
precursors in the Royal
Flying Corps and those
‘magnificent young men
in their flying machines’
who flew them on
Wimbledon Common.
A life-long interest in
aircraft and a collector’s
instinct which has earned
him the family nickname
‘Steptoe’, eighty nine
year old retired journalist
Christopher recalls for
us those pioneers
and their exploits on
Wimbledon Common.
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THE ROYAL FLYING CORPS (1915-16)
had a small detachment of two planes
– a Vickers FB5 (max speed 70 mph)
and a BE2c (max speed 69 mph) on a
temporary airstrip – a landing ground
which took in some 40 acres (650 by 350
yards) – on the flat area visible to the
left as one approaches the Windmill
from Parkside. The planes were housed
in a canvas hangar and the men lived on
site in three or more bell tents.
Commanded by 2nd Lt. J Stuart Castle,
the detachment was part of No.24
Squadron (motto ‘Ready for All Things),
who were stationed at nearby Hounslow,
Middlesex. Ostensibly, their mission was
to watch for German zeppelin raids. This
was a tall order since it took something
like an hour for such machines to claw
up to 10,000ft.

High in the history of the air
force stands the engagement
between Lt. Lanoe Hawker
and the great German fighter
ace Lt. Manfred von Richtofen –
the Red Baron

Lt. Lanoe Hawker on the cover of the
Daily Sketch newspaper in August 1915
followed by elements from Squadrons
17, 19, 141 and 39.
So it was that the Common’s rough
pasture helped to shape an element of
Hawker’s Squadron and perhaps Hawker
himself, since he must have flown in
frequently from Hounslow on inspections.
However, he was back in frontline
operations by the autumn of that year.
High in the history of the air force
stands the engagement between Lt.
Hawker and the great German fighter
ace Lt. Manfred von Richtofen (the Red
Baron). On 23rd November 1916 while
engaged on the Western Front, Hawker

It was one of the Royal Flying Corps
most distinguished Western Front fighter
pilots, Lt. Lanoe G Hawker VC, whose
Hounslow brief it was to bring No.24
Squadron back up to scratch. Along with
other experienced ace reconnaissance/
fighter pilots,
Hawker was
withdrawn from
frontline service
for a time in
Spring 1916 in
order to train
and replenish
pilot numbers.
The detachment
at Wimbledon
Common was
part of that
A map of the airfield on the Common drawn by Lt Castle in a letter in 1975
training plan –

Asif Malik

n RAF CENTENARY n

Simon Westwood/www.flybylightphotography.co.uk

Alamy Stock Photo (2)

A plaque on the Rangers Office
by the Wimbledon Windmill on
the Common commemorates
the early days of flying

WWI aircraft: (top) a Vickers FB5 ‘Gunbus’ depicted in a painting by Frank Wootton; (above) a replica
of the Royal Aircraft Factory BE2c commissioned by the RAF Museum, pictured at Duxford
was fatally wounded in a prolonged
dogfight over German lines, crashing on
the battlefield not far from Bapaume.
German Grenadiers who had witnessed
the fight at low level noted the crash
site and buried the British pilot by the
wreckage of his DH4 the following day.
Lt. Stuart Castle was more fortunate;
though shot down in flames as late as
1918, he got away lightly without serious
injury and it was he who lived to tell the
local tale. In 1975 he recalled how his
detachment was warmly welcomed in
1915 by the Wimbledon public. For his
part, he found that the airstrip frequently
turned out to be “foggy and cold”.
Perhaps some condition of that kind
caused the incident recalled by a young

resident Max Cotton, then aged eleven,
who described how one of the aircraft
crashed in the garden of a house on
Parkside after hitting a chimney pot. Fire
followed but the pilot escaped with minor
injuries. Mr Cotton added; “We kids were
given bits of the wreckage as souvenirs by
a kindly sentry – quite illegal of course.”
No doubt all the more valued for that.
Another airman remembered at our
local wartime airstrip was Lt. Robert
Burns, an observer who was later killed.
A fine photograph of a lad wearing
Observer Wings was recently found by
your correspondent in a house clearance.
I believe that it may well be that of Robert
Burns but that is yet to be established.
CHRISTOPHER ELLIOTT

MR ELLIOTT ATTENDED
a book-signing at the
Shuttleworth Military Air
Display in 2016. The author
was Mr RG Head whose
work was Oswald Boelcke:
Germany’s First Fighter Ace
and Father of Air Combat.
Britain’s No.24 Squadron gets
several mentions in its pages
– as does its commander Lt.
Hawker VC.
One interesting theory
posited is that the old
class system for pilots was
broken down by No.24. Of
the 145 pilots listed in the
Squadron’s history compiled
after the Great War, 31 were
from the British Empire
and eight from the USA. It
would appear that born of
its time and of necessity, the
public school boy network
did not play much of a
part in recruitment for 24
Squadron.
We hope there will be
room to display one or
two items from Mr. Elliott’s
collection on the Wimbledon
Society Stand, just a stone’s
throw from the site of the
old airfield, on Commons
Open Day on Sunday 9th
September.
MONICA ELLISON
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n PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT n

THE HIGH COURT has given
judgment in Paul Kohler’s case for
a Judicial Review of the decision by
the Mayor’s Office for Policing and
Crime (MOPAC) to close a number
of Police Stations in Greater London
including Wimbledon’s.
Professor Kohler was violently
attacked in his home in Wimbledon
in 2014. He believes he owes his life
to the quick response of officers
from Wimbledon Police Station,
who arrived within eight minutes
of a 999 call.
His argument had a number
of grounds: that the Mayor’s
Office applied unpublished
criteria, sometimes inconsistently,
in making the decision; that
inadequate information was
provided during the consultation,
and that the Mayor’s Office had
not conscientiously considered the
responses made during the process.
The Mayor’s Office produced a
consultation document and then
sought comments on its proposals.
Mr Kohler’s response (on behalf of
Merton Liberal Democrats) included
a suggestion that no decision be
made until an evaluation had
been completed of the impact of
new technology; it also sought
an evidence-based analysis of
current and future policing needs
throughout Merton.

Photo © Nigel Davies

The future of Wimbledon Police Station

The High Court judgment stated:
“The consultation process in this
case was not conducted well. Both
the content and the structure of
the consultation document were
unsatisfactory. It was markedly
less helpful than such documents
should be if they are to achieve their
purpose in informing a decision on
a matter of great significance for a
large number of people …” It also
stated: “There is no evidence before
the court that the deputy mayor

The judgment concluded
that “the decision to
close the Wimbledon
police station is therefore
unlawful and cannot be
allowed to stand”

herself read the Merton Liberal
Democrats’ response, and we cannot
infer that she did.”
The judgment concluded “the
deputy mayor failed to ensure
that there was consideration of
a material matter raised in the
consultation responses relating to
Merton” and that “the decision to
close the Wimbledon police station
is therefore unlawful and cannot
be allowed to stand.” However,
because the judgment concerned
matters specific to Wimbledon, it did
not hold that the Mayor’s Office’s
decision to close the other 36 stations
around London was unlawful.
The matter is now referred back
for reconsideration by the Deputy
Mayor, so this is not yet the end of
the story.

Vehicle charging points on the highway
THE SOCIETY FAVOURS
the use of electric vehicles
to reduce pollution, noise
etc, and, of course, public
charging points will be
needed in addition to those
in homes and offices.
Recently, some of the
existing parking bays in the
High Street, Wimbledon
Village, have been changed
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to charging point bays,
and charging times can
range from four to eight
hours. Local shops and
businesses, however,
rely on publicly available
parking bays for visitors and
shoppers etc, particularly
for short term stays.
Rather than lose these
critical short term parking

bays it seems sensible to
locate the charging bays
in more peripheral areas,
maybe in Southside or The
Green, for example.
In response to an enquiry
from the Society, Merton
Council have set out their
criteria for where vehicle
charging bays should be
placed or avoided:

– Where there is adequate
pavement width
– Close to shopping
destinations and
transport hubs
– In those residential areas
where there are electric
vehicles
– Locations easily seen
by passing traffic
– Not outside commercial
and residential frontages

n PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT n

‘Interim’ listing proposal
WHEN A BUILDING IS LISTED by
Historic England it gains a measure
of protection from unsympathetic
development. But what happens when
a development proposal comes along
before a building is listed?
An incident concerning a rare and
beautiful Jacobean ceiling in a former
restaurant in Bristol made the headlines
recently when it was ripped out before
it could be assessed for listing. It had
survived the Civil War, the industrial
revolution, the Blitz and 1960’s town
planning – but was destroyed because
it happened not to be listed.
We have a current example in
Wimbledon with the proposal to
demolish Bank Buildings at the foot
of Wimbledon Hill Road, retaining
only the façade. The Council’s own
assessment describes it as “one of the
most magnificent buildings in both

Go slow in the village

the Town Centre and the Conservation
Area.” A new building erected behind
the facade would house a 94-room
hotel.
Wimbledon East Hillside Residents’
Association have made an emergency
application to Historic England for
listing, but at the time of writing
this is still being considered. As yet,
there is no interim protection in this
situation though it is understood
recommendations are being prepared
to provide for this.
In the meantime, the developer
has submitted a formal application
for planning permission for the
new building. Wimbledon Society’s
Planning Committee has objected
officially both to the principle of
demolishing the building and retaining
the façade, and also to several aspects
of the proposed new building.

MERTON COUNCIL is proposing to
introduce a 20mph speed limit in
Wimbledon Village High St and adjoining
roads. The Wimbledon Society supports
this; however, our main concern is how
it will be enforced. Effective measures
could include:
– chicanes, as used in the heavilytrafficked Ludgate Hill, City of London
– shrub and tree planting, shielding
pedestrians from traffic fumes,
and could include public seating –
extending/widening pavements
– a cycle and/or horse pathway.
We have urged the Council to take
this opportunity to re-design the area
as a whole, considering pavings, road
surfaces, street furniture, lighting,
signage, planting and shopfront design.
We believe that a coordinated plan
could transform the High Street into
an outstanding example of public area
design.

National Planning Policy Framework
A NEW NATIONAL PLANNING
Policy Framework (NPPF) has recently
emerged from Whitehall, setting out
the approach that planning authorities
now have to follow. Ministers claim that
Councils will now find it easier to refuse
poorly designed schemes that do not
complement their surroundings, and
that communities will have a greater
say in new developments. They also say
that “quantity must never compromise
the quality of what is built”.
Reactions so far have been mixed.

The Campaign to Protect Rural England
says that the new NPPF is “a speculative
developers charter, and will lead to the
death of the plan-led system”.
The British Property Federation
said that “the planning system in town
centres remains too inflexible and
outdated”, and that industry and logistics
were overlooked in favour of housing.
The Royal Town Planning Institute
doubts that the present resources going
into planning offices would be enough
to deliver the NPPF approach.

Community green space grants
DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS
for creating more community
green spaces?
The Mayor of London
has announced that Round
2 of the Greener City
Fund Community Grants

programme is now open
for applications. A total of
£1.1 million is available to
improve and create green
space across London and
improve Londoners’ access
to nature. A further £300,000

has been allocated to
support greening projects
in schools to help protect
students from air pollution.
The deadline for
applications is Monday 1
October 2018 and projects

should take place between
January 2019 and December
2019. For more information
go to www.london.gov.uk,
click on Environment > Parks
& Green Spaces > Greener
City Fund
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n AC TIVITIES n

Jennifer goes clubbing
ON A COLD, wet morning we
entered the beautiful surroundings
of the Savile Club to find coffee, tea
and biscuits laid out for us in the
Library, where club secretary Julian
Malone-Lee gave a most interesting
talk on the history of the Club.
Unlike other Private Members
Clubs in London, the Savile is
housed in two 18th Century private
houses, making it intimate and
relaxing. Not that you are allowed to
sit and snooze behind a newspaper
after lunch, as conversation is
encouraged between members at all
times. One exception was a member
referred to as ‘Jim’ who regularly
dozed off behind his book in the
library. One day the staff noticed
he hadn’t replied to greetings
and found he had passed away
peacefully in his chair.
There is a garden and terrace,
a luxury in Mayfair, providing a
welcoming venue for dinner or
drinks on a warm summer evening.
69 Brook Street was acquired in
1884 by American Walter Burns,
principal partner of JS Morgan,
as a gift for his wife and she
acquired number 71 in 1890. Her
granddaughter, Lady Harcourt,
granted the lease to the Club in
1927. This is the Club’s fourth
location and the name Savile
comes from a previous home
near Savile Row. It is primarily
for artists and writers and many
works of art by members are
hung in the public rooms.
Scenes for Downton Abbey were
shot in the beautifully renovated
ballroom, the gold leaf having
been painstakingly restored by
Polish craftsmen. The whole Club
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is being carefully restored from top
to bottom and the basement is now
finished providing much needed
space. The original French tiles
are beautiful – replacements were
produced using a laser template
costing thousands of pounds, but
the new tiles blend in so well that
you cannot tell the difference.
The kitchens are in the basement
where meals for up to 250 can

It was discovered that
the Victorians had used
thousands of walnut
shells to insulate the
copper pipes!
be prepared. The chimneys have
inverted flues so that coal dust and
smoke didn’t pollute the air below
stairs. It was also discovered that
the Victorians had used thousands
of walnut shells to insulate the
copper pipes!

On the second floor we were
surprised to discover another Club
within the Club – The Fly Fishing
Club has had rooms there for about
20 years. This was established in
1884 as a Gentlemen’s Club for
fly fishermen and they have a
fine collection of first editions,
specialist flies and antiques.
Further upstairs we saw the
luxurious bedrooms created from
dormitory-type accommodation
brought up to 5-star standard with
beautiful en-suite facilities, coffee
makers etc. A far cry from having
to tiptoe down the corridor to a
draughty bathroom in the middle
of the night! The Club’s library
is small and composed purely of
books written by members; first
editions are kept in a safe place.
The visit was a great success
and we were so lucky to have an
excellent guide in Julian who took
us to every part of the Club, and
even introduced us to members.

Photos © Jennifer Newman

JENNIFER NEWMAN describes
a Society visit to the Savile Club on
30th April

In the dining room with Julian Malone-Lee (above left); “Conversation is discouraged
at this breakfast table” (top right); the restored tiles in the basement (bottom right)

n INTERVIEW n

Jeremy Hudson, in his own words
The Society’s new Chairman answers some questions from the Newsletter Editor.
spiritual home, Plough Lane.
Outside sport I am
involved in some charity
work. I have recently joined
the team of volunteer
couriers for the Anthony
Nolan cancer charity who
transport bone marrow
or stem cell donations
from around the UK and
beyond to patients awaiting
transplants.

Photo © Nigel Davies

We already know you were
educated at Wimbledon
College, but were you born
and raised in Wimbledon?
I was born in Hammersmith,
started life in Kensington,
moved to Wimbledon
when I was four and have
lived here ever since. My
father taught English at
Kings College School and
my French mother was a
social worker with Merton.
My four younger brothers
and I were educated at the
local Catholic schools before
going on to Cambridge,
thanks in no small part to
the excellent coaching in
History given by the late
Richard Milward (former President
of the Society). One of my brothers
was briefly Parish Priest at the
Sacred Heart Church in Edge Hill.
My wife and I were married at
St Mary’s Church, and our three
children were raised here. I am
a Solicitor practising in the City,
specialising in real estate litigation,
particularly residential landlord
and tenant disputes. I retired from
full-time work earlier this year.
What sort of changes have you
noticed in the area over the years?
The biggest changes have been the
intensification of residential use,
and the decline of retail. Many of
Wimbledon’s big family houses
have been divided into flats or
knocked down to make way for
residential blocks. Loft extensions
and conservatories are almost
universal. Many independent shops
have closed, leaving us with cafés,
restaurants and nail bars. Traffic
has increased enormously, as has

pressure on public transport. Be
that as it may, Wimbledon remains
a lovely place in which to live and
work.
What are your particular interests
and specialities?
My passion is sport. I am Hon.
Secretary of London Rowing Club,
based in Putney, and still row there
once or twice a week. I am also
a national rowing umpire, and
spend many weekends on the river,
keeping crews safe and preventing
collisions! I watch a good deal
of football and since my teenage
years have actively supported
Chelsea and Wimbledon (now AFC
Wimbledon). I am delighted that
AFC will soon be returning to their

There are major issues
on the horizon on which
the Society should be
campaigning on behalf
of members

Do you enjoy tennis, and if so,
as a player or a spectator?
I play tennis enthusiastically,
but not well! I attend the
Wimbledon Championships
whenever I can and reckon
I first went in 1965. I was a
steward there during my student
vacations (before security guards
took over), and have been fortunate
enough to watch a dozen or more
Men’s Singles Finals, including the
famous Ashe v. Connors match in
1975, Borg v. McEnroe in 1980 (that
epic tie-break!) and Federer v. Nadal
in 2008, regarded by many as the
greatest tennis match ever!
What is your vision for the future of
the Wimbledon Society?
I would like to see the Society
significantly increase its
membership, and its profile
locally. There are major issues on
the horizon on which the Society
should be campaigning on behalf of
members, for example Crossrail 2,
the Town Centre plan, the excessive
amount of street furniture and the
imminent plague of wheelie bins.
Finally, I hope members may have
greater opportunities to meet and
socialise, to create a greater sense of
community.

11

n SOCIETY NOTICES n

http://www.bigyellow.co.uk/
Get some space in your life.

Wimbledon
Green Coffee
GREEN COFFEE IS A
networking group,
meeting monthly
in Wimbledon, for
individuals interested
in and concerned about
the local environment,
focusing mainly on
Merton. Some people
attend purely in an
individual capacity and
others as representatives
of local organisations
such as Wimbledon
Friends of the Earth.
Meetings are usually
on the first Tuesday of
the month between 9.30
and 11am at The Wibbas
Down Inn, on Gladstone

Road. Find information
about the next meeting
at www.projectdirt.com/
apps/event/3257/
Normally between 12
and 20 people attend.
The meeting is chaired
by Joyce Pountain, who
set up Green Coffee. Each
person has an opportunity
to speak briefly about an
issue, such as a campaign
or environmental problem
which concerns them.
Topics regularly discussed
include air quality and
transport; waste collection
and recycling and the
use of pesticides by the
Council and individuals.

circulated summarising
the meeting and giving
information about
environmental and
related events in Merton,
plus some wider events
and campaigns. There are
also links to other local
environmental groups.
Green Coffee does not of
itself take action, it is just
an information sharing
network.
SUSANNA RIVIERE

Sometimes there is
a guest speaker for five
to ten minutes – recent
speakers have included
Merton Council’s
Climate Change Officer
who attended as part
of the borough-wide
consultations on
Merton’s proposed new
environmental strategy,
and also one of Merton’s
three Neighbourhood
Client Officers, who
spoke about problems
with waste and the new
rubbish collection system
commencing in October.
After each meeting a
comprehensive email is

For more information or to
join the mailing list, contact
Joyce on joycepountain@
virginmedia.com

Obituaries
At the end of May the Local History Group recorded
the deaths of two ladies both of whom played
an active part in the Wimbledon community.
Charles Toase gives a few details:

JILL MOORE
24 Dec 1932 – 26 May 2018

Jill lived at 61 Newstead
Way (c 1982) and The
Downs – 2018. She was
Senior Lecturer at St
Mary’s Teacher Training
College, Strawberry Hill
and members may have
known her as Chairman
of the University of the
Third Age, Merton. She
also stood (unsuccessfully)
as Liberal/SDP candidate
for Village Ward in
the Merton Council
elections in 1982.

MRS JILL AUDREY
FISHER

Surveyors, Valuers & Estate Agents

4 June 1936 – 30 May 2018

Née Cooper, Jill married
Geoffrey Robert Chevalier
Fisher (Bob Fisher,
son of Archbishop
Fisher) in 1961, who
predeceased her in 2000.
She was Chairman of
the Wimbledon Guild
of Social Welfare from
1993-99 and also a
director of Gaydon
(Outfitters) Ltd. She
lived at 3 Wendover
Drive, New Malden.

At the heart of the community
We are pleased to support the Wimbledon Society

Sales 020 8947 9833

I

Lettings 020 8879 9669

www.robertholmes.co.uk

The Wimbledon Society was founded in 1903. It is a Registered Charity (No 1164261), and a company limited by guarantee (No 9818707). Annual subscription rates:
Individual £15; Couple/family £20; Affiliated: £25. Membership application forms can be downloaded from the Society website or collected from the Museum.
The Museum and Bookshop (020 8296 9914), 22 Ridgway, near Lingfield Road, are open from 2.30 to 5.00pm Saturday and Sunday. Admission free.
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