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Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
political career began in Merton. 
We asked COUNCILLOR DAVID 
WILLIAMS, who knew her in her 
early days, to remember her rise 

THERESA MAY always looked like 
someone who had the character 
and capacity to make it into 
Parliament and rise to a top job. 
But I am delighted to know she 
is bringing all her qualities and 
experience to the top job.

Theresa’s association with 
Merton stretches back to her time 
on the Council from 1986-94. The 
Prime Minister and her husband, 
Philip, lived in Revelstoke Road, on 
the border with Wandsworth and 
subsequently moved to Dora Road 
in Wimbledon Park.  

Theresa became a Councillor 
for Durnsford Ward (now renamed 
and boundaries expanded into 
Wimbledon Park Ward) in 1986. 
Her initial introduction to politics 
in Wimbledon was alongside 
Philip, who had become Chairman 
of the Wimbledon Conservative 
Association.  

My fi rst recollection of her was 
‘hands on’ organising a summer 
garden party/barbeque in the 
grounds of Hall School in its former 
location in Queens Road, before she 
became a Councillor.

In short, nothing unusual but – 
as we have learned locally – it was 
the start of a long relationship with 
her that included her attendance 
at a fundraising event as recently 
as May 2016 (after the GLA/Mayoral 
elections).  

Over the years Theresa has 
returned time and again to 
a variety of events including 
canvassing at various elections and 

launching the Council Manifesto 
for the Conservative Group in 2014.  

For someone already in high 
offi ce as Home Secretary she could 
have been ‘too busy’ but one of 
her strong characteristics is a 
sense of loyalty and demonstrable 
willingness to do whatever she could 
– from the outset – to promote the 
interests of the Conservative Party.

Whatever you think of her 
choice of politics (or mine!) her 
motivation has always been to serve 
and improve the lives of others. It 
sounds like a cliché but people in 
Wimbledon Park remember with 
affection how 

May the 
force be 
with her

(continued on p3) 

‘Great debater’: Theresa May, in red, and other members of Merton Council in 1990
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AS MEMBERS of the Society already know, I took over as 
Chairman from Asif Malik at the AGM in May.

Asif was a most energetic, proactive Chairman and 
I will repeat what l said at the AGM that fi lling his shoes will 
be a diffi cult task.

I could hardly have taken over at a more startling time – 
it was only a few weeks later that the European Referendum 
took place, the Government imploded; the repercussions 
and recriminations fi lled newspapers and the airwaves and 
continue to do so.

There is an obvious impact on Wimbledon and the 
Wimbledon Society. We face a number of problems but 
also opportunities. Crossrail 2, which despite the change 
of Government appears likely to go ahead, is an example 
of both. If we and others can succeed in obtaining sensible 
methodologies for its construction then the inevitable 
disruption will be worthwhile. I believe that our efforts, 
together with those of the Council, Stephen Hammond MP 
and others, will bear fruit and that we will get a railway fi t 
for the 21st century but there is a lot of work to be done.

The Society itself needs a number of reforms; in the 
fi rst place we must look to the recruitment of more new 
members from the younger generation. The age profi le of 
our membership is towards the senior end of the population 
and we must fi nd a way of attracting younger members.

We also need a proper succession-planning exercise. There 
are a number of positions in our structure which are vacant 
or likely to be so shortly or which are held by senior citizens 
who have given valiant service in the past but cannot be 
expected to continue indefi nitely.

It is generally agreed that our invaluable asset, the 
Museum needs modernisation and renovation. We have 
funds ring-fenced for this purpose and I know that Museum 
Committee Chairman Cassandra Taylor and the Museum 
Committee are committed to organising this project.

I hope to be able to address these and similar issues 
during my term of offi ce. One event which I believe may 
help is to hold an ‘away day’ for all the members of the 
Board and various committees plus volunteers. The objective 
would be to give those involved an opportunity to see how 
the whole Society works and, more importantly, give an 
opportunity to the participants to bring forward ideas and 
recommendations.

I am looking forward to these and other initiatives and 
will keep the membership informed and involved.

I hope readers will notice that this edition of the 
Newsletter is in colour – a great improvement, in my view. 
Remarkably and happily the production costs are similar to 
a black and white version.

JOHN MAYS

Chairman’s 
report
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Theresa May in Merton (from p1)

SOME 20 new members attended the 
welcome party given for them on Friday 
13 May. Membership Secretary Jennifer 
Newman introduced both our incoming 
and outgoing chairmen, John Mays 
and Asif Malik as well as other 
members of committees from 
different parts of the society 
who were on hand to explain the 
work of their various branches.

“Medicine Cures, but wine 
makes people happy” is a slight 
misquote of Alexander Fleming, 
but I imagine that most people 

can identify with the sentiment.
No medicine then despite it being 

Friday the 13th – as we were especially 
lucky with our wines. For the first time we 
had a sponsor, a local independent wine 

company, Hannibal Brown who 
helped to make the evening 
an extra special one for our 
newcomers.

Hannibal Brown will be back 
to sponsor our Annual Autumn 
Reception for Volunteers when 
we fully anticipate another 
excellent meeting. 

New Members’ evening

THERESA MAY is the latest of a 
line of Wimbledon people to enter 
No.10 Downing Street. She was a 
councillor for Durnsford Ward on 
Merton Council from 1986 to 1994, 
living locally until she became MP 
for Maidenhead, when she moved to 
her constituency home in Sonning.

There were four 
earlier Prime 
Ministers 
who lived in 
Wimbledon. 
The first 
was the 2nd 
Marquess of 
Rockingham 
(pictured 
right), PM twice 
(1765-66, 1782), 
whose house was in Church Road; 
you can read about him (and the 
house) in the Museum’s publication 
Wimbledon’s Belvedere Estate. Then 
in 1801 Viscount Sidmouth leased 
Dundas’s house (now known as 
Cannizaro); he was PM from 1801-
04, and was followed (1806-07) by 
William Grenville, who had lived at 
Eagle House from 1787-89. Another 
occupant of Cannizaro, George 
Gordon, Earl of Aberdeen, held 
office from 1852-55. 

In addition to these local 
residents, there was William Pitt 
the younger, a cousin of Grenville, 
who lived in Putney but often 
rode across the Common to stay 
with Wilberforce on Southside or 
Dundas at Westside, sometimes 
holding Cabinet meetings at 
Cannizaro. And we might stretch it 
a bit to include Lord John Russell, 
Prime Minister twice (1846-52, 
1865-66); in order to give fresh 
air to his children, he sometimes 
rented a villa at Wimbledon, then 
known for its healthy environment.

CHARLES TOASE

diligent she was in following up 
ward work and getting results.  

In the Council Chamber she 
is remembered for being a great 
debater with a forensic eye for 
detail and a capacity to energise 
her own side and take them with 
her.  Important when you only have 
a majority of one seat (as happened 
in 1986).

Theresa became Chairman of 
Education in 1998, which was 
one of the largest portfolios and 
then, in opposition from 1990, 
Shadow Chairman of Housing 

until she took her first shot at a 
Parliamentary seat in 1992. She 
was also Deputy Leader of the 
Conservative Group on the Council.

One of the many subjects of 
media speculation when she 
became Prime Minister was what 
was she like in private.

The simple truth is what you 
see is what you get. She is a 
pleasant, considerate, polite and 
caring person but very focused on 
outcomes with an uncompromising 
determination to get things done. 

She will doubtless continue 
to bring those qualities to the 
challenges she faces in No.10.

Wimbledon’s  
Prime Ministers
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Above and beyond: how the Planning 
Committee reviews applications
THE AIM OF the Wimbledon 
Society’s Planning Committee is to 
try to maintain an environment in 
which people would continue to 
be happy to live and work, while 
acknowledging that whereas 
changes are normal and expected 
they should not be detrimental to 
neighbours or the community. It 
is certainly not to interfere with 
anyone’s proposals for betterment of 
their property. 

Planning applications actually 
can reveal much about the human 
condition, and people’s hopes, ideas 
and aspirations.

Minor matters such as repairing 
windows or changing the fence 
or external colour scheme of 
a property would not usually 
require permission from the local 
Council. So planning applications 
are usually requests from owners 
(private, commercial, companies 
and Councils) to carry out material 
changes to their property which may 
have an impact on the surroundings, 
the neighbours or the character of 
the area or services supplied.

Once a valid planning 
application has been submitted, 
it is registered by Merton Council, 
and then made public on its 
website.

All planning applications are 
listed on a weekly basis. Anyone may 
view the site to get an idea of what 
is happening in an area.

The London Borough of Merton 
is split into 20 electoral wards. 
For historical reasons, the extent 
of Wimbledon Society interest 
is mainly limited to the former 
Borough of Wimbledon. This 
comprises all or part of seven of 
the following wards; the whole 
of Hillside, Trinity, Village, and 
Wimbledon Park Ward, plus the 
northern part of Abbey, Dundonald, 
and Raynes Park Ward.  

In the majority of cases, 
applications are presented in a 
standard format consisting of 
drawings or sketches showing the 
existing property accompanied by 
drawings showing the proposed 
property after changes. Some 
submissions are very detailed, but 

some are of a standard where it 
is clear that the applicant is not 
concerned whether their ideas are 
presented in a manner that can be 
understood.

These applications – both the 
existing and proposed layouts – are 
examined in detail by a member 
of the committee. If it is deemed 
that the application is well thought 
out, well presented, not contrary 
to Council planning policies, and 
generally has a beneficial outcome 
then no comment is made. If 
not, then letters are submitted 
to the Council, listing where the 
application raises concerns or is 
against planning policy.

The concepts of building higher 
and/or building lower both appear 
regularly in Merton’s applications. 
The popularity of basement 
extensions is not only limited 
to very high-value areas such as 
Kensington and Knightsbridge. By 
the same token, many applications 
are for adding several storeys to 
an existing property and both 
tendencies generate interest 
because the proposed work may 
affect a number of adjoining 
properties.

At the other end of the scale, 
private garden-shed conversions 
may be quite limited and affect 
no one except the applicant. It is a 
rare year when applications such 
as Crossrail 2, Plough Lane and 
Wimbledon Park appear together.

Reviewing applications is a 
rewarding occupation, helping 
to ensure that the historical 
appearance of the cityscape is not 
damaged and that it is preserved 
for the enjoyment of future 
generations.

WOJTEK KATNY
Future vision: the Fridge on the Bridge gets a makeover, but could disappear entirely, 
along with the Prince of Wales pub, as part of Crossrail 2’s proposal for Wimbledon



n  P L A N N I N G  M A T T E R S  n

5

CROSSRAIL 2 has now published 
its review of the many thousands 
of public responses to its initial 
consultation that concluded in 
January 2016.

Ten pages cover the issues 
raised around the Wimbledon, 
Raynes Park and southwestern 
branches including New Malden 
and Motspur Park. We still have 
signifi cant concerns.

There is no indication of how 
the two additional tracks that are 
required between Wimbledon 
and New Malden are going to be 
provided: will these be in tunnels, or 
will additional homes and businesses 
need to be acquired and demolished?

There is no indication that, when 
the next round of consultation 

THERE ARE CURRENTLY some 
315 Listed Buildings in Merton, 
and a rather larger number of 
Locally Listed buildings. The public 
has access to both lists, which 
simply record an address. The 
accompanying descriptive texts 
for each building, held by Council 
planning offi ces, are not easily 
available to the public.

Historic England (the successor 
body to English Heritage) is 

takes place, the public will be able 
to comment on more than just 
the one scheme, nor is there any 
commitment to producing a proper 
comparison and evaluation of each 
scheme, as set out in the Society’s 
recent proposals.

Worryingly, the CR2 team 
still seems to believe that their 
deeply damaging fi rst scheme 
could still be the favoured option. 
Given its widespread rejection by 
local people, this is diffi cult to 
understand, and calls into question 
the true purpose of ‘consultation’. 

We are also concerned that 
meetings between the CR2 team 
and the Council and others are 
not being brought into the public 
domain.

now encouraging the public to 
add information, photos etc to 
its Statutory List of buildings 
of architectural or historic 
importance.  

Individual members may wish 
to consider making their own 
contribution direct to Historic 
England, and the Society, which 
has many photos of buildings in the 
Museum, will be considering how it 
can respond to this opportunity.   

POSITIONS VACANT
Planning Committee 
Chairperson
THE PLANNING COMMITTEE is 
still seeking a volunteer to take 
over the position of Chair of 
the Planning Committee on a 
permanent basis as John Mays, 
who fulfi lled this role for the last 
fi ve years, relinquished the post at 
the AGM in May.

The duties, apart from 
chairing the PC’s meetings, 
involve general supervision 
of its wide-ranging activities 
including representations to the 
Merton Planning Department, 
arranging meetings with planners 
and other bodies, attending 
meetings of representational 
groups and dealing with a 
variety of telephone and email 
queries. There is also a PR element 
involving the press and general 
public.

Meetings take place monthly 
on Mondays in the Wimbledon 
Museum at 7.15pm and are pre-
booked for the year.
Those interested in the post can 
contact John Mays on 020 8946 
2198 or 07850 69 77 23 or by 
email at john@themayses.co.uk

Concerns continue for Crossrail 2

Your chance to add to the List

Planning applications 
n A recent planning application for the 
redevelopment of 12A Ravensbury Terrace 
presented an opportunity to create an 
additional public footpath and bridge 
across the Wandle. This new pedestrian 
route would create an alternative to the 
very busy traffi  c-dominated route into the 
Earlsfi eld shopping centre and station. 
The Society has pressed the Council to 
ensure that the design of the proposed 
development makes space available for 
this new public route.
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CHARLES TOASE reports on the 
Church Road cycle shop threatened 
with closure and the history of bike 
shops in Wimbledon

CYCLING WAS popular in 
Wimbledon from the 1880s, and 
there were shops catering for it in 
the High Street and Merton High 
Street. A cycling club had been 
formed in 1880, and another one 
in 1892. In 1896 there was also the 
Worple Road Cycling School run 
by the Rocket Cycle Company at 
the entrance gates of the old All 
England Lawn Tennis Club (now 
Nursery Road). 

Several local firms manufactured 
bikes. The Venus Cycle and 
Engineering Works was established 
in 1893 in the station yard, and 
advertised ladies’ and gents’ and 
juveniles’ machines built to order 
from six guineas to 14 guineas. 

By 1900 there were 16 cycle 
works, two of them in the High 
Street, Hicks at 17 (who also sold 

sewing machines) and Ivory at 
24, an ironmonger. At this time 
there were still local firms actually 
making bikes themselves, but they 
were beginning to lose ground to 
mass-produced machines.  

The shop in Church Road, now 
threatened with closure, was 
started in 1920 by Mrs Ada Selina 
Moffatt as the North Wimbledon 
Cycle Stores; it also sold motor 
bikes and prams, and hired out 
bath chairs. Mrs Moffatt died in 
1950, and the business was taken 
over by George and Richard Smith, 
trading as Smith Brothers. 

George Smith had been running 
a cycle works at 141 Merton High 
Street from about 1917. He was 
joined by his brother Robert in 
the 1920s, and they moved to 220 
Merton High Street. The shop in 
Church Road is one of the few 
remaining old-established local 
businesses in Wimbledon, having 
survived for nearly a hundred 
years.

The brothers who ran  
two cycle shops

IN 1904 the Wimbledon Motor Works 
was started by William and Percy Oates 
in the High Street, where they had the 
first kerbside petrol pump in London; 
later they built an impressive showroom 
at the top of the hill (demolished in 
2006). Kerbside pumps were common 
from the 1920s, although they have 
now disappeared in favour of out-of-
town petrol stations. At one time the 
High Street had two service stations, the 
Wimbledon Motor Works on one side 
and the Modern Service Garage next to 
the Rose & Crown. 

WE ARE SORRY to record the death 
in May of Cécile Bloomfield, a long-
standing member of the Local History 
Group. She did much research on 
the history of Wimbledon, and has 
left us her memories of World War II 
doodlebugs from the time she lived 
in Coombe Lane. A full obituary will 
appear in the next newsletter.

We have also lost Jim Berry, at the 
age of 96. He was the deputy director 
of parks for 30 years, first in Wimbledon 
and then for the London Borough of 
Merton. When he retired he lived at 
Westside House, with a back gate that 
enabled him to sneak into Cannizaro 
Park at night and observe the wild 
life when the Park was closed. He was 
responsible for many improvements 
there, and was joint author (with Bill 
Myson) of the first history of Cannizaro, 
as well as a book on trees in the royal 
parks. CHARLES TOASE

First kerbside petrol pump

Cécile Bloomfield

Chain reaction: the cycle shop in Church Road. Illustration by John Wallace
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THE VISIT TO St Mary’s House, 
Bramber on 25 June was on a 
glorious day, free from rain storms 
and far from the reach of the rowdy 
referendum brouhaha. 

Built in about 1470, this monastic 
settlement was dedicated to the 
care of pilgrims travelling to and 
from the shrine of St Thomas à 
Becket at Canterbury, many of 
whom would have arrived by boat 
from Normandy, since St Mary’s 
was virtually an island at the time. 
Only one part of the original square 
settlement remains and as our hosts 
admitted, that is much restored. 
Nevertheless St Mary’s is a gem, 
retaining the low ceilings and cosy 
dimensions of a medieval hospice. 

There is no place here for the 
twists and turns in the history of St 
Mary’s though some is illustrated 
in its remarkable Painted Room, 
a rare example of English design,  
its 16th Century trompe l’oeil 
panels depicting Tudor battles and 
landscapes. 

The house contains collections: 
early porcelain, dolls, bibles, 
fans, purses, the drawings and 
manuscripts of the poet Thomas 
Hood, plus a concealed Victorian 
gothic music room. Misgivings 
that such a meli-melo would ill-fit 
the surroundings were swiftly 

dismissed. The skill of the current 
owner-occupiers Messrs Linton 
and Thorogood, each expert in 
branches of the Fine Arts, ensured 
that everything found its place in 
this ‘Box of Delights’.

Preston Manor outside Brighton 
provided a stark contrast. The old 
house which had a make-over 
in the Edwardian era was left in 
municipal hands. The Council does 
its best, giving the visitor a pleasant 
bit of upstairs-downstairs viewing, 
though sadly the atmosphere has 
disappeared along with the owners, 
of whom one was the Shirley  
family who had also been Lords  
of St Mary’s. 

An exhibition on witchcraft 
was a diversion; Bards, Ovates 
and Druids are alive and thriving 
outside Brighton. Many of us went 
in search of a brew of a more 
familiar kind and having put body 
before spirit missed out on the wall 
paintings in the ancient church 
which shut before our return. 

This was a great day out and 
the last to be organised by Linda 
Defriez. We hope that the many 
who have enjoyed trips with her 
will give her successor(s) support 
and ideas to keep the wheels on  
the bus going round and round. 

MONICA ELLISON

Visit to St Mary’s Bramber and Preston Manor

Box of delights: St Mary’s House, Bramber
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The Milward Essay 
Award & A President 
Remembers ...
On Thursday 1 December, Events 
and Talks offer an exceptional double 
bill: the Richard Milward Local History 
Essay Competition prize-giving followed 
by a special ‘lecturet’ by the Society’s 
President Norman Plastow – A President 
Remembers…

The first entry for the Richard Milward 
Essay Award has been received. This 
should not alarm other essayists, but is a 
reminder that the chase for the glittering 
prize is on and competitors have time to 
get their essays into shape and to submit 
them by the deadline of Wednesday 19 
October. 

Naturally, we are happy to receive 
entries ahead of this date as it gives extra 
time for our local history panel to check 
over the work before judgement is made. 

Two years ago, when the prize was 
won by Kirk Bannister, essayists and 
non-essayists alike asked if there could 
be feedback on the submitted work, as 
there was much interest in the criteria 
that made one essay stand out above 
others. Bearing this in mind, Event Co-
ordinator Monica Ellison will give a brief 
overview of the essay entries before the 
announcement of the winners. 

President Norman Plastow will present 
the awards. 

A President Remembers 
… the first 100 years.
Some visitors to the Museum Centenary 
Exhibition may have noticed that 
our ‘founding fathers’ offered ‘Penny 
Lecturets’. Bringing the centenary year to 
a close, President Norman Plastow will 
give us his unique take on such a talk. 

The Milward Award Event and 
Norman’s ‘Penny Lecturet’ will be held 
at 8pm on 1 December 2016 in the 
Lounge, Emmanuel Church, Ridgway. 
As some space will be reserved for 
essayists, make sure of a place by 
earmarking the date in your diary.

Events and Talks
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Incalculable influence: Pru Cradock- 
Hartopp with Earl Spencer and Norman 
Plastow at the opening of the refurbished 
Museum in 1994 and (left) in the uniform  
of the WRNS during WW2

PRUDENCE CRADOCK-HARTOPP, 
known simply as ‘Pru’ to many in 
the Society died on 28 June 2016. 
She was Chairman of the Society 
for ten years and President from 
1993-98. 

She lived every moment of her 
life to the full, recently celebrating 
her 94th birthday with her 
daughters Melinda, Nicky, Joanna 
and her grandchildren, to whom 
we extend our deepest sympathies. 

Pru was the third child of Sir 
Frederick Leith Ross. Her father 
was a distinguished public servant, 
who at the outbreak of WW2 was 
appointed Director General of the 
Ministry of Economic Warfare. 

At the age of five Pru went to the 
Francis Holland School and then 
to Downe House in Berkshire as a 
boarder, where she made lifelong 
friends. She was an excellent 
student and musical, playing both 
piano and violin. She left school 
in 1939, just before her 18th 
birthday and should have gone to 
university. Instead, to put paid to 
parental objections she enrolled 
on a secretarial course ‘to make 
herself useful’. She quickly got a job 
at £2.10s a week in a government 
department, later accepting 
a better post in the American 
Embassy at a handsome £3.0s. In 
1943, she decided to enlist in the 
WRNS. 

Pru then had the opportunity 
to join Bletchley Park, but a school 
friend already there, warned 
that long shifts, overcrowded 
accommodation and inadequate 
rations were making the Wrens ill 
– a picture far removed from that 
presented in films about Bletchley. 
Left with a choice between cookery 
and qualified ordnance (gunnery), 
she chose the latter. She was 

recommended for a commission, 
trained as a cipher officer and on 
passing out joint first was sent to 
Westcliff near Southend. At last, 
Pru was in the thick of it. Her 
strongest memory of that historic 
time was of the frenetic signal 
activity in the lead up to D-Day 
followed by an eerie silence over 
the air waves; the drone of planes 
providing a reminder, if one were 

needed, of the deadly seriousness of 
the operation. 

Pru spent VE day on board a 
troopship and on arrival in India 
she and three companions were 
posted to Cochin in the south. It 
was only when signals arrived not 
encoded that they realised that the 
war in the Pacific must have ended. 

In 1946, Pru’s father became 
Governor of the National Bank of 
Egypt and she joined her parents 
in Cairo finding herself various 
jobs – one working for desert 
explorer and author Bertram 
Thomas. Holidays to archaeological 
sites began an enthusiasm for the 
subject and she learnt to sail on 
the Nile. The presence of a clutch 
of writers and spies made for a 
heady three years. These included 
Peter and Ian Fleming, Donald and 
Melinda Maclean and the doyenne 
of journalism Clare Hollingworth. 
It was Clare who sparked Pru’s 
interest in journalism and on her 
friend’s advice, she returned home 

LADY CRADOCK- 
HARTOPP 
1922 – 2016
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century garden history which in 
turn provided the material which 
developed into Pru’s first book, 
The John Tradescants: Gardeners to the 
Rose and Lily Queen. The book was 
published under her maiden name, 
(as was all her writing) to critical 
acclaim in 1984. “A definitive 
work of reference” (Financial Times). 
“Well researched and a pleasure to 
read” (TLS) were just some of the 
comments. 

At Pru’s memorial service, 
Theresa-Mary Morton, Head of 
Exhibitions for the Royal Collection 
at Windsor gave a warm and 
wonderful account of her friend 
and neighbour, whom she first 
met while Pru was researching 
the botanical artist Alexander 
Marshal (c.1620-80). Later this study 
of the life, work and drawings 
of Alexander Marshal became a 
commission for the Royal Library. 
Theresa-Mary said in retrospect “The 
Florilegium of Alexander Marshal at 
Windsor came perhaps at the right 
moment for Pru, a difficult time 
with the death of her husband.” 
The beautiful book cover describes 
Pru as a leading authority on 
garden history. Proposed for 
the prestigious Linnean Society 
her acceptance as a Fellow was 
probably the accolade which 
pleased her most. 

It is uncertain whether Pru’s 
interest in the Wimbledon Society, 
then called The John Evelyn Society, 
came about because of Evelyn’s 
place in garden history or whether 
this was much earlier, as Evelyn has 
been considered the first ‘green’.

She was involved with the 
Wimbledon Museum for some 30 
years. Having taken a university 
extension course in archaeology in 
Kingston, her first task, with the 
help of lecturer Robin Kenward 
was to offer to date the Museum’s 
flints. This was followed by ‘three-
dimensional objects’ – basically 

everything no one else had 
catalogued.  

Museum Chairman Cassandra 
Taylor adds that Pru was Chair of 
the Museum Committee for ten 
years and the first woman to hold 
the position. “She knew what she 
was doing and, when she didn’t, 
asked someone appropriate for 
help. Entries in her handwriting 
turn up frequently on items in the 
collection. She will be missed by all 
those who knew her.”

As a recruiter of volunteers, Pru 
was irresistible. Cassandra had 
been ‘volunteered’ shortly after 
being commissioned to write two 
books: “Oh, you’ll have lots of free 
time then”. Pru’s wily argument 
that a freelance journalist might 
not get out enough, ensured that 
a new Museum Duty Officer and 
friend was made then and there. 
Through friendship, love, and a lot 
of laughter Pru did everything in 
her own inimitable way. 

MONICA ELLISON 

Published works: 
The Florilegium of 
Alexander Marshal 
at Windsor Castle 
and The John 
Tradescants: 
Gardeners to the 
Rose and Lily 
Queen

in 1949 to learn the job as a ‘hack’ 
on the Derby Evening Telegraph. She 
later became the paper’s London 
correspondent with a widely 
syndicated Northcliffe column. Pru 
never lost her nose for news and 
in her nineties was amused to be 
called ‘the scout’. 

Her life changed again when she 
and her future husband Sir John 
Cradock-Hartopp, were shut in the 
Blue John Cavern in Derbyshire 
together for a prank. On their next 
encounter he proposed, though 
it took a repeated proposal before 
acceptance and their marriage in 
1953. The Hartopps moved to Wool 
Road, Wimbledon in 1955 to be 
close to the Royal Wimbledon golf 
course, since John was a scratch 
player.

A tribute at Pru’s memorial 
service speculated on how she 
made her many leaps from school 
to war service, from marriage 
and motherhood to writer and 
scholar. Somehow, along with 
being a devoted wife and mother, 
she managed to incorporate a 
host of interests into family life, 
such as the movement for organic 
food, though her enthusiasm for 
the organic baked potato was not 
always shared. Starting from first 
principles, she joined The Soil 
Association and the National Pure 
Water Association and was actively 
involved with both. 

The Wives’ Fellowship – she was 
a member for some sixty years – 
proved to be yet another turning 
point. Representing Wimbledon 
at a national conference she 
met Rosemary Nicholson, who 
was working to establish the 
Museum of Garden History at St 
Mary’s, a deconsecrated church 
in Lambeth. The plant collectors, 
the Tradescants, were buried there 
and Pru was captivated by the 
project. Out of this friendship came 
her research into 16th and 17th 



n  E N V I R O N M E N T  n

10

THE PUBLIC PARK, and the adjacent 
Wimbledon Park Golf Course and 
Wimbledon Club, are all listed 
as a Heritage Park by Historic 
England. They are the surviving 
16% of a much larger, late 18th 
century Wimbledon Park. That 
park was doubled in size to 925 
acres by the first Earl Spencer 
and then landscaped for him by 
Capability Brown. The embryonic 
Masterplan, however, concerns only 
the 67-acre public park and lake, 
which comprise less than half of 
the Heritage Park and 7% of the 
eighteenth century park. 

The Council has decided not to 
prepare a planning brief for the 
whole heritage landscape: a missed 
opportunity. A public consultation 
last month was the only chance to 
comment on the options for the 
public park. 

Landscape Heritage is not the only 
consideration for the park’s future, 
but little was said in the consultation 
on its current usage. Most visits are 
for children’s play, enjoying the lake 
and its birds, picnicking, walking 
with or without a dog, jogging, 
cycling, scooting and informal sport. 
The fine landscape of the park makes 
it an attractive place for such free 
activities, and it is unmatched locally. 
In summer, the dog-free children’s 
play areas are packed with families, 
most of whom walk to the park or 
come by public transport.

The consultation provided few 
real options, as some proposals 
are already agreed. All the options 
retained the existing car parks, 
angling, water sports, stadium 
athletics, tennis courts, crazy golf, 
and the management of woodland 

•  re-using the white pavilion as a 
refreshment kiosk and public toilet

•  building a new water sports centre
•  moving the café to the bowls 

pavilion
•  removing staff facilities and 

equipment to some undefined 
place in the “south end of the park”, 
and, most controversially,

•  “consolidating” facilities for toddlers 
and older children into the existing 
space for older children.

and hedgerows for nature. Several 
changes are also committed to: 

•  deepening the Lake and 
redistributing the silt to create 
more shallows for wetland 
vegetation, with the excess to be 
mounded elsewhere in the park

• repairing the dam
•  opening up views from the north 

of the park into the golf course
• “improving” the entrances
•  removing existing public toilets

The future of Wimbledon Park
A 25-year plan is being prepared  
for the future of Wimbledon Park. 
DAVE DAWSON explores the issues

Park views: looking across the lake towards St Mary’s spire (top)  
and the veteran Tudor Oak on the golf course (above)
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The Council invited public 
comment on only a few preferences 
and options. The “facilities” listed 
for preference were largely those 
requiring payment, or membership 
of a club. The only free activity 
listed was “play facilities”, but 
there was no question on whether 
users would like to see the 
“consolidation” of these. It seems 
that the Council doesn’t want to 
know about preference for the  

free activities that attract most 
park visits. 

Another question was which 
of two possible locations for the 
athletics stadium was preferred: 
left where it is now, or moved to the 
north-eastern corner of the park 
beside the railway embankment. 
The first of these would allow the 
re-location of the water sports 
building to the lakeside by the 
stadium. The second has the water 

sports moved to the other end of 
the dam, near the children’s play 
area. There was no option to move 
the stadium to another Merton 
open space. 

Finally, likes and dislikes 
were sought on three possible 
“Masterplans”. The first left the 
stadium in place and the second 
moved it, but made few other 
changes. The third Masterplan 
moved the stadium but also 
involved the removal of bowls, 
beach volleyball and the dog-free 
picnic area. It also substituted  
mini-soccer courts for some of the 
tennis courts and introduced both 
a “high ropes course” in Ashen 
Grove and an undefined “events 
pontoon” in the Lake. However, 
none of these Masterplans make 
another proposal clear. 

Buried within the sports part of 
the consultation was an option to 
fence a large area of grassland for 
“field events”, so denying access to 
other park users.

Other issues were simply not 
addressed. There was nothing on the 
value of the park as habitat, notably 
for ancient woodland plants, bats, 
Swifts, water life, Stag Beetles the 
European Eel and wetland birds. 
The facilities of the park were 
not compared with others in this 
part of London. London and local 
statutory planning policies were not 
considered. No reference was made 
to the existing Management Plan for 
Horse Close Wood, nor to proposals 
by the Wimbledon Club to work 
with the Council on the stadium. 
There’s not yet a business plan. 
Capital costs were estimated, but 
there was nothing on maintenance, 
nor projected income.

Why such a narrow consultation? 
It might be the only opportunity to 
help steer the next quarter century 
of one of the most popular open 
spaces in the area and we deserve 
better.

Dave Dawson’s map of the historic 
landscape is based on Merton’s 
aerial perspective of the park from a 
position above Southfields Station. He 
corrects the errors and omissions in the 
equivalent map of Merton’s consultation. 

Two of Brown’s clumps of trees 
survive on the golf course nearby  
(A & B on the map). 

Brown’s designed views are 
indicated by numbered arrows on  
the map. The view from the house  
was across the Lawn (1).

Most historic views were not 
identified in the consultation and 
parts of the drives were omitted from 
Merton’s map. 

From the house, the first drive 
descended through Vineyard Hill Wood 
to Ashen Grove. Near the house it 
was on the high plateau and the view 
(2) was to the south. Further down it 
gave views north-west across the lake 

(3 & 4). In Ashen Grove it joined the 
second drive that descended through 
woodland to the dam, to give views 
across the lake to the west (5 & 6). 
It then followed the boundary to go 
behind Horse Close Wood, with a 
final view south, back across the lake 
to St Mary’s spire (7). The third drive 
originated near the Rectory giving 
views east down to the lake and beyond 
(8, 10 & 12) and west up towards 
the perimeter woodland (9 & 11). It 
then swept uphill along the line of the 
present-day Victoria Drive, giving views 
east, south and west (12 to 15).

Half of these views have now  
been wholly lost to built development. 
The best surviving views are from 
Church Road across the lake (8 & 12) 
and from the dam across the lake 
towards the church spire (6). This last 
view is a good approximation to a 
complete historic view. 
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Members’ off er

The Wimbledon Society was founded in 1903. It is a Registered Charity (No 1164261), and a company limited by guarantee 
(No 9818707). Annual subscription rates: Individual £15; Couple/family £20; Affi  liated: £25. Membership application forms 
can be downloaded from the Society website or collected from the Museum. The Museum and Bookshop (020 8296 9914), 
22 Ridgway, near Lingfi eld Road, are open from 2.30 to 5.00pm Saturday and Sunday. Admission free.

Surveyors, Valuers & Estate Agents

Sales 020 8947 9833  I  Lettings 020 8879 9669

www.robertholmes.co.uk

At the heart of the community
We are pleased to support the Wimbledon Society

As the Society is a member of Civic Voice, our 
members are entitled to one free National Trust pass.
To receive a National Trust pass for a single visit in 
2016 you will need to send a SAE to Civic Voice with 
a note of who you are, what society you are from and 
how many passes you would like: one pass per single 
membership and two for joint/family membership. 

The request should be posted to: Civic Voice, 
60 Duke Street, Liverpool, Merseyside, L1 5AA

THE SOCIETY’S MUSEUM PRESS has published a new 
book on the history of Wimbledon Village. Written by 
Neal Ransome, a Wimbledon resident since 1968, the 
book weaves together the history of the Village by 
recounting the origins of its street names. 

Many of these street names document the 
development of the Village, referencing the 
manors and estates that once dominated the 
landscape, and the individuals who populated 
them. Some streets are named after Wimbledon 
residents of national importance, whilst others 
commemorate local dignitaries. 

The origins of other street names are much 
more obscure. For example, two streets are named 
after popular novels, and a further two after river-
dwelling creatures.

The book begins with a brief history of the 
Village, and contains entries for each of the 141 
streets in the Village. 

Copies can be purchased from the 
Museum of Wimbledon, or online at 
www.wimbledonmuseum.org.uk

Wimbledon Village – A history 
told through its street names
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