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“Wimbledon” – tennis (and
some croquet) 1868-1922
THE ‘ALL ENGLAND CROQUET
Club’ was formed on 23 July 1868
when six men, John Walsh, Captain
RF Dalton, J Hinde Hale, Reverend
A Law, SH Clarke Maddock and
Walter Jones Whitmore, met in the
offices of The Field magazine in the
Strand. Walsh became Chairman,
Whitmore, Hon. Secretary and
Maddock, Hon. Treasurer. The
annual subscription was one guinea.
Finding a ground proved
more difficult. Many sites were
considered but it wasn’t until
July 1869 that the first Croquet
Championships were held, on a
cricket ground at Crystal Palace.
GC Joad became the Champion and
WH Peel, the Club Champion.
Three months later the Club
accepted an offer from Mr Albert
Dixon, a Wimbledon solicitor,
to let them four acres of land,
situated between Worple Road and
the London and South Western
Railway, about half a mile west of
Wimbledon station.

The ground was laid out in three
terraces, each containing four
Croquet lawns. It opened in May
1870 and a month later the second
Croquet Championships took place.
Initially the Club thrived but,
by 1874, interest in croquet had
waned, as had the Club’s finances.
However, the new game of Lawn
Tennis was sweeping the country,
so in 1875 one lawn was set aside
for lawn tennis and badminton,
and by 1876 tennis occupied four
lawns. In April 1877, the Club

name was changed to the ‘All
England Croquet and Lawn
Tennis Club’ and in July the
first Lawn Tennis Championship
was held. The Champion was
Spencer Gore, defeating William
Marshall in the final, 6-1 6-2 6-4.
Gradually croquet was squeezed
out completely, and on 4 December
1882, the Club name was changed
to ‘The All England Lawn Tennis
Club’. It would be 14 years
before croquet was again played
(continued on p3)
at the Club.

Photographer unknown. Courtesy and © AELTC

JOHNNY PERKINS of the AELTC
reveals that the Championships have
not always been held at Church Road

Arthur Gore beat Herbert Roper Barrett in five sets in the 1908 final of the Gentlemen’s All
Comers Singles at the All England Croquet & Lawn Tennis Club in Worple Road. Gore and
Barrett won Olympic gold in 1908 in the indoor doubles. Gore also won the singles.

For the latest information, go to www.wimbledonsociety.org.uk, www.wimbledonmuseum.org.uk or the Facebook page.
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Chairman’s
report
AT THE TIME of going to press (early August) and
in the dog days of summer there are a number
of matters which are worth mentioning.
The first concerns Crossrail 2. There has been
a rumour swirling around that the project
might be abandoned or postponed as being too
London centric, but in late July Chris Grayling,
the Secretary of State for Transport, issued a
statement confirming the Government’s wish to
go ahead. Wojtek Katny elaborates in his article
on page 4. One point which is relevant is that
the completion date looks like being 2033, a date
which some of us might struggle to see.
The second is the opening of Morley Park,
Wimbledon’s first new open space for many
years. An article about this is on page 5.
The third matter arises because of the
June General Election. In 2016 the Boundary
Commission England put out for consultation
their proposals for constituency boundary
changes, but the unexpected General Election
delayed the Commission bringing forward
further proposals. However I understand it
is the Commission’s intention that, having
considered comments, it will continue with
its work; there will be a further consultation
and implementation of final decisions in time
for, supposedly, the next General Election.
Readers may remember that the Society objected
strongly to the original ideas and proposed
alternatives.
Aside from these major issues the Society
continues to progress but we do need more
volunteers to help with our work, particularly
for the slots advertised on page 12; I do hope
members will come forward to help.
Can I also ask you to put in your diaries the
Away Day on 4th November. A flyer is included
in the Newsletter pack giving more details.
Finally, I hope you have all had a splendid
summer – the weather at the time of printing
was typically English but we live in hope that
August will improve.
Best wishes,
JOHN MAYS

n NEWS n

Letters
Milward Essay goes
to New York
Alice Fookes, whose work on Marie
Souvestre, Headmistress of Allenswood
School was awarded the second prize
for her Milward Essay 2016 writes to us:
Just thought you would be interested
to know my daughter and I recently
visited both the Eleanor Roosevelt
Center at Val-Kill and the FDR Library
in Poughkeepsie, Hyde Park, in New
York and presented both with copies
of my essay. I am relieved to say the
article was very well received.
At Val-Kill the guide took us off the
tourist trail and upstairs to Eleanor
Roosevelt’s bedroom where, not quite
hanging over her bed but very close
to it, was a picture of Marie Souvestre
– I was delighted to see it there. I
knew Eleanor often carried Marie
Souvestre’s letters in her pocket but
did not know she kept a photo of her
in Val-Kill – the only place she really
called home. At the FDR Library they
were similarly welcoming. In their
permanent exhibition there is a very
small part dedicated to Allenswood
which includes a good photograph
of the school showing the girls in the
garden and three on the balcony one
of whom is Eleanor herself. The whole
visit was full of interest and well worth
the trip.

Alice Fookes

Readers’ Letters
We are always interested in the views
of our members both on items which
have appeared in the Newsletter, or
those which you feel may have been
overlooked. We cannot guarantee that
they will always be published, but they
will always be read and considered. If
you would like to make a suggestion or
a contribution to the Newsletter please
either write to The Newsletter Editor, c/o
Wimbledon Museum, or use the email
address shown in the contacts list.
All contributions may be subject to
editing, and the Editor’s decision is final.

Save Wimbledon Police Station
SADIQ KHAN, Mayor of London, has
announced a consultation on plans for
the future of the Met Police, including
the closure and sale of many police
stations, one of which is Wimbledon
Police Station. Response policing will
probably move to Mitcham.
In view of Wimbledon’s position
as a major transport hub; the nighttime economy of the town centre;
the fact that Wimbledon Magistrate’s
Court is probably now the major
such court in West London, and not
forgetting the annual hosting of the
tennis championships, which brings
considerable security problems, this
seems a dangerously short-sighted
proposal. Mitcham Police Station is

Wimbledon (continued from p1)
Tennis continued to thrive and,
in 1884, the Championship was
extended to include Ladies’ Singles
and Gentlemen’s Doubles. The
first Ladies’ Champion was Maud
Watson who defeated her sister,
Lilian, in the final, 6-8 6-3 6-3.
However, by the mid-1890s, with
no big-name players to replace such
legendary names as the Renshaw
brothers, the Championships were
becoming less popular. So croquet
players were invited back in the
hope that their subscriptions would
help the Club’s finances and the
name was once again amended, in
December 1899, to the ‘All England
Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club’.
However, by then the outstanding
Doherty brothers had emerged to
boost the popularity of tennis. The
Club, and the Championships, never
looked back.
Early in the 20th Century,
the Championships gained an
increasingly international flavour,
with Norman Brookes from
Australia and May Sutton from the

well to the south of Merton, which will
be inconvenient for both police officers
and the public, and the statistics show
that Wimbledon Police Station gets
almost four times as many daily crimes
reported as Mitcham.
Merton’s MP, Stephen Hammond,
has set up a petition to save
Wimbledon Police Station. The
link for the petition is www.
savewimbledonpolicestation.co.uk
The plan document runs to 65
pages, and the consultation response
is a lengthy questionnaire, which must
be completed and submitted by 6
October . The link for the website is
www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/
files/public_acess_strategy.pdf

United States becoming the first
overseas singles champions in 1907.
Ladies’ Doubles and Mixed Doubles
events were added in 1913.
By now it was clear that the
ground could not cope with
the volume of fans visiting the
Championships. In particular, fourtime champion Anthony Wilding of
New Zealand had a huge following.
Expansion was impossible because
the ground was bounded by Worple
Road and the railway line, but
when The Championships resumed
in 1919 after WWI, demand for
tickets was higher than ever.
Crowds flocked to watch new stars
like Suzanne Lenglen from France
and Bill Tilden from America.
A new ground was now essential
and, in Spring 1920, the Club
purchased 13.5 acres at Wimbledon
Park. A new Centre Court was
constructed, with three times the
capacity of the one at Worple Road.
The first Championships at the new
ground were in 1922, and continue
there to this day. The Worple Road
ground was sold to Wimbledon
High School which is still the owner.
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n PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT n

Update on Crossrail 2

Three recent
planning decisions

IN MARCH 2017 Transport for
London submitted an updated
business case and funding plan for
Crossrail 2 (CR2) to the Department
for Transport (DfT).
With little having been heard in
response from the DfT, in mid-June
Stephen Hammond MP submitted
three questions to the Secretary
of State for Transport. These were
whether the Government is still
committed to CR2, whether the
Secretary of State for Transport
plans to respond to the Business
Case submitted by CR2, and when
the Secretary of State for Transport
expects the next stage of public
consultation for CR2 to take place.
In early July, Mr Hammond
received the following reply from
Paul Maynard MP, Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State for
Transport: “As with all transport
scheme proposals a thorough
analysis is being carried out by
my department to ensure it is
a robust scheme. This includes
examining whether the National
Infrastructure Commission’s
detailed recommendations on
the scheme have been taken
into account. The next steps and

“UNNEIGHBOURLY”

timescales, including when the
next stage of public consultation
will take place, will therefore be
decided as part of this analysis.”
In response, Mr Hammond has
written to the Secretary of State for
Transport requesting a meeting, and
has requested that the Secretary of
State makes a statement on CR2 to
the House of Commons.
After joint discussion the
Secretary of State for Transport and
the Mayor of London have made
public statements about the need
for new infrastructure, including
CR2, though the Mayor has made
it clear that he regards the plans
consulted on as inappropriate for
Wimbledon and needing revision.
In a telephone conversation
with Society Chairman John Mays,
on 25 July, a representative of
CR2 stated that they expect the
next consultation to take place in
early 2018. The whole timetable
for CR2 will be put back, with the
Parliamentary Bill introduced in
2019 and passed in 2021/2022.
On this basis, it would appear
that construction could be
expected to start in 2023 and to be
completed in 2033.

Steam returns
to Wimbledon
Some older Wimbledon residents,
particularly those that were kids in the
1960s, may remember standing on one of
the footbridges watching steam trains pass
en route to far-flung suburbs or the coast.
The final scheduled steam train was the
last running of the ‘Bournemouth Belle’
on 9 July 1967. Fifty years on that journey
was recreated and groups of adult train
spotters lined the footbridges awaiting
the column of steam emerging from the
‘Fridge on the Bridge’. Not only was it
special to see a steam train in Wimbledon
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A proposal to demolish two late
Victorian houses at the southern end of
Hartfield Road and replace them with
a block of nine apartments has been
rejected by Merton Council. The plans
produced a high level of objections and
comments – in total 194 representations
were received, including a petition
signed by 158 residents.
Despite a recommendation to accept
the scheme with conditions, permission
was refused on the grounds that “the
proposed development would, by
reason of its design, detailing, bulk and
massing constitute an unneighbourly
form of development”.
INCONGRUOUS
Wimbledon has a number of “modern”
terraces of 1960s design. Their design
may now seem dated, but they do show
a uniformity of appearance.
An application to build a
conservatory-style, roof-level painter’s
studio and a roof terrace on a property
in the middle of one such terrace has
been refused. The Council considered
that the development would be at
odds in terms of design, position
and appearance with neighbouring
properties and would result in an
incongruous alteration to the property.
It was also considered that the
proposal would harm the amenity of
neighbouring properties in terms of
noise and general disturbance.
REDUCED OPENNESS

again, but remarkably it was hauled by
the same locomotive that had hauled the
last service in 1967 – Merchant Navy Class
35028 ‘Clan Line’.

The Hillside area of Wimbledon
is characterised by its network of
footpaths. An application to build a side
extension that would abut one of these
paths has been rejected by Merton
planners. The plans were criticised
for reducing the sense of openness
and also for removing an existing bay
window at the side where the extension
would have been.

n PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT n

Are you interested in issues
affecting the local community,
such as:
6 air pollution
6 the diesel levy that Merton
Council looks set to introduce
6 maintaining our footpaths
and open spaces
6 the provision of extra benches
in the High Street
6 the number of new high-rise
office and hotel blocks
6 the future of our town
and local centres
6 traffic congestion in the High
Street and town centre
6 the effects of Crossrail 2
or any other matter that could
affect our local environment,
however large or small?
The Planning Committee has
always had a wide remit but this
has now been reflected in its
change of name to the Planning
& Environment Committee.
We are looking for people
interested in the environment in
the widest sense to work with us
to develop these ideas.
If you would like to do so,
please contact secretarypc@
wimbledonsociety.org.uk

Morley Park
THIS ARTICLE is written at the
provided a dowry of £360,000. The
beginning of August, but by the
Council has undertaken that this
time the Newsletter is distributed
money will be ring-fenced for use in
Morley Park should be open or at
maintaining the Park. In addition
least the announcement that it is
the rent from the small house will
going to be open should have been
also be used for the same purpose.
issued by the Council.
It is fair to say that relations
The Park is “a donation” resulting
between the Council and the school
from the development by Berkeley
on one hand and local residents on
Homes of the old hospital site on
the other have not been smooth. The
Copse Hill. Those who know this area original intention, the Wimbledon
will realise that the site extended
Society understands, was that a
south to Cottenham Park Road; but
local group would be formed to look
the area we are concerned with now
after the Park but the possibility of
was, basically, a field.
any such arrangement came to an
It now has
end when the
playing fields,
Council decided
The Society hopes that a
hopefully a wild
that it and it
‘Friends of Morley Park’
life sanctuary
alone would be
can be established so that responsible for
(see below) plus
volunteers can have an
a pavilion and
administration
input into the Park’s future etc. The Society
a small house
or cottage.
hopes that
Some time ago
a ‘Friends of
the Council
Morley Park’ can
announced that
be established so
the playing
that volunteers
fields were to
can have an
be leased to the
input into the
Ursuline High
Park’s future.
School semiOne aspect
permanently
which is
Under lock and key: Morley Park in August particularly
(99 years) for
their exclusive
important is
use. The rest of the Park will be open the wildlife which used to exist
to the public (we are assured) at all
in certain parts of the Park; we
normal opening times.
regard it as essential that the
It is understood that the terms of
Council ensures that the flora
the lease have not been finalized but and fauna which used to exist are
that the school will be responsible
fully restored. For those who are
for maintenance of their area and
interested, Tony Drakeford FRES
will have exclusive use during term
prepared a guide listing the flowers,
time and school hours. The Council
birds, butterflies, insects and
will be responsible for upkeep
mammals seen up to the time the
and general maintenance of the
development commenced. (Anyone
remainder of the Park.
interested in obtaining a copy of this
As part of the planning
guide, please email your request to
arrangements between Berkeley
the Society Chairman, John Mays, at
Homes and the Council, the former
the address shown on p2.)
© Nigel Davies

Environment
Matters
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n LOCAL HISTORY n

Courtesy and © Merton Archives

Buses up
the hill
CHARLES TOASE charts the history
of the local bus services, from horsedrawn to time travelling
THE FIRST BUSES serving the
village (after the stagecoaches) were
run by the Berryman family, “fly
proprietors” (i.e. horse cab owners).
They ran an omnibus service from
the Rose & Crown to Putney in
the early 1880s, but they soon had
competition from Thomas Tilling,
the major horse bus operator in
London. Tilling’s bus was still
running up to the First World War,
costing 4d. for the journey.
Before the modern buses there
was an ‘omnibus from Mr. Burrell’s
house, Copse Hill, to the Station’. The
directories from 1870 to 1878 say
it was ‘to meet the day trains’. This
would have been Joseph Burrell’s
house at 19 Copse Hill. The Atkinson
Morley opened in 1869, and that may
have been an incentive to start a bus
service, although the timing suggests
that it was meant for gentlemen
catching their trains to the City.
There were only two journeys in
the morning, at 8.50 to catch the
9.15 to Waterloo, and at 9.45 for the
10.10. There were three journeys to
meet trains in the evening, at 4.35,
5.35 and 6.20. The morning trains
were known facetiously as ‘the dry
bread train’ (the early one, for the
less affluent) and ‘the eggs and bacon
train’ (for those who could afford a
better breakfast, and didn’t have to
get to work so early).
Motor buses don’t seem to have
gone down the Hill until July 1913,
when the 70 went from Putney all
the way down to the station. In
November 1913 it was extended to
Merton Park. It ceased operation
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A bus on Wimbledon Hill, circa 1920
in 1924, when the 93 started to
run to Wimbledon (although
only on Sundays to start with).
Kenneth Young, a Wimbledon
Society member who died recently,
remembered the 70 as being
“operated by elderly pre-First
World War open-topped vehicles
that struggled on Wimbledon Hill,
breaking down from time to time”.
In 1930 the bus became daily to
Morden, extending later to Cheam
and Epsom. There were many
changes to other parts of the route,
with buses numbered 93A, B, C, D,
and E. When the service first started,
it came from Wembley, but in 1939
that part of the route was dropped
and it started at Putney Bridge.
There have been other buses
running up and down the Hill,
including the 158 (in 1914) and the
80 (from 1983 to 1988). Since 2002
the 493 has duplicated much of the
route, filling in parts not otherwise
covered.
The bus we now know as the 200
started in 1930 as the 103. There
was only one bus to start with,

The 70 was operated by
elderly pre-first World War
open-topped vehicles that
struggled on Wimbledon
Hill, breaking down from
time to time

with a half-hourly service interval.
From Wimbledon station along the
Ridgway to Raynes Park station, the
fare was 2d. all the way.
Many London buses were
renumbered in 1936; all single-deck
routes started with 200, and the 103
became the 200.
The route started using doubledeckers in 1965 “after local
opposition was finally overcome”. At
the time, I was told that the route
couldn’t use larger buses either
because of steep hills or because
of overhanging trees; I have since
heard that there was opposition
from “a local residents’ association”
(was this the John Evelyn Society?).
There have been various
tinkerings with the route at the
Cottenham Park end, and for a
time it went on to Kingston. It was
extended to Mitcham via Queens
Road from 1966. The detour to
the Atkinson Morley was added in
1973; it echoes the 493 version of
the 93 route in making easy access
to hospitals – the 493 actually runs
between two hospitals (St. Georges
at Tooting and Queen Mary’s in
Roehampton).
And it has appeared in Doctor
Who. A double decker London bus
featured in the 200th episode –
hence the number – in 2009, but
it wasn’t on our route (it went to
Victoria). It accepted the Doctor’s
Oyster card.

n LOCAL HISTORY GROUP n

Have you noticed?
THERE IS A
lovely little
memorial
in the entrance
to Wimbledon
Library to Mrs
Irene Paston
Brown, who died
in 1915. She was
an Edwardian
social reformer,
and a suffragist,
(a non-militant
suffragette),
for which
organisation
she often took
the chair at
meetings. She
also represented
South Wimbledon
on the Board of Guardians, the
body that looked after the poor
under the Poor Law system that was
eventually replaced by the National
Assistance system.
She was also on the Executive
Committee of the John Evelyn Club.

Mrs Paston
Brown also
started the South
Wimbledon
Day Nursery for
working mothers
in 1898. This was
at 178 Haydons
Road, and mothers
were charged
4d. a day, which
included food
(milk puddings or
broth, according
to age). There was
a trained nurse
and a nurse-maid.
The Nursery was
taken over by the
Council in 1919,
when it had up to
40 children and by 1928 it needed
larger premises, so a purpose-built
nursery was opened in Hubert Road
with space for 60.
The memorial was designed by
Sir Graham Jackson, and unveiled
in 1916.

The Bazalgette
mystery solved
WE HAVE BEEN taking a fresh look
at some previously unanswered
questions; the first of which,
originally posed in the Newsletter
of September 2006, is why Rucker’s
tomb in St Mary’s churchyard was
taken over by the Bazalgette family.
The mausoleum was built under
the will of John Anthony Rucker
to accommodate himself and his
successors, but he had no children
and lay there on his own from
his death in 1804 until Sir Joseph
Bazalgette was interred there
in 1891. There is nothing in the
church records to explain the
change of family ownership, but
we now know, on the authority of
Charles Bazalgette, that Rucker’s
wastrel nephew and his main
beneficiary, Daniel Henry Rucker,
sold the mausoleum to Sir Joseph.
There are now half a dozen of the
Bazalgette family interred there.

ONE OF OUR members has been
looking at the early cinemas in
Wimbledon, and found a mention
of two apparently in Hartfield
Road, the Wimbledon Picture
Palace and the Purple Palace.
Further research showed that these
were companies set up to cash in
on the Bioscope boom; they did
not get as far as opening a cinema
in Wimbledon, and the company
called Purple Palace (Wimbledon)
Ltd, was dissolved by 1916.
Abraham Simmons, who seems to
have been the organiser of these
ventures, does seem to have been
more successful in Watford, where

there actually was a Purple Palace.
However, there is still a trace of
one of Wimbledon’s early cinemas
at the end of the Broadway, next
to the William Morris Hall, where
you can just make out lettering
on the wall that tells you that the
Electric Theatre was open from “2
till 10”. This is the remains of the
Prince’s cinema, previously the
Apollo, which opened in 1911; it was
badly damaged by a fire in 1935 and
closed the following year, but the
lettering on the wall survived. In
1936 this cinema had 250 seats, and
tickets cost from six old pence to
one shilling and four pence.

Photos © Nigel Davies

Early cinemas

The Bazalgette tomb in St Mary’s
churchyard
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n SOCIETY MEMBERS n

ANGELA RATHBONE, who died on
6th May age 101, had a number of
connections with the Society and the
Museum. She was the daughter of
Anthony de Beer, and married Philip
Richardson Rathbone (grandson of
Richardson Evans, one of the founders
of the John Evelyn Club and the
Museum) in 1940. In 1946 they moved
to Murray Cross, 4 Murray Road, an
“Arts and Crafts” house designed by
Walter Hewitt and JS Brocklesby, for
Mrs Richardson Evans. In the 1980s
they lived at 19 Raymond Road. After
her husband’s death she moved to
Lancaster Road, and later to Rush
Court, a care home in Oxfordshire.
Angela coached 6th form girls in
A Level History at Wimbledon High
School from 1966 to 1970, and latterly
taught at Rosebery School for Girls in
Epsom. She also became a magistrate
on the Wimbledon bench, and was
active with the Wives Fellowship. From
1990 to 1992 she was the Curator of
Portraits for Wimbledon Museum. She
was a keen photographer, and took
eight of the “Now” photos for Richard
Milward’s Wimbledon Then and Now book
published in 1995.

KEN BALL
KEN BALL, who died on 8th May at the
age of 59, was a Chartered Secretary
and Assistant Company Secretary at
the Crown Agents working on overseas
development projects. He had lived
in Stroud Road since 1990, and was
a very active committee member
of the Wimbledon Park Residents’
Association for 25 years. A keen
collector of Wimbledon memorabilia,
in particular picture postcards, he
scoured local car boot sales and the
internet, frequently finding historical
material, and giving it to the Museum.
Ken leaves a wife, Heather, and two
boys, Jonathan and Ethan. He will be
greatly missed.
CHARLES TOASE
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New members reception
ON 12 MAY OVER 45 new
members assembled in the
Lingfield Room to meet key
members of the Society and to
learn more about the various
committees and activites which
are on offer.
Pamela Gregory and Jude King,
owners of the independent wine
merchants Hannibal Brown,
greeted everyone with a glass
of wine, and Jennifer Newman
handed round canapés while the
guests got to know each other.
Kirk Bannister, winner of
the Richard Milward essay
competition in 2013, gave an
extremely interesting illustrated
talk on “Urbanisation of
Wimbledon in the Victorian era”
which highlighted the changes
to the community following the
expansion of railway services.
After that, Jude
and Pamela gave
an introductory
talk on their
company and
the search for
unusual wines to
© Hannibal Brown

ANGELA RATHBONE

offer to the public. The best part
was when we all got the chance
to taste the wines!
The new members visited the
Museum next door, which was
being manned that evening by
Cassandra Taylor and Pamela
Greenwood. John Mays, Iain
Simpson and Pat Keith were on
hand to speak to guests, many
of whom came forward with
questions.
This was a highly successful
event with some new members
expressing interest in joining the
Planning Committee, and new
friends were made.
It is hoped that the trial
members from two Residents’
Associations of West Wimbledon
and Wimbledon Park will take up
membership of the Society next
year after this social event.
JENNIFER
NEWMAN

Hannibal Brown’s
Jude King and
Pamela Gregory

n SOCIET Y EXCURSION n

© H Forman & Son

ON 19th June 2017, one of the
hottest days of the year, 26 members
arrived at the appropriately named
Fish Island HQ of Forman & Son for
a fascinating event organised by
Linda Defriez.
Lance Forman, the greatgrandson of the founder Aaron
‘Harry’ Forman, gave us an
entertaining talk about the origin
of the smokehouse in 1905 and the
upheaval when the International
Olympic Committee deemed that
the 2012 London games would take
place on the 200 hectare industrial
site at Stratford, East London which
would mean 350 local businesses
employing 12,000 people, would
be evicted to make way for the
Stadium. Lance successfully fought
Ken Livingstone and Lord Coe on
behalf of the local businesses and
Forman’s was relocated to their
present site on Fish Island.
We then donned attractive
white coats and hair nets and
were taken to the cool of the
factory where Darren, the world
champion salmon slicer, gave us an
entertaining talk about his work
and amazed us with the speed and
accuracy with which he prepared
and sliced the fish.
The process was explained to us
and many myths about smoked
salmon were dispelled – it should
not taste of smoke, but of the
silky fish, and lemon should not
be served as an accompaniment.
The difference between wild and
farmed fish was explained and
that they arrive in the smokehouse
within 24 or 48 hours respectively
as fish doesn’t mature with age, it
goes off! The salmon is prepared,
salted with pure rock salt which
starts the curing process which
draws out the moisture that causes
deterioration. As water leeches out

© Asif Malik

Visit to H Forman & Son, salmon curers

World record holder Darren Matson slicing the smoked salmon (top);
Lance Forman examines a smoked salmon in the smoke house (above)
of the fish, it can lose up to 15%
of its weight and unscrupulous
smokers inject brine instead of
dry-curing in salt to boost the
weight and their profits! The fish
is cold-smoked from whole oak
logs as opposed to wood chips or
sawdust that can be contaminated
with chemicals and then when the
process is finished, it’s up to Darren
and his team to slice it wafer thin.
Then everything is hand finished
before it gets dispatched to hotels,
restaurants and retail outlets.
The excursion ended with a

tasting of the smoked salmon and
an opportunity to buy some from
the on-site shop.
JENNIFER NEWMAN
n H Forman & Sons’ London Cure
smoked salmon was recently awarded
the highly prized protected name (PGI)
status, which sets it alongside other
protected foods such as Champagne,
Parma ham and Wensleydale cheese.
It is now the only smoked salmon in
the world with protected status, and
London’s first ever food or drink to
achieve this coveted recognition.
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Ursuline High School celebrates 125
years of excellent education for girls
THE URSULINES are a Roman
Catholic religious Order, founded in
the 16th century in northern Italy
by St Angela Merici, and named
after the early British Saint, Ursula,
a patron of learning. After her
death in 1540, passion for women’s
education led her Order to set up
girls’ schools across the globe,
inspired by her exhortation “Do
what you have to do with love and
charity and then let God take over”.
In the 1850s a group of Ursuline
sisters crossed from Holland and
established a community in Forest
Gate. From there four sisters
travelled to Wimbledon in March
1892, to start a new school for
girls in the parish centred on the
newly-built Sacred Heart Church
in Edge Hill.
The Ursuline Convent School was
established in a house in Worple
Road called ‘Delamere’. It opened
its doors on 26 April 1892 to three
pupils, Mary and Willie Donaldson,
and Netta Powell (after a while Mrs
Powell objected to having a boy in
the class, so he had to be taught
apart from the girls!) One of its
earliest pupils was Evelyn Boord,
who would eventually become
Provincial of the Order in England.
In August 1894 the sisters
purchased ‘Claremont’, a substantial
house in The Downs, built in 1874
and described as an “exceptionally
handsome” residence. Since then
the school has gradually expanded,
acquiring other properties until
it reached the boundaries of
the present site stretching from
The Downs to Crescent Road. A
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Jeremy Hudson discovers the history
and ethos of one of Wimbledon’s
well-known girls’ schools

Ursuline Convent School in the early 20th century (top); the class of 1892 (above left);
a chemistry lesson, circa 1950 (above right)
Government inspector in 1912
described the school as “a beautiful
home for your children” run by “a
devoted set of women”.
In the Second World War the
school was situated just outside
the area for which the Government
advised evacuation. The students
and staff therefore had reason to be
thankful to Pip, the Convent dog,
who would sit keenly alert on the
school roof, and begin to howl well
before the siren sounded warning
of air raids. Pupils at the time recall
lessons in air raid shelters and a
large bomb that fell in The Downs.
The school has been through
various phases, from a boarding
school to a Voluntary Aided school
in 1948. Twenty years later it
became a comprehensive high
school for girls aged 13-18. It now
numbers about 1300 students, and
is rated Outstanding by Ofsted.

The school’s excellent facilities
will soon be enhanced by new
playing fields and a sports pavilion
at Morley Park, due to open in
September 2017.
Throughout these changes the
school has been inspired by the
spirit of St Angela and SERVIAM
the motto shared by all Ursuline
schools, encouraging young women
to put their faith and values into
action, leading to change. Ursuline
sisters led the school until 1999
when the Governors appointed its
first lay head teacher, Neil Calvert.
According to his successor Julia
Waters “we are standing on the
shoulders of all those inspirational
Ursuline sisters, lay staff and
students who have gone before
us.I would like to pay tribute to
their vision, values and resilience
in affording today’s students such
wonderful opportunities.”

n WIMBLEDON SCHOOLS n

William Rutlish – an embroiderer’s legacy

William Rutlish was born in
Merton in 1605, and died here
in 1687. He must have seen
considerable upheaval and
political changes during this
period; the Civil War broke out
in 1642 and Oliver Cromwell’s
Commonwealth came into
being in 1653. The monarchy,
in the form of Charles II,
was restored in 1660, and
William Rutlish was appointed
“Imbroydere” (embroiderer) to
the King in 1661.
There is no record of how
Rutlish learned his decorative
art, or survived through the
notoriously undecorative
period of the Commonwealth,
but he prospered under the
sponsorship of the sensual
and fun-loving Charles II. In 1686 he
became Master of the Worshipful
Company of Broderers, and by the
time of his death Rutlish was a
wealthy man. He was renowned for
his piety and his charity to the poor,
particularly to children.
Apart from his property in
Merton, he also owned property in
Westminster and Covent Garden.
However, he maintained his home
in Merton, where he enjoyed peace
and quiet away from the city and
the Royal Court. He is buried at St
Mary the Virgin church, Merton
Park, with his wife, Mary, who died
in 1703. His will contains a bequest
of £400 (roughly £70k today) for the
placing of poor Merton children,
male or female, as apprentices.
In 1887 John Innes, a JP and
an extensive landowner in
Merton, became Chairman of

corner of Kingston Road and
Station Road in 1895, offering
25 scholarships for needy
Merton boys.
John Innes’ will established
the John Innes Foundation,
which to this day contributes
to the Rutlish Foundation.
Through the various
changes in the education
system, Rutlish School
passed through a period as
a Grammar School, moved
to its current site in Watery
Lane, Merton Park and is
now a Voluntary Controlled
comprehensive boys’ school.
The playing fields are on
part of the original site
of the famous John Innes
Horticultural Institute.
The school has an excellent
reputation, an Ofsted
“Outstanding” rating, and
over 1,250 students. Alumni
include ex-PM Sir John Major,
Raymond Briggs (“The Snowman”);
jazz saxophonist Tubby Hayes and
the Wimbledon Society’s own Cyril
Maidment.
The Rutlish Foundation provides
grants for students from the
Ancient Parish of Merton Park, or
who have spent at least 3 years at
the school. It also provides grants
to the school which recently have
covered music, art and computer
equipment, plus support for drama
and foreign language courses.
Each year, in September, Rutlish
School holds its Commemoration
Day, and pupils visit the grave at St
Mary the Virgin to remember the
benefactor without whom their
school would not exist.
Photos courtesy and © Rutlish Foundation

Sally Gibbons discovers how
the 330-year-old legacy of a
Royal embroiderer still benefits
Merton’s schoolchildren

A plaque dedicated to William Rutlish in
the school (top) and his grave (above) in
the churchyard of St Mary the Virgin
the Trustees. Clearly the funds
were accumulating, because by
1890 there was too much money
simply for the original use, and
the “Rutlish Charity” was formed.
Its aims included, among others,
the funding of education for
children. Largely through his
efforts and with some help from
Surrey County Council, the Rutlish
Science School was opened on the

For details of the work of the
Rutlish Foundation, please visit
www.rutlishfoundation.org.uk
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http://www.bigyellow.co.uk/
Get some space in your life.

YOUR SOCIETY NEEDS YOU!
Leader for Travelling Talks Team

The Museum plans to revive its Travelling Talks programme which
has lapsed over the past two years due to staff changes. We have
2/3 existing speakers prepared to give talks and three existing
scripts with slides.
Candidates should have experience in public speaking and be keen
to develop new and existing outlets and manage the speakers’
programme. The talks are based on various aspects of the history of
Wimbledon and there is scope for new talks to be developed.
The aim of the TTT is to reach outlets with people who are unable
to visit the Museum of Wimbledon because of distance, parking or
inability to climb the stairs.
Please send cv to Cassandra Taylor at casskent37@gmail.com

Surveyors, Valuers & Estate Agents

Museum Business Manager

The Museum is looking for someone to manage its business,
administration and budget affairs.
Candidates should be prepared to visit the Museum at least
once a week, to keep records up to date, to liaise with those in
the building involved in Health and Safety matters and to set
and manage the annual budget. Computer literacy is essential
including working knowledge of Excel.
A job description is available and some training will be
provided. This is a new post with a chance for the successful
candidate to develop the brief as necessary.
Contact casskent37@gmail.com

At the heart of the community
We are pleased to support the Wimbledon Society

Sales 020 8947 9833

I

Lettings 020 8879 9669

www.robertholmes.co.uk

Membership Promotion Manager/Organiser
The Wimbledon Society is looking for someone to promote and
develop new membership. Candidates should be outgoing local
volunteers with a keen interest in Wimbledon and the part people
can play in moving its interests forward in terms of maintaining
and developing the area’s very special character.
The role involves organising and taking part in local events where
likely members will be present, identifying outlets for promoting
the Society (including corporate membership) and developing
links with like minded groups operating in the area.
Those interested should contact the Chairman, John Mays at
john@themayses.co.uk with a brief cv and statement of how
they think they could fulfil the role’s requirements.

We support people with care
needs in their own homes
•
•
•
•
•

Staff are matched to client’s needs
Professionally trained staff
Clients treated with respect and dignity
Regulated by the Care Quality Commission
Personal Care and Social Care services available

Call us on

0208 648 9677
The Wimbledon Society was founded in 1903. It is a Registered Charity (No 1164261), and a company limited by guarantee (No 9818707). Annual subscription rates:
Individual £15; Couple/family £20; Affiliated: £25. Membership application forms can be downloaded from the Society website or collected from the Museum.
The Museum and Bookshop (020 8296 9914), 22 Ridgway, near Lingfield Road, are open from 2.30 to 5.00pm Saturday and Sunday. Admission free.
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