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JEREMY HUDSON reflects 
on the impact of the 
pandemic on Wimbledon.

AN EMAIL circulated on 2 
March 2020 by Canon John 
Clark, Parish Priest of the 
Sacred Heart Church, Edge 
Hill, to his parishioners 
informing them that 
Wimbledon College was in 
lockdown “due to a member 
of staff being infected with 
coronavirus” was the first 
indication that the virus 
(Covid-19) had reached 
Wimbledon. The email 
contained a list of stringent 
measures the church was 
obliged to adopt to prevent 
the spread of the contagion 
with which we are now all too 
familiar.

By 1 May in the UK there 
were over 177,000 confirmed 
cases, with 27,500 deaths of 
which 163 were in Merton. 
The numbers continue 
to increase, more slowly, 
as Government-imposed 
restrictions gradually control 
the disease’s spread.

These numbers cannot 
convey the suffering of 
everyone affected by the 
pandemic, and we offer 
sincere condolences to all 

who have lost loved ones. An 
early victim in Wimbledon 
was our dear friend James 
Leek, whose obituary is 
on page 3. The news of his 
sudden death was deeply 
shocking, bringing home the 
threat that we all faced.

On 23 March the 
Government’s lockdown 
started, with the message 
“Stay Home, Protect the NHS, 
Save Lives”. Restrictions 
had an immediate effect 
on all lives; the Society was 
obliged to close the Museum 
indefinitely, to postpone our 
May AGM, and to cancel or 
postpone planned lectures, 
visits and walks.

However, work has not 
stopped. The Planning & 

Environment Committee 
continues to monitor 
planning applications and 
environmental issues. The 
Museum refurbishment 
project, and the new Society 
website are progressing well. 
Even the Local History Group 
has become adept at Zoom 
meetings! The Society’s 

Twitter feed is updated 
daily, with local news and 
lovely photographs supplied 
by members. The quarterly 
newsletter will continue, 
but from now on will be 
circulated digitally wherever 
possible, to help save both 
costs and the planet (see 
announcement on page 2).

Lockdown has had a massive 
impact on Wimbledon. 
The vast majority of people 
followed the Government’s 
instruction to stay at home, 
only venturing out for exercise 
and essential shopping (or, 
when possible, arranging 
home deliveries). Schools and 
churches have been closed, 
with online lessons and some 
services streamed live. There 
has been no live sport – AFC 
Wimbledon played their 
last match on 7 March, but 
work on their new stadium 
continues. The cricket season 
has been delayed, and, most 
importantly for us, the Tennis 
Championships cancelled.

The Town Centre has been 
eerily quiet; very few shops, 
and no pubs, cafes, etc, are 
open. Both road and air traffic 
have been noticeably less. 
Those who are out and about 
studiously 

Life under Lockdown

(continued on p2)
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maintain ‘social distancing’, 
and many wear face-masks. 
There are fears for the future 
of many local businesses.

But it has not been all doom 
and gloom. The weather has 
been lovely, and many of us 
now realise how we have 
taken the beautiful Common 
so much for granted until 
now! With less pollution, the 
air is sweeter, and visibility 
towards the Surrey Hills is 
clearer than in living memory.

We have got to know our 
neighbours better and there 
have been innumerable 
personal acts of kindness, 

as well as major charitable 
initiatives such as Merton’s 
Mutual Aid Group uniting 
local organisations to support 
vulnerable neighbours. 
WURA circulated a regularly 
updated list of available food 
shops and local services.

In mid-May lockdown 
started to ease slightly. The 
Government’s instruction 
changed to “Stay Alert, 
Control the Virus, Save 
Lives.” It is hard to predict 
the lasting effect on our 
community. What impact 
will be felt on Heathrow’s 
expansion, Crossrail 2, the 
Council’s Town Centre plans? 
It may take a while to adjust 
to “the new normal”.

Over the summer we will be posting unusual and quirky 
photographs of Wimbledon on the Society’s twitterfeed,  
@wimsoc. There’s no prize, but see how many you can 

identify. If you have such a photo that you’d like us to post, please  
email it to chairmanpc@wimbledonsociety.org.uk, or use the 
hashtag #WimSocPhotos. You can access the twitterfeed by clicking 
on the icon at the foot of the Home Page on the Society’s website.

THE NEWSLETTER
THE SOCIETY’S TRUSTEES consider that providing the 
Newsletter to members by email should now be the accepted 
method, saving significant costs, printing and labour. It is also 
better for the environment as the reduced number of printed 
copies will result in reduced consumption of paper. If you have 
not yet supplied us with an email address, please can you send 
a message to membership@wimbledonsociety.org.uk as 
soon as possible. Those members who do not have access to 
email will receive their copy by post and a limited number will 
be available for collection from the Museum (once re-opened) 
if required.

Our warmest thanks go to all the “stuffers” and “droppers” 
who have worked so hard over the years to distribute the 
Newsletter.

Continued from page 1
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JAMES LEEK 
1944 – 2020

ON MONDAY 6 
APRIL James Leek 
died in St George’s 
Hospital of Covid-19. 
In the early days of this 
shocking epidemic, 
the unthinkable had 
happened; a genial, 
generous man, known 
to so many of us had 
been snatched from 
his loving family, 
friends and colleagues 
far ahead of his time. 
Despite his seventy-five 
years, James was a fit, 
energetic jogger and 
an enthusiastic charity 
cyclist. A truly special 
person, he was valued 
by all in Wimbledon, 
those whose causes 
he had publicly 
championed as well as residents  
to whom he had quietly lent a 
helping hand. 

James was a longstanding member 
of the Wimbledon Society and one 
ever ready to contribute to a needy 
cause, notably the preservation of 
the tomb of Sir Joseph Bazalgette 
in St Mary’s Churchyard and the 
success of the first Richard Milward 
Essay Award. To boost numbers and 
encourage others, James modestly 
submitted an essay, which was in 
fact highly commended. It will 
come as no surprise to learn that his 
chosen topic was the Wimbledon 
War Memorial, which became a 
passionate campaign. 

Together with a colleague, the 
“One man went to Mow” scheme 
was developed, whereby a group 
of residents local to the War 

Memorial combined under James’ 
leadership to keep the grass around 
the monument neat, and above 
all green. The Council had begun 
to pave over the area, but James 
successfully led the campaign to 
reinstate the grass. The Society 
obtained a licence from the Council 
to enable his initiative to proceed 
and that arrangement remains in 
place. James was also prominent 
in organising new lighting for the 
monument which acts as a welcome 
sign to the Village.

In 2016, James joined the 
committee of the Wimbledon 
Union of Residents’ Associations 
as Treasurer, with responsibility 
for liaison between WURA and the 
Council on the thankless matters 
of street maintenance, cleaning, 
and waste disposal. His good-

humoured diplomacy in 
these areas benefitted 
many residents and 
their RAs. Close to his 
heart was yet another 
campaign, that of the 
rights of cyclists – 
significantly their use 
of the Common – and 
he kept a weather 
eye on the activities 
of the Wimbledon 
& Putney Commons 
Conservators. Clive 
Hilton, Chair of WURA, 
describes James as 
“forever seeking to 
make Wimbledon a 
better place”.

Society members 
Michael and Susan 
Archer, close friends 
of James and his wife 
Hilary, permit us to 
quote from Michael’s 
personal tribute: “Being 

counted as a friend did not alter 
the man, just uncovered more 
layers of his warmth, humanity 
and generosity. Highly talented, 
James was a graduate of a French 
university, linguist, accountant, 
businessman, cartoon connoisseur 
and chairman of public companies 
who loved nothing more than 
making people happy and proving 
the impossible possible”.

To say that James will be missed 
in the community is to understate 
his influence and widespread reach. 
He used his time and skills for 
good, both in the private and public 
domain and never left unfilled the 
“unforgiving minute.” 

The sympathies and condolences 
of the Society go to Hilary and 
members of the Leek family in their 
great loss.

James was “forever seeking to  
make Wimbledon a better place”
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Wimbledon has suffered 
epidemics in the past. Your 
Local History Group recalls 
previous ‘unprecedented 
times’. With Around the 
Table contributions from 
Sheila Dunman and Monica 
Ellison, CHARLES TOASE 
leads the charge. 

THE BLACK DEATH, 1348 
“Though there is no direct 
evidence of that first epidemic 
in the records, the bubonic 
plague is assumed to be the 
cause of a loss of population, 
with a notable effect on 
farming in following decades. 
By 1389, a quarter of the farm 
land was not being worked, 
presumably because of lack 
of men to till it and this area 
had increased to a half by 
1437. A part of Wimbledon 
around Copse Hill, once under 
cultivation became known as 
the ‘Wild Land’.”

Richard Milward in Historic 
Wimbledon quotes from a 
document of 1481 describing 

the area: “from ancient time 
arable, but for many years 
overgrown with bramble and 
furze”. 

PLAGUE YEARS 
“Outbreaks of plague occurred 
here no less than eight times 
before disappearing after the 
outbreak of 1665. The parish 
register records an unusually 
high number of deaths in the 
years 1603-1604, though no 
cause of death is given. In 
those years, William Lingard 
(Lyngard) and seven of his 
children died within eight 
weeks of each other and 
were buried in St Mary’s 
churchyard”.

The Lingards were farmers, 
well off and well known. 
William’s father, Hugh 
Lingard blamed the death 
of his wife – following the 
birth of their 13th child – 
on the “incantations and 
enchantments” of Jane 
Baldwyn, who was tried 
for “murder by witchcraft” 

and sentenced to hanging. 
Commonsense prevailed 
and Wimbledon’s “witch” 
though, jailed for a year was 
reprieved, becoming a local 
“wise woman” whose recipes 
for potions, published in 1580 
included a plague antidote 
that contained onions and 
‘water of dragon’. Two 
further plague outbreaks 
are recorded: in 1636 when 
Thomas Rounde and two of 
his sons and a daughter died 
of the plague, and in 1643, 
when six burials took place in 
one week.

THE GREAT PLAGUE, 
1665-66 
It is disappointing to learn 
that the connection between 
the Ring a Ring o’ Roses 
nursery rhyme and the Great 
Plague is unproven, since 
interpreters of the “all fall 
down” rhyme before World 
War Two make no such 
association. 

The origin of Wimbledon’s 

beloved, Grade II listed 
building, Southside House 
is also uncertain. Though 
undoubtedly historic, the 
claim that this ‘double house’, 
“whose facade is believed to 
date from 1687 was built by 
Robert Pennington as a safe 
haven for his family after 
his son died in the Great 
Plague of London” may also 
prove shaky. Nevertheless 
Wimbledon gained the 
reputation of being a healthy 
place to live. That epidemic is 
thought to have been brought 
to an end by the Great Fire 
of London, a conflagration 
which must have been clearly 
visible from the heights of 
Wimbledon Village.

SMALLPOX AND THE 
GOOD ‘DOCTOR’
There are mentions of local 
epidemics of smallpox from 
1752-53. Many attempts at 
inoculation had been made 
until Edward Jenner’s method 
of vaccination was popularised 
in the 1790s. John Sanford, 
the local apothecary used the 
new technique of ‘cowpox’ 
inoculation. Despite Sanford’s 
best efforts, in 1802 William 
Terry, the parish clerk, his wife 
and two children all died in 
a space of three weeks, and a 
number of the ‘nurse children’ 
from St. James’s parish were 
also buried. ‘Dr Sanford’ was 
an enthusiastic vaccinator 
and his treatment of 200 local 
children seemed to contain the 
epidemic 

Past pandemics and panics

Gilray’s cartoon of the side-effects of innoculation

‘Dr Sanford’ was 
an enthusiastic 
vaccinator and 
his treatment of 
200 local children 
seemed to contain 
the epidemic of 1808
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of 1808. He lived to a great age 
in the Village at Ashford House, 
opposite Eagle House, earning 
a reputation for his care of the 
poor as well as being a martinet 
with the syringe. 

HYGIENE AND  
DR POCKLINGTON 
Before John Snow (father of 
epidemiology) proved the 
connection between cholera 
and contaminated water 
in Soho by the closure of 
the Broad Street pump in 
1854, an 1850 call for clean 
water in areas of South 
London, notably Brixton, was 
fortuitous for the building 
of new cast-iron pipelines 
through the designated area 
of ‘new Wimbledon’. Along 
with health benefits, this 
added to its attraction for 
development. Despite the 
progress brought by clean 
water and Joseph Bazalgette’s 
London sewer, the end of the 
19th century saw frequent 
health threats. 

Recorded amongst those in 
Wimbledon were a diphtheria 
outbreak in 1885-86 (11 cases, 
five fatal), scarlet fever in 
1886 and 1887, influenza in 
1890, and measles in 1898. 
The scarlet fever epidemic 
is of special interest because 
of the research and actions 
taken by the Borough 
Surveyor CH Cooper and 
Wimbledon’s first Medical 
Officer of Health, Dr Evelyn 
Pocklington.

In 1876, Dr Pocklington 
established the Durnsford 
Lodge Fever Hospital for 
infectious diseases which 
played an important part in 
keeping epidemics under 
control. During the last week 
of December 1886 and the 
first week of January 1887, 592 
cases of scarlatina and similar 
throat infections occurred 
in Wimbledon and Merton; 
the one thing they had in 

common was that victims 
all had their milk from the 
same dairy. Dr Pocklington 
stopped the milk supply, as 
a result there were only five 
fatalities and one of those 
was a monkey partial to milk, 
known as the ‘Wimbledon 
monkey’.

By the time of Dr 
Pocklington’s retirement in 
1909, the death rate in the 
Borough was just over half 
the national average. 

Unfortunately the Fever 
Hospital was inadequate and 
ill-served by its sewerage 
system as was the added 
small Isolation Unit in Gap 
Road. Both were eventually 
condemned. 

‘SPANISH’ FLU, WWI,  
1918-1919
“The Prime Minister lay ill 
in a hospital ward. He had 
succumbed to the terrible 
pandemic that was taking the 
lives of so many of his fellow 
Britons. He needed help 
breathing. It was said to be 
‘touch and go’.” The PM was 
David Lloyd George, the date 
September 1918.1 

Despite the plight of the 
Prime Minister, people 
between the ages of 20 to 30 
were more susceptible to this 
virus than the elderly. The 
chilling little ditty of the day 
was:

I had a little bird / its name 
was Enza / I opened the 
window, / and in-flu-enza. 
There were between 

228,000 and 250,000 deaths 
in the UK. Locally 144 victims 
died in 1918 and a further 62 
in 1919.

WWII EVACUATION 
The Scheme was set up by the 
Government in June 1939, 
although at the time, war did 
not seem imminent. From the 
records, Sheila Dunman tells 
of the evacuation of Wimbledon 
Park School. 

Children were registered 
for evacuation and a rehearsal 

was held for its pupils on 1 
September. 

Despite the fact that 
the ‘unprecedented’ ‘Pied 
Piper’ operation was not 
compulsory, on the first 
day of the war – Sunday, 3 
September 1939 – 151 children 
and 17 adults assembled at 
the school at 7.30 am. Having 
made their way to Wimbledon 
Station, the children and their 
teachers travelled to Arundel 
in Sussex from where they 
were taken on to the villages 
of Barnham and Eastergate 
to be dispersed among local 
families. (“I’ll have that one” 
was the remembered phrase.) 
A week later, the children 
started in village schools. 

Though parents were urged 
not to bring children back 
from evacuation, many did 
return. One returnee was 
five year old Raymond Briggs 

WWII evacuation poster

who had been admitted to 
the School in January 1939. 
He was privately evacuated 
to Gillingham, Dorset in the 
early days of the War, but 
returned in 1941. His book 
about his parents Ethel and 
Ernest tells the story.

There were further 
evacuations, the last of which 
was in July 1944, when 30 
children went to Keighley, 
Yorkshire. The disruption 
and terrors caused by the 
evacuations, both for the 
children that left as well as 
for those that remained, and 
for their parents during the 
air raid years left their mark 
on many. In comparison, 
at least for the comfortably 
off, operation ‘Lockdown’ at 
home seems an easy option.

1 HistoryHit/Weekly Dan Snow  
A Note from @The HistoryGuy
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charities and the London 
Communities Coronavirus 
Appeal.

 On the home front, we 
are closely following all the 
Government’s advice on 
construction projects, and 
within these parameters 
work is gradually resuming 
on our sites in Church Road 
and at the Community Sports 
Ground, Raynes Park.

Over the Players’ entrance 
to Centre Court is the famous 
board, donated by Lord 
Curzon in 1923, bearing the 
quote from Rudyard Kipling’s 
poem “If”:

“If you can meet with 
triumph and disaster,

And treat those two imposters 
just the same” 

Not since World War Two, 
when the Championships 
were last cancelled, has the 
quote seemed more apt. 
In this spirit, we are happy 
to tell you that the 134th 
Championships will be staged 
from 28 June to 11 July 2021. 
Anyone who paid for tickets 
in this year’s Ballot will be 
refunded and offered the 
chance to buy tickets for the 
same day and court next year.

For more information  visit 
www.wimbledon.com, or 
contact Johnny Perkins at 
jper@aeltc.com or on 07909 
975152.

JOHNNY PERKINS

Wimbledon and 
Putney Commons
THE EPIDEMIC OF Covid-19 
has reinforced for us all what 
a lifeline the Commons is for 
those seeking recreation and 
exercise, as glorious spring 
weather brought persistently 
high visitor numbers to all 
areas. 

Wimbledon 
Village Business 
Association
THERE HAS NEVER been 
anything like it.

No one could have foreseen 
the effect of this devastating 
pandemic on businesses in the 
Village. As I write, we already 
know that Carluccio’s and 
Cath Kidston are two high-
profile retail casualties and 
it seems possible that they 
may be followed by Le Pain 
Quotidien. We are suffering 
the greatest retail downturn 
since records began. 

With the prospect of social 
distancing continuing until 
2021 and with customer 
capacity reduced by up to 
50% when they do eventually 
reopen, many smaller 
restaurants will find it 
impossible to survive. 

Our Village High Street 
will come through this, but 
inevitably it will be very much 
changed. As an Association 
we have been actively 
lobbying Merton Council, the 
Government and landlords 
to be as realistic as possible, 
with help for businesses that, 
in some cases, don’t meet 

the criteria for loans, rent 
breaks or suspension clauses 
in leases, as the situation is 
so dire. 

The worst disaster for our 
Association has been the 
cancellation of the AELTC 
tennis championships, which 
we help promote with the 
Village flag sponsorship 
scheme. The money 
generated by the event is used 
throughout the year to raise 
awareness of what the Village 
has to offer, from online and 
print promotion to numerous 
events culminating in 
purchasing all the Christmas 
lights that people find so 
attractive. 

On a positive note, many 
businesses are still open 
including bakers, chemists, 
delicatessens, supermarkets 
and off-licences; also a 
number of restaurants are 
operating on a take-away 
basis. Details of suppliers 
are shown in the welcome 
Residents’ Association 
newsletter circulated by Clive 
Hilton. 

This is the new reality. 
All we ask is that when 
something vaguely 
resembling normality returns 

we all remember that the 
Village relies so much on 
local footfall and the custom 
of local residents. Never have 
the words “Use it or lose it” 
been more appropriate. 

Please stay safe and we 
look forward welcoming you 
back soon to our wonderful 
Wimbledon Village.

ADRIAN MILLS

All England Club
TOGETHER WITH 
our charitable arm, the 
Wimbledon Foundation, we 
have stepped up efforts to 
help in the current situation. 
We are working with the NHS, 
donating medical supplies 
and offering facilities for use, 
we have distributed food to 
vulnerable Londoners through 
City Harvest and liaised with 
local Councils to support 
their needs. Local community 
donations have included to St 
George’s Hospital (including 
accommodation for staff and 
families); we have match-
funded amounts raised by the 
local business community; 
we have worked with Age 
UK, several local homeless 

The ‘New Normal’ in Wimbledon
Representatives of three local organisations share their views on the effects of Covid-19 on the area

(continued on p7)
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The new term of ‘social 
distancing’ introduced many 
challenges for an outdoor 
environment, not only for 
our regular visitors, but 
also for our staff working to 
provide the essential service 
of protecting and preserving 
our unique resource. We 
have followed government 
guidance and scientific 
evidence regarding practices 
and restrictions affecting 
open spaces and have taken 
every decision on the basis 
of supporting the national 
effort against the pernicious 
virus that has disrupted all 
our lives.

Although most people are 
extremely supportive of the 
restrictions, for some there 
is a mistaken understanding 
that the Commons’ normal 
regulations and byelaws have 
been suspended. With the 
updated guidance coming 
into force on the 13 May 
2020, we are taking a cautious 
approach, with a phased 
reintroduction of golf on 
Wimbledon Common and 
other measures aimed at 
maintaining social distancing.

Our approach to 
enforcement is one of 
education rather than the 
imposition of penalties. 
Our objective is to continue 
to support government 
measures to restrict 
transmission of Covid-19. The 
sooner transmission is under 
control, the sooner the easing 
of restrictions can begin. 
During these difficult times, 
we simply ask that everyone 
supports the measures.

SIMON LEE

Improved air quality
ALAN MARIES highlights some early indications of the effects of the pandemic on air pollution.

Continued from page 6

ANALYSIS OF world-wide 
data by the UK-based  
website Carbon Brief 
has suggested that the 
coronavirus pandemic could 
result this year in cuts in 
emissions of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) in the region of 2,000 
million tonnes, equivalent to 
around 5.5% of the current 
global total. This would 
trigger the largest annual 
fall in CO2 emissions ever 
recorded – though still not 
enough to make much of an 
impact in bringing the 1.5C 
global temperature limit 
within reach. 

It’s not just CO2 emissions 
which have plummeted. 
Other data sources reveal 
marked reductions in the 
principal pollutants of air, 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and 
particulate matter (PM), as 
well as bringing significant 
improvements in visibility.

Two of the world’s most 
populous and polluted 
nations – China and India 
– have experienced some 
of the sharpest falls in air 
pollution. But it is perhaps 
inevitable that those areas 
with existing high levels of 
pollution, in these countries 
and elsewhere, seem to be 
the worst hit by high rates of 
virus infection.

In Europe, measures to 
reduce the rate of infection 
have led to a 40% reduction 
in the average level of NO2 
and a 10% reduction in PM 
pollution during the month of 
April compared with March.  
These measures will have 
avoided more than 10,000 
deaths from air pollution, 
most notably in Germany, the 
UK, Italy, France and Spain: 
a substantial number, but 
unfortunately insignificant in 
the context of the European 

death toll from the virus. 
This effect comes as power 
generation from coal and 
oil combustion – still the 
main sources of NO2 and 
PM pollution across much of 
Europe – has fallen by 30% or 
more. The marked decrease in 
NO2 hot spots (shown dark 
on these satellite images) is 
already apparent at the end of 
March 2020.

A similar effect has been 
seen in London, despite a 
delay in introducing lockdown.

Statistics compiled by 
Defra indicate that other UK 
cities, such as Brighton and 
Portsmouth, have seen NO2 
levels fall by more than 60%.

As it takes several weeks 

to gather data and generate 
reliable results from manually 
operated NO2 diffusion tubes 
and particulate monitors, the 
only sources of data available 
for the current period in 
the Borough of Merton are 
the two automated stations 
monitored by Kings College, 
University of London. In 
order to allow for variable 
seasonal weather effects, data 
in 2020 has been compared 
with the same period in 2019 
(see charts below).

Although the 2020 data 
has yet to be fully verified, 
a noticeable reduction in 
NO2 levels is apparent since 
mid-March, probably because 
this pollutant is produced 
primarily by vehicle exhausts, 
and traffic across the borough 
has decreased considerably 
in recent weeks. The picture 
for PM is less clear over such 
a limited timescale, but no 
doubt it will be clarified as 
more data is gathered in the 
coming months.

The Covid-19 crisis 
will doubtless be pivotal 
in influencing future 
environmental and 
sustainability pathways 
around the world. Our value 
systems will of necessity 
change, hopefully for the 
better. However, we will 
need to ensure that these 
new pathways are truly 
sustainable and do indeed 
lead to the desired outcomes 
of improved society, 
environment and economy.
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n  E C O - F R I E N D LY  L I V I N G  n http://www.bigyellow.co.uk/Get some space in your life.

The Wimbledon Society was founded in 1903. It is a Registered Charity (No 1164261), and a company limited by guarantee (No 9818707). Annual subscription 
rates: Individual £15; Couple/family £20; Affiliated: £25. Membership application forms can be downloaded from the Society website or collected from the Museum.  
The Museum and Bookshop (020 8296 9914), 22 Ridgway, near Lingfield Road, are open from 2.30 to 5.00pm Saturday and Sunday. Admission free.
Data Protection. The Wimbledon Society is registered with the Information Commissioner’s Office for Data Protection Purposes as a data controller under the Data 
Protection Act 1998, reg no: ZA244625. All personal information supplied to the Society by members will be used solely for communication with them concerning 
the Society’s Membership, Governance, Events, and only matters concerning the Society. It will not be shared with any other organisation, except where there is a 
Statutory obligation to do so. Full details of our Privacy Policy are published on our website.

CARING FOR OUR TREES 
Many people will have noticed that during the Spring, a number 
of new trees have been planted in parks and on our streets. 
Often this work is done by volunteers and with the recent 
dry weather these trees and any planted in the last two years 
need watering. So, if there are some young trees near you, 
please treat them to a couple of cans or a bucket of water every 
week or so in hot/dry weather. It is most unlikely they can 
be overwatered even if more than one household is doing it. 
Please contact Jane Plant on enquiries@treewardensmerton.
org.uk or 07773 406105 for information about caring for our 
trees and the Tree Warden Group Merton.

MERTON’S

Sustainable Merton has opened Merton’s Community 
Fridge, located at Morden Baptist Church, to support people 
impacted by Covid-19 who may need help with getting fresh 
healthy food. The Community Fridge is essentially a big 
fridge where fresh surplus food is donated and redistributed 
to the community. During this time of food crisis, food will 
be delivered to the Fridge from Merton Council and Merton 
College’s central food hub and local supermarkets, where it 
will be packaged by volunteers, ready for collection. 
Free food parcels can be collected on Thursdays from 2-4pm 
the car park at the back of Morden Baptist Church, Crown 
Lane, Morden, SM4 5BL. For more information or if you would 
like to support this project please contact Sustainable Merton 
at communityfridge@sustainablemerton.org.

ZÉRO SHOP DELIVERING 
The Zéro shop in Merton Abbey Mills is closed to walk-in 
customers at the moment but has launched a delivery service 
to postcodes near to the shop for its wide range of dry goods 
including rice, pasta, tea, coffee, dried fruit, nuts, cereals, 

herbs, chocolate and much more, 
as well as fresh fruit and vegetables, 
cleaning products etc. They have also 
introduced a Click & Collect service 
for people outside the delivery  
area. Orders placed before 6pm are  
ready for collection the next working  
day. Products are sold without 
packaging and delivered in reusable  
containers. For more information 
see www.thezeroshop.com

Greenwatch
SUSANNA RIVIERE suggests ideas for helping young trees, vulnerable people and the environment

Surveyors, Valuers & Estate Agents

Sales 020 8947 9833  I  Lettings 020 8879 9669

www.robertholmes.co.uk

At the heart of the community
We are pleased to support the Wimbledon Society
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