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New website goes ‘live’
ASIF MALIK introduces the
Society’s updated image,
revealing the work that went
on behind the scenes
FOR ANY MODERN
organisation, a website is an
essential tool for showcasing
its activities. The Society’s
first website was created in
2007, and there have been
several upgrades over the
years. In 2019, a small group
of Society members carried
out a critical review. The
group felt that the website
did not portray the Society
in its best light; its content
was not easy to navigate,
and its appearance dated.
The Society’s activities had
developed in many ways
and the website no longer
reflected this diversity. The
Society and its Museum had
separate websites, with little
coordination between them.
It became clear that a fresh
new website was required,
with a common address for
the Society and the Museum.
This would promote the
image of the Society as
an organisation with a
coordinated yet diverse range
of activities.
With board approval,
a website team was

set up, consisting of Kevin
O’Neil, David Atha, Jacqueline
Laurence, Christine Goodair
and Asif Malik. Over many
cups of coffee, a detailed
brief was worked up.
Essential requisites would
be a clear simple design,
easy to navigate, and just as
important, easy to keep up to
date. The team then set about
finding appropriate website
firms. In that search. an
understanding of the Society’s
culture and sensitivity to
local issues was given as
much importance as technical
capability and design skills.
Enquiries produced an initial
list of five firms, reduced on
assessment to a shortlist of
three, who submitted tenders
and references, followed by
interviews and presentations.
Careful analysis of the

results and reviews of other
websites designed by the
contenders followed. Finally,
in January this year, the team’s
unanimous choice emerged –
3mil.
The website team
developed the brief in
detail, consulting all parts
of the Society, including
the Museum, Planning and
Environment, Membership,
and Events. Regular progress
meetings were held, both
within the team and with
3mil to keep an eye on
design development. The
contribution made by 3mil
has been outstanding,
appreciating our needs,
responding to our brief,
and producing an attractive
design. Regular updates were
given to the Society’s Board
and the main committees.

A key feature of the
website is a new membership
system, offering easy and
secure registration, payment
options, sign-up for Gift
Aid, GDPR compliance and
easy booking for events.
This system will improve
efficiency and communication
for both members and
Society administrators
while compliance with data
protection requirements
will safeguard members’
information.
The new site went ‘live’
on 14 July 2020 and initial
feedback is very encouraging.
It is vital that a website is
kept up to date, and 3mil has
provided training to a team
of content editors, who will
be responsible for prompt
changes and updates.
The new website is a major
step forward. It will promote
the image of a progressive
and advanced society, wellorganised in its activities, and
continuing its fine tradition
of being a leading community
organisation.
We hope that all members
will make good use of this
excellent, state-of-the-art
facility, and we look forward
to hearing your views and
comments.

For the latest information, go to www.wimbledonsociety.org.uk, www.wimbledonmuseum.org.uk or the Facebook page.
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Chairman’s
view
I MUST START by paying tribute to dear Oliver
Bennett, a Society Trustee for the past five years,
who died in March. He was a valued colleague whose
quietly-spoken advice was always appreciated by
Board members, and he will be greatly missed.
This has been a year like no other! Like very many
Society members, I have spent most of the past five
months at home, shielding from Covid-19, and battling
with technology to be able to ‘work from home’ in
an efficient manner. I have lost count of the number
of Zoom meetings I have attended! In this period
too, on my regular walks I have been rediscovering
Wimbledon and reflecting on how blessed we are to
live here, with the beautiful Common close by.
The pandemic has inevitably had an impact on
the Society’s work. The Museum has had to close
temporarily, and all our meetings (normally held there)
have been held online. Our AGM has been postponed
indefinitely. However, despite these restrictions a great
deal of progress has been achieved, chiefly successful
completion of the major project to create a new single
website for the Society and Museum. Thanks are due to
the website team for their work on this project. I would
encourage members to have a good look at the website,
and to tell their friends about it. From now on it will
be much easier to join the Society, and to order our
publications, via the website. I believe it is a platform
truly fit for the 21st century.
The success of the website project gives us grounds
for confidence that the Museum refurbishment project
will likewise be brought to fruition before long. As our
Museum Director reports here, despite Covid, plans
are being drawn up with a view to carrying out the
refurbishment in 2021, and to raise the funds needed
to complete the scheme.
Our Planning & Environment Committee continues
to be exceptionally busy. As well as scrutinising planning
applications, it has been active in responding to
consultations on a number of significant environmental
issues. The Government’s proposed new planning
regime is expected to bring a raft of new challenges.
And finally, all being well, in October AFC
Wimbledon should play their first match at their new
Plough Lane stadium!
JEREMY HUDSON
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Wimbledon emerges from Lockdown

“Wimbledon
already meets the
requirements of
having our daily
needs met within
a 15-minute walk,
bike or bus ride
from our home.”
coronavirus, residents of
Wimbledon have reconnected
with their town. Many of us
are still working from home,
even though our offices in
Central London have started
to re-open, as we prefer
not to risk using public
transport. Holidays have been
cancelled or postponed, and
the ‘staycation’ has been the
preferred option.
This sense of ‘reconnection’
is endorsed by Helen

Clark Bell, CEO of Love
Wimbledon: “The past
few months have sent the
awareness of our local
community to sky high levels,
for convenience, being able
to shop locally but also to
support each other. The
concept of the ‘15-minute city’
is not a new one, but there
is much discussion about
this being at the centre of
our recovery, which in turn
correlates with a green future.
… Wimbledon already meets
the requirements of having
our daily needs met within a
15-minute walk, bike or bus
ride from our home.”
Helen’s sentiment is
echoed by Adrian Mills,
Chairman of the Wimbledon
Village Business Association:
“Numerous restaurants, bars
and shops have returned,
finding a grateful response
from regular customers
or from those who have
discovered the Village for
the first time. Although a few
restaurants are still closed
I suspect they will be reopening once the furlough
scheme for workers scales
down. It has also provided
an opportunity for some to
observe others and to see
what does and doesn’t work.”

© Nigel Davies

FIVE LONG MONTHS after
the Government’s stringent
Covid-19 restrictions came
into force, Wimbledon is
gradually emerging from
‘lockdown’. The streets are
busier and there is more
traffic on our roads.
Analysis confirms the
overall impression. In its
response to the London
Forum’s recent survey of
high streets in the Capital,
the Society’s Planning &
Environment Committee
reported that, at the end
of July, in Wimbledon’s
Town Centre 78% of general
shops, financial services,
restaurants etc, and other
retail outlets were open. The
corresponding figure for the
Village was 90%. In Raynes
Park the figure was 80%.
The indications too are
that, as a consequence of

© and courtesy Dog & Fox

JEREMY HUDSON reports on
the recovery process for our
Town, Village and Commons.

The Dog & Fox welcomes patrons again after lockdown (top);
while pubs and restaurants were closed the Common was a popular
place for picnics (above) though not everyone took their litter home
During lockdown
Wimbledon’s residents
have re-connected with the
Common, enjoying it as a
space for recreation and
relaxation. As Stephen Bound,
Chief Operations Manager
for WPCC reports, although
welcome this increased use
did not come without its
problems: “Large numbers
of people were bringing
picnics, picking up food in
the Village or even ordering
take-aways for delivery to
the Common. The result
was a huge increase in levels
of litter and waste. Our
waste management costs
are currently approximately
3.5 times their normal level
– at a time when income is
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significantly reduced due to
the cancellation of all feepaying events and activities.
Throughout the period our
staff have been exceptional
… working to ensure that
the Commons remain a
pleasant, accessible and safe
environment for everyone.”
Happily, one event planned
to take place on the Common
is the mini-Bookfest on 12
& 13 September. Entitled
“Last Days of Summer” it
will be held (Covid ‘spikes’
permitting) in an outside
space on the Common in a
covered marquee, sides open
to maximise air flow. “A unique
opportunity to do something
special this summer.”
See page 12 for more details
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Wimbledon and the Slave Trade
Your Museum ran a small
exhibition to coincide with
the bi-centenary of the
passing of the Abolition of
the Slave Trade Act in 2007.
In identifying plantation
owners the curators were in
the vanguard of a movement
for the re-examination of our
past. No doubt more remains
to be done. CHARLES TOASE
reminds us of the relevant
political figures:

Joseph Marryat

AFTER THE REMOVAL OF
Colston’s statue in Bristol,
the statue in Edinburgh of
Viscount Melville, known
to us as Henry Dundas,
is to have an additional
inscription saying that he
was ‘a contentious figure’,
since he was responsible for
the delay in the introduction
of slave trade abolition. In
1950 the Wimbledon Society
put up a memorial plaque
at Cannizaro, the site of
Dundas’ original house.
This is no longer visible as it
appears to have been painted
over when the house became

an hotel. There is also a
Melville Avenue.
We have a road named
after Joseph Marryat MP.
He accepted the moral
argument for abolition, while
maintaining that a large
part of the UK economy, the
sugar trade, was dependent
on it. He supported two
early bills, but later opposed
legislation. Marryat had a
considerable investment in
the trade; he died before the
compensation scheme, but
his eldest son, also Joseph,
was awarded over £100,000
(at least £8.5 million in

Industrial
Wimbledon
WIMBLEDON IS NOT an
industrial area, but there
have been a few small factory
estates. One of them, at the
west end of Kingston Road
near Raynes Park station, has
recently been demolished
except for a small surviving
remnant. It started in 1900
with a dyers and cleaners and
the Southdown Laundry; in
1906 the laundry advertised
that it would ‘collect work
in town and suburbs. A
carefully trained staff is
kept exclusively for frocks,
blouses, muslins, and fine

linen. Shirts, collars, and
table linen a speciality. Large
drying grounds, and ample
supply of soft water. Punctual
delivery guaranteed.’ The
soft water was from their
own well, which they sank in
1906. They were benevolent
employers, providing
a doctor to look after
their workers’ health. My
recollection is that there was
a large chimney with letters
SOUTHDOWN going down
it. The laundry moved to
Hackbridge in the mid 1950s,,
and the buildings became
known as the Southdown
Works.
These works were taken
over in 1958 by Prestware

THE GOOD GUYS
Among the supporters of
abolition with Wimbledon

connections, William Pitt,
the Prime Minister stayed
frequently with Dundas at
Cannizaro. Previously he
had stayed with the great
campaigner himself, William
Wilberforce, who up until
1786, lived at Lauriston
House on Southside, when
he moved nearer the heart of
Westminster to 4 Old Palace
Yard. Lord Grenville (who led
the campaign in the House of
Lords) lived at Eagle House
for a time. He became Prime
Minister after Pitt’s death
and was ultimately the one to
preside over the slave trade
abolition act. Lastly there
was Charles James Fox who
stayed at the house later
known as Belvedere for a
short time.
Pitt has a road named after
him while Wilberforce has
not only a road but also two
memorials; a Wimbledon
Society plaque on the site of
his house, and a brass at St.
Mary’s church. The plaque
originally on Lauriston House
is now in the Museum.

Ltd., one of several plastics
manufacturers who came
here; they remained
(renamed Manuplastics in
1965) until they moved to
the Lombard Road estate in
Morden in 2008.
Among the other factories
there in the estate’s 100
year history were Lysol
disinfectants, the Unique Pen
Co., makers of thermometers,
cosmetics, and gas meters,
and at the end of World War
I a War Department signal
factory. More interestingly
though, Spinks made medals
here. The company, better
known as dealers in coins and
medals, owned several firms
such as the Soho Stamping

Co. making medals here from
1905 until 2007.
A couple of years ago,
most of the buildings on the
estate were demolished, but
planned development has
not yet materialised. The
remaining part, the east end
including the Southdown
Works, was purchased by
Dundonald Church which
moved there in 2008, giving
their address as The Factory,
577 Kingston Road. The
building was demolished in
January, and a new church,
with housing above, is being
built. Next door, at 575, is
the only remaining building,
occupied by PAG Ltd, who
make batteries.

William Wilberforce (top)
and the plaque as seen from
Southside Common
today’s money). The Society
was also responsible for the
plaque at Gothic Lodge for
Captain Frederick Marryat,
the novelist and younger son
of the Marryats.
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Statue toppling
NOTES FROM AROUND
THE TABLE

Michael Norman Smith
recalled that his grandmother,
Lucy Norman, held UNA
garden parties in the grounds
of Lincoln House attended by
celebrities such as Winifred
Atwell.
One of Hilda’s grandsons,
also a sculptor, is called
Lincoln. Sadly two others,
Simon and Matthew
Seligman, both of whom lived
in the borough have recently
passed away.

IN DRAMATIC FASHION,
statue toppling came to
Wimbledon on the evening
of Tuesday 30th June when
the bust of Emperor Haile
Selassie was smashed in
Cannizaro Park. The incident
was thought to be a copycat
event, an echo of unrest in
Ethiopia in which a statue
of the Emperor’s father was
attacked in an Oromo reprisal
for the shooting dead of
Hachalu Hundessa, a popular
singer and protestor.
The Haile Selassie bust,
the work of amateur sculptor
Hilda Seligman, originally
stood in the garden of the
Seligman’s home, Lincoln

Rastafarians, for
whom Emperor
Haile Selassie is a
revered religious
figure, wished to
hold services there,
and as one local
Rasta put it “maybe
smoke a little weed.”

The statue of Haile Selassie
in Cannizaro Park (above)
and the face of the statue
held by someone present at
its destruction (left)

House, Parkside. In 1957,
Hilda gave it to Wimbledon
Council who placed it
in the rose garden at
Cannizaro where it remained
inconspicuously for many
years. Rastafarians, for whom
the Emperor Haile Selassie
is a revered religious figure,
wished to hold services
there, and as one local Rasta
put it “maybe smoke a little
weed.” They were refused
permission on the grounds of
park byelaws. Ironically the
bust was moved ‘for safety’
in 1985 to an area surrounded
by rhododendrons, once
known as the tennis court
garden.

Seligman Bros in 1906. The
couple worked and travelled
in India and Pakistan during
which time Hilda became a
health campaigner. She wrote
three small books; one of
which Skippo, helped finance
mobile health vans, while the
acclaimed Indian poet, R.
Tagoore wrote the foreword
to another, When Peacocks
Called.
The Seligmans had four
sons and a daughter. They
made Lincoln House their
home and it became a lively
intellectual and political
hub where old friends like
Mahatma Gandhi were
received.

The destroyed statue was
one of only three works
created by Hilda Seligman,
– the remaining two are in
Glasgow and Delhi. Born
Hilda Mary McDowell in
1882 in Blackburn, Lancs,
Hilda married Dr Richard
Seligman, a metallurgist and
chemical engineer of the
merchant-banking family
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PRESS ALERT
Charles Toase pointed out
that the press reports of
the demolition incident all
repeated the same error that
after fleeing his country when
it was invaded by Mussolini
in 1936, the exiled Emperor of
Ethiopia lived in Wimbledon.
Charles Toase:
“Haile Selassie never
actually lived in Wimbledon,
but made four short visits.
He arrived on 3rd June 1936,
staying initially in London
at a house in Princes Gate.
Dr Richard Seligman and
his wife Hilda made a
sympathetic gesture by
inviting him to a garden party
at their home, Lincoln House
in Parkside, Wimbledon,
on 8th June. He came
accompanied by the Princess
Yashimabet and his two
sons, and was welcomed by
400 women representing 35
women’s organisations.
In 1936 he bought Fairfield
House, Newbridge, near Bath,
but he re-visited Wimbledon
in 1938 and 1939, both times
staying at the Castle Towers
Hotel in Parkside. After his
restoration to Ethiopia, he
visited England to thank his
supporters, and was the guest
of honour at a reception given
by the Seligmans at Lincoln
House on 26th October 1954;
he stayed for half an hour.”

n PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT n

Build, quickly, badly
Under the banner of Build,
Build, Build, Government has
recently brought in changes
to the planning system to
“make it easier to build
better homes where people
want to live”.
IT APPEARS THAT the
government sees the planning
system as a hindrance to
quick development. It
should certainly hinder bad
development, but the vast
majority of applications are
quickly approved. The UK
development control system
is part of a quality control
process, ensuring that basic
standards are followed,
there is some respect for the
locality, and local people have
a say. The better developers
and their agents know that
they have to meet these basic
standards.
Let us look at the proposals
in turn.
“Normal planning
permissions will not be needed
. . . to demolish and rebuild
redundant residential and
commercial buildings if they
are rebuilt as homes”.
This means that some kind
of reduced permission is
still required, and won’t save
time. But it will prevent the
public (and the Society) from
commenting on a proposal,
and will allow substandard
works. How does that square
with active government

encouragement (in the
National Planning Policy
Framework, paragraph 40)
to get the local community
participating in the creation
and design of schemes?
With no standards to meet,
most of the development
industry will drive to the
bottom.
As an example of what
this approach delivers,
we have already seen new
housing proposed (in a
vacant industrial building
in Watford), seven units of
which had no windows! The

With no standards
to meet, most of
the development
industry will drive to
the bottom.
government response to this
was to bring out Regulations
(7/20) that housing delivered
through these new permitted
development rights must
have windows. You could not
make it up.
Secondly, “commercial
buildings will be allowed to
change to residential without
the need for a planning
application”. Do we really
want to see young children
playing in the middle of a
large industrial estate, heavy
lorries, noise, polluted air, no
local schools or facilities or
open spaces nearby? What
about space standards, energy,
outdoor space, privacy, fire
safety, natural light, flood
risks? In a seller’s market (like
Wimbledon), any low grade
housing will sell. Build badly
in 2020s, social disasters in
2030s, say the RIBA, the RTPI
and the RICS in their letter of
response to government.
Thirdly, “property owners
will be able to build additional

space above their properties via
a fast track system subject to
neighbour consultation”. This
means the public (and the
Society) will be excluded from
any involvement, but there
will still be a need for formal
approval.
So any reduction in
processing time is unlikely,
and the disfiguring of our
town will result. Will some
developers be tempted to offer
“inducements” to neighbours
not to object?
All this is marketed under
the phrase “without the
unnecessary red tape”.
A government planning
policy paper setting out its
plan for comprehensive reform
of the planning system was
promised for July, but as we go
to press nothing has yet been
published. One hopes that the
new approach would give the
planning system the principal
role in delivering national
climate change objectives
through to 2050, and give local
people more say, not less, in
how their town develops. And
there is much more.
If government wants
help upgrading the planning
system, Civic Societies can
help: just ask. And the ill
thought out changes set out
above need to be binned.

Merton Priory
A RECENT PROPOSAL to
Merton Council to demolish
the remaining small portion
of a wall of Merton Priory to
build a block of 72 apartments
with commercial space varying
in height from three to six
storeys came to the Society’s
attention and although it
was a little outside our area,
we felt that the important
historical associations merited
a comment. Our objections
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to the Council included poor
design, over-shadowing of the
two-storey houses opposite
and the lack of plans for an
archaeological excavation.
This application was
turned down by the Council’s
Planning Applications
Committee, because the
councillors considered
that the height and bulk
of the building was too
great, there were too many
north-facing, single-aspect
units and because of the
loss of daylight and sun to
neighbouring properties.
A further application has
been submitted and we have
repeated our objections.
Founded in 1114, Merton
Priory was one of the greatest
religious houses in England.
It hosted a Parliament in
1236, and in 1436 a “Crowning
ceremony” for 15-year-old
Henry VI. The last Prior
of Merton, John Ramsey,
surrendered it to Henry VIII’s
Commissioners in 1538; it was
demolished and the stone
used to build Nonsuch Palace
near Cheam. Hardly a trace
remains. (Nonsuch suffered a
similar fate, demolished to pay
the gambling debts of one of
Charles II’s mistresses).
The Priory site is now
partly occupied by Sainsbury’s
Colliers Wood store, though
incongruously the remains
of the Chapter House, now a
Museum run by the Merton
Priory Trust, can still be found
off a pedestrian underpass
under Merantun Way.

A strategy for
Merton’s heritage
MERTON COUNCIL has been
consulting on its Heritage
Strategy for the period to 2025.
While the Society welcomes
this initiative, we feel that the
five-year period is too short;
other Councils take in a 15year period and we have urged
Merton to (continued on p7)
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Continued from page 6
take a longer view. Among our
other suggestions are:
A Heritage Panel: To
champion heritage across the
Borough, oversee delivery of
and bring together, public,
private and third sector skills.
A Heritage lead officer:
Re-instate a full-time
conservation and heritage
post, to drive the planning and
development-based projects
and report to the Panel.
A Buildings Preservation
Trust: A not-for-profit
organisation, able to raise
funding from a range of
sources. It would be the
key delivery mechanism for
tackling buildings at risk,
would handle repairs and
management of significant or
at-risk buildings, and also drive
the administration of a simple
Heritage grants scheme.
“Heritage” in planning
terms has often been limited
to physical structures
but there is a growing
appreciation that land use
activities (eg: riding stables,
markets or cricket pitches)
can also be regarded as
ingredients of local heritage.
Also, that urban spaces
themselves, although not
buildings, can be ‘historic’.

Council’s climate
change strategy
and action plan
THE FINAL DRAFT of Merton
Council’s Climate Strategy &
Action Plan was approved by
Cabinet on 13 July 2020. It will
be put forward for adoption at
the next full Council meeting
in November, and is expected
to be acted upon by the end of
the year. The aim of the Plan,
developed in partnership with
consultants Aether, is to set
out a high-level framework
rather than to go into detail,
and it will be accompanied

beginning of Hartfield Road.
A consultation has started
on a proposal to add an extra
three storeys to the office
part of the building. Concerns
have been raised that it is
inappropriate to have another
tall building in the town centre
and whether, in the post-Covid
age with more working from
home, there will be a need for
more office space.
We will continue to monitor
the plans once a formal
application is made.
The proposed statue (left) and location at
the junction of Lake Road and Leopold Road
by an explanatory technical
report. The Plan anticipates
costs of £3.1bn to achieve
zero net carbon emissions
for the borough by 2050, but
these will be offset by £2.1bn
potential savings in building
and transport benefits.
These direct savings will be
boosted by indirect (as yet
unquantified) cost savings
from lower domestic heating
bills, improved health & sense
of community, and clean air
& health benefits from active
travel. Merton’s Climate
Officer, Katie Halter,
envisages that the next steps
will include developing a
more detailed delivery plan,
formulating a communications
strategy, and convening an
implementation group.

New statue for
Wimbledon
THE GOVERNMENT of the
State of West Bengal, India,
has offered to provide a life
sized, bronze statue of Sister
Nivedita in Wimbledon to
commemorate her life and
work. The proposed site is
on an area of public land at
the corner of Lake Road and
Leopold Road, close to Ricards
Lodge High School.
The Society is in favour of

this initiative but we have
written to Merton planners
seeking clarification on who
will own and maintain the
statue once it is in place. We
also suggested that the site
should be landscaped in a way
that would enhance the area
and highlight the statue as a
focal point.
Sister Nivedita (born
Margaret Noble) is
commemorated by a plaque
at 21a High Street. Her
Wimbledon connections
included the establishment
of a local kindergarten and
Ruskin School and in India
she gained a considerable
reputation as an educator and
promoter of Indian freedom.
She died in 1911 in Darjeeling.
(See March 2018 Newsletter,
available to download from
the Society’s website).
Some items which belonged
to, or related to the work
of Sister Nivedita are in the
Museum.

The Fridge on the
Bridge to grow?
WIMBLEDON BRIDGE
HOUSE, popularly known as
the “Fridge on the Bridge”,
snakes down from the shops
on Wimbledon Bridge to the
offices on the curve at the
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Merton Residents’
Transport Group
THE NEWLY FORMED
Merton Residents’ Transport
Group (MRTG) is a nonpolitical alliance of residents,
councillors of all parties and
environmental, cycling and
walking groups, along with
residents’ associations. The
group is supporting the
Council’s emergency measures
to keep pedestrians and
cyclists safe in the immediate
post-lockdown period.
With public transport
capacity some 85% lower than
pre-Covid-19, there is likely to
be more traffic on the roads,
and an attendant increase in
congestion and air pollution.
The Council has been granted
funding from both TfL and the
Dept of Transport for these
schemes which include pop-up
cycle lanes, wider pavements
and the ‘School Streets’
scheme.
The MRTG is organising
a webinar for all Merton
Councillors, with active
travel charity SusTrans to
introduce such topics as
school streets and low traffic
neighbourhoods.
The group have their
own Facebook page, and a
page on the Merton Cycling
Campaign website: http://
www.mertoncyclingcampaign.
org.uk/p/merton-residentstransport-group.html

n SCHOOL AN N IVE RSARY n

Wimbledon High School
celebrates its 140th Birthday
School Archivist
KELLY JONES gives us
a glimpse of the first
day and its first pupils.
ALTHOUGH
WIMBLEDON was
still a village in 1880,
the Girls’ Public Day
School Company
believed that there
was a growing
community in the
area supportive of
a good school for
girls. A newly-built
family house, at 74
Wimbledon Hill, was
acquired, and to this
The school at 74 The Hill from the rear, circa 1900, with the ‘temporary’ hall
day it forms part of
the school. A headmistress,
residence on the West Side
Miss Edith Hastings, was
of the Common, which they
The girls shared
appointed; although only 29,
named Stamford House.
the first lesson,
Edith already had three years
father Charles, a
given by Ms Bolton – Their
as a head under her belt. She
solicitor, was related to
an ‘object lesson’
was to remain in charge at
Sir Thomas Jackson, the
Wimbledon until 1908, much
distinguished architect and
on an apple.
loved and respected.
restorer of Eagle House,
On 9 November 1880, the
both families being doubly
school opened its doors to
Emma Mundella, on the staff
connected. The girls’ brother
twelve girls, aged between
from the outset.
Hugh was the acclaimed
nine and sixteen, with varying
First on the admissions
stained glass artist.
experiences of previous
register was Mildred
Violet Scott Moncrieff
education. A welcoming
Hastings, the 14 year-old
had only just come from
assembly was held, led by
sister of the Headmistress.
Charlbury in Oxfordshire
Canon Henry Haygarth,
The two sisters had taken
to live at Netherton in
Vicar of Wimbledon, and the
unfurnished rooms at Craven The Downs. Her father
girls shared the first lesson,
Villa, 13 Wimbledon Hill,
Major (later Sir) Colin was
given by Miss Bolton – an
where Ely’s now stands.
a distinguished military
‘object lesson’ on an apple.
Mildred later worked as the
engineer from a Scottish
The apple would later be
school secretary, leaving in
family well known for its
chosen as the school symbol.
1893 to work at the Norland
writers and military men.
Numbers increased quickly
Institute. Of the other girls,
Her late mother, and new
and within a short time, a
three of whom were called
stepmother, came from wellserious academic curriculum
Margaret, all lived locally, and known Quaker and slavery
developed, supplemented
were, with one exception, the abolitionist families, the
by extra-curricular activities
daughters of middle class,
Sturges and Albrights. As
such as drama, drawing,
professional or military men.
did Mary Albright Hollings,
tennis and hockey, and music.
Two sisters, May and
the daughter of a planter
The school was particularly
Margaret Arnold, lived
in Montserrat, who joined
fortunate to have a talented
in Thornton Hill and the
the school later during the
musician and composer,
family later moved to a large
first year. She became a
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teacher and wrote
the biography of Sir
Colin. Unhappily
twelve year old
Violet died in 1881.
Jane Willis
Kirkaldy was a
reluctant recruit to
the school initially,
but proved to be
academically gifted.
Her father was a
ship broker and the
family were active
members of the
‘Scotch Church’ in
Mansel Road. Jane
later worked as an
assistant teacher at
the school, during
which time she gained a
place at Somerville College
Oxford. She became one
of Somerville’s first two
students to graduate with
first class honours in the
Natural Sciences and in
time, an Honorary Fellow
of the College. She tutored
mainly at St Hugh’s until her
retirement and has an Essay
Prize named after her.
Undaunted, little Alice
Fownes, the daughter of the
publican of The Swan on the
Ridgway was only nine, and
had never been to school
before.
By the time the new
purpose-built school building
opened in Mansel Road in
1887, there were 125 girls
on roll, amongst which
figured the names of some
notable women. The story of
Wimbledon High School had
only just begun.
For further details on all
twelve girls visit https://www.
wimbledonhigh.gdst.net/ourcommunity/alumnae

n WI M B LE D O N PA R K L A K E n

New proposals for making
Wimbledon Park lake safe
DAVE DAWSON lays out
the options for safety
improvements to the
Wimbledon Park dam,
including the “Capability
Brown design” favoured
by the Friends of
Wimbledon Park.
SEVEN YEARS AGO
regulations on the safety
of lakes were tightened,
obliging Merton Council to
commission a study on the
subject. This revealed that
extreme rainfall could, at
worst, cause the dam to fail, so
flooding Wimbledon Park to
3.5m deep, and also affect 1700
buildings down Revelstoke
Road towards Earlsfield.
Four options were suggested.
In the first, the dam would
be strengthened involving
removal of most of the trees
and shrubs downstream; also
much arboretum planting
and the ancient Ashen Grove
Wood would be lost, replacing
the 18th cen. Capability Brown
design with a characterless
sward and damaging wildlife
habitats.
The other three options
would lose fewer trees, but
part of the dam would be
raised by 1.1m and the lake
reduced to its historic level,
0.35m lower. A new outfall
would be placed in the Ashen
Grove Wood and much of the
wood would be lost.
Raising the dam would
affect the lakeside path, make
disabled access more difficult,
and harm a popular section of
the original design. Options 2,
3 and 4 all have gaps to allow
access, requiring reinforcing
and the removal of trees and
buildings, thus harming the
landscape and wildlife habitat.

Inevitably, the new
regulations will cause some
harm to the lakeside, but the
Friends of Wimbledon Park
propose a Capability Brown
Design to minimise this
harm. Lowering the lake to
its historic level would allow
floodwater to be temporarily
stored, reducing the level of
flooding. This would restrict
angling and watersports a
little, but would ease the
regular flooding of the Golf
Course and the Wimbledon
Club, and prevent the
frequent flooding into the
public park.
However, the stringent
new regulations require no
overtopping of the dam, even
in extreme circumstances.
The Friends, therefore,
propose a low, wavedeflecting wall around the
whole lake edge to prevent
waves breaching the dam and,
to take any floods safely past
the dam, moving the outflow
from the ancient woodland
to a more sensible position,
replacing the waterfall. A

“labyrinth” weir design would
allow extreme flooding to
pass safely down the outfall.
The lakeside wall would allow
the present pedestrian access
to continue, and the highcapacity outfall would avoid
the need for reinforcement
so buildings, trees, etc could
be retained. The lake’s lost
eastern arm could be restored
and Brown’s design and the
wildlife habitat would be
saved.
Most of the new
requirements would be met
by lowering the water level
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now while further measures
are planned. By not doing
this, Merton Council
continues to risk the failure
of the dam. The public
has not been consulted,
despite government
recommendations to do
so. The Friends would like
to know the opinions of
park users on the best way
forward.
For more information please
go to the Friends website at
friendsofwimbledonpark.org.uk/
news/

n THE MUSEUM n

Big plans for the Museum
JACQUELINE LAURENCE
sets out the Society’s plans
for refurbishment of the
Museum.
THE WIMBLEDON Museum
of the John Evelyn Society
first opened its door to the
public in 1916, at 22 Ridgway,
in accommodation kindly
provided by the Wimbledon
Village Club. More than 100
years later we are still in the
same place, though now the
John Evelyn Society has been
renamed the Wimbledon
Society, and our Museum
is called The Museum of
Wimbledon.
Many in Wimbledon,

while aware of the museum’s
existence, have never
discovered its treasures;
for ours is a small unusual
museum, run entirely by
volunteers who care for its

The present displays
are much loved, but
need a makeover and
modernisation
special collections relating
to the natural and built
environment of Wimbledon
and the rich history of the area.
We receive no public funding.
The present displays are much

loved, but they date from the
1990s, and are in need of a
makeover and modernisation.
We have ambitious plans for
a refurbishment programme
which we hope will put this
lovely, local museum at the
heart of the community and
will open up its doors to
greater effect locally.
We are planning to close
the Museum in 2021 for a
complete refurbishment, and
the creation of brand new
displays. Making the museum’s
collections accessible and
comprehensible to the widest
possible audience is the most
important objective of this
refurbishment. We hope that

the new displays will appeal
to all sections of society and
help us to reach new and
more diverse audiences. The
projected budget is £150,000.
The Wimbledon Society has
already supplied £85,000,
and raised a further £4,000
by having a Dinner Dance.
The Wimbledon Foundation
has also generously made
a donation. Fundraising
will continue alongside the
development of the project, as
soon as Covid 19 permits.
If you would like to
learn more about the
project, please send us an
email at museuminfo@
wimbledonsociety.org.uk

punch, and did not leave
Wimbledon until the small
hours. The next day, the last
of the competition, the Prince
of Wales would inspect the
grand review, and there would
be a sham fight.
One of the songs sung
was the tale of Jack and the
Mermaid, performed by Lt.
GF Harris (20th Regiment
of Foot), about a sailor, now
(bigamously) married to a

mermaid and living under the
sea where marine bonds of
matrimony were apparently
permanently binding. Lt.
Harris earned two prizes at the
1863 Wimbledon tournament,
and subsequently received
the silver medal of the Order
of St John (for saving five
lives from a fire in Dublin),
presented by the Princess
of Wales at the Wimbledon
Meeting of July 1880.

New
acquisitions
Two finds (a songsheet and
a bookmark) in a donated
box of mixed items led
Curatorial Assistant LIZ
JANOVSKY to explain how
even the smallest items can
reveal the past.
The Esso bookmark is one of
a wide variety of promotional
materials produced by Esso
over the years. Dating from
the 1950s, it advertises the
garage of LF Dove Ltd, at 3-7
Palmerston Road, Wimbledon.
Lionel Frank Dove (1900 –
1957) established his company
in Wimbledon in 1925, later
expanding into Croydon and
throughout the South East.
Among the services offered
over the years were hire cars,
used car sales and petrol
stations, as well as being
stockists for Leyland Vans
and Triumph cars. They also
had Wimbledon branches at
33-37 Russell Road and 44-48

© Museum of Wimbledon

Esso Bookmark

Kingston Road. The company
was family owned until it
was sold to London-based
Summit Motors Investment
(UK) Ltd in 1994.

An Affecting Story

AS THE NRA Meeting on
Wimbledon Common drew
to a close on the evening of
July 17th, 1863, participants
and hangers-on gathered
around a bonfire, sang, drank
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OLIVER BENNETT
1943 – 2020

THE SOCIETY was sad to
learn that Oliver Bennett
died in St George’s Hospital
in March 2020. He was a
long- standing member of the
Society and joined the Board
in November 2015.
In his quietly-spoken
manner, he made a valuable
contribution to the work
of the Society, including
looking after our interests
in the London Forum; his
advice and participation
were greatly appreciated by
the Board.
Oliver was born in
Derbyshire in 1943; the
family soon moved to Surrey
where he was brought up
and educated. He attended

a number of schools
including City of London
Freemen’s in Ashtead and
Warwick School, and in
1961 went up to Fitzwilliam
College, Cambridge to read
Geography.
He graduated in 1964
and having subsequently

developed an interest in
planning he took a degree
at Liverpool University.
He worked for a number of
local authorities including
Warwick. However, later
his interest morphed into
transport and tourism,
and after a further degree
in Transport Economics
at Leeds, he became a
consultant in those fields.
This formed the basis of his
career for the rest of his life.
He joined Deloitte & Touche
and remained their prime
consultant throughout.
Oliver was based in
London but his work took
him all over the world.
He travelled to over 30
countries. He received
a number of awards
from both Governments

and commercial trade
associations.
Outside his work he
had keen interests; he was
fascinated by narrow gauge
railways, he cycled (he rode
in the Ride London event
for several years) and was
an enthusiastic skier. Not
surprisingly he and his
wife Farida were also keen
followers of tennis which
was one of the reasons they
moved to Wimbledon in 1984.
He and Farida met in
London; they married in the
early 80s with ceremonies in
both London and Indonesia,
Farida’s home country.
He was active to the end,
including cycling and skiing
activities even as late as last
year. Our sympathies go to his
wife and family.

2007, The Taylor Family
Foundation has donated more
than £20 million to projects
dedicated to improving life
chances of disadvantaged
children. Ian was Chairman
of the Board of Trustees at

the Royal Opera House (201619), through the period of its
“Open Up” redevelopment.
The Foundation is lead
sponsor of their Schools’
Matinees Programme,
and supports many of our
wonderful local charities,
including Polka Children’s
Theatre, Wimbledon Civic
Theatre Trust Young Actors
Company, Wimbledon
Arts, Home-Start Merton,
Wimbledon International
Music Festival, Merton
Music Foundation, Bursaries
at King’s College School,
Jigsaw4u and Mitcham Town
Community Trust.
His intervention in the
Harris Tweed industry in
2007 did much to save it from
potential extinction. The
mill he resuscitated is home
to Harris Tweed Hebrides
Limited, the major producer
of the cloth.
A kind and generous man,
Ian’s legacy will live on
through his inspirational
energy and intellect. Our
sympathies go to his wife and
family.

IAN ROPER
TAYLOR
1956 – 2020

IAN TAYLOR, who died
in June, was an influential
Wimbledon resident, who
enjoyed living here for
nearly 40 years. He was
Chairman of the Vitol Group
of Companies, the world’s
largest independent oil trader,
for which he had worked
since 1985. He was a hugely
impactful philanthropist
and dedicated supporter
of the performing arts. He
loved walking his dogs on
the Common, playing golf at
RWGC, and always made time
to visit The Championships at
AELTC. He also owned both
The Lighthouse Restaurant
and the Light on the
Common café in the Village.
He was born in Croydon,
raised in Manchester,
educated at King’s School,
Macclesfield and Merton
College, Oxford, where
his degree was in Politics,
Philosophy and Economics.
His trading career started at

Since it was
formed in
2007, The
Taylor Family
Foundation
has donated
more than
£20 million to
projects for
improving life
chances of
disadvantaged
children

Royal Dutch Shell, and while
on placement in Venezuela in
the early eighties, he met his
future wife, Cristina (Tina).
They have two sons and two
daughters.
Since it was formed in
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http://www.bigyellow.co.uk/
Get some space in your life.

Greenwatch

Wimbledon Bookfest
returns to the Common
with a live ‘Last Days of
Summer’ weekend on
12-13 September

With the increase in cyclists on the road,
SUSANNA RIVIERE offers some advice to all pedal-pushers

The four Fs of cycling – it
keeps you Fit, it’s Free
(almost), Fun and, compared
to other ways of getting
around, it’s Fast.
Physical benefits. Cycling
has many health benefits.
Large population-based
studies have shown that
cycling is associated with a
lower risk of cardiovascular
disease, cancer, and all-cause
mortality, and may be more
beneficial than walking.
Abandoning the car in favour
of a bicycle has a positive
societal impact too, helping
to reduce air pollution,
greenhouse gas emissions and
traffic congestion.
Of course, there are some
risks in cycling, but when
weighed against the benefits,
the estimated benefits are
substantially greater.
Getting started. When
buying a bike, if possible
use an independent bike
shop. They will help you
find the bike which is right
for you and you can develop
a relationship with them
leading to reliable service
for maintenance etc. Sadly,
several local independent
bike shops have closed, but
there are still London/Bright
Cycles in Raynes Park and
Moose Cycles in Colliers
Wood.
The Guardian recently
published a helpful article for
people new to, or returning
to, cycling: “Beware Jeans,

Bookfest has earned its
place as London’s leading
community based literary
festival occupying a ten day
slot in the Capital’s Autumn
calendar. This year due to
Covid-19, time is curtailed but
quality, we are assured, will
be maintained.
An astonishing six hundred
entries were submitted for
The Robert Graves Poetry
Prize which will be awarded
at one prestigious event.
Another of special interest
will be Kadiatu KannehMason talking about her
book House of Music – Raising

avoid the gutter, keep
your saddle dry – 10 Tips
to make cycling a delight”
(www.theguardian.com/
lifeandstyle/2020/may/31/).
Join a cycling group. The
London Cycle Campaign
is working towards making
cycling safer and more
enjoyable in London.
Membership offers many
benefits including third-party
insurance and discounts in
bike shops. The local branch,
Merton Cycle Campaign,
meets regularly, arranges bike
rides and works with LBM to
improve cycling in Merton.

the Kanneh-Masons (with
violinist, son Bramiah).
Festival Director Fiona
Razvi says “So many have
been missing the shared
experience that we developed
an open air ‘roof only’
marquee venue, all planned
using government guidelines
and working with Merton
Council, Wimbledon &
Putney Commons to ensure
that the event is safe for all”.
We wish Bookfest every
success with this welcome
initiative.

Full programme: www.wimbledonbookfest.org

Do a cycling proficiency
course. Bikeability (www.
bikeability.com) have a list
of cycle training courses in
Merton and if you’d like to
go one step further there are
good basic cycle maintenance
courses available.
Surveyors, Valuers & Estate Agents

Most of all enjoy your cycling
knowing that you, the local
environment and the planet
are all benefiting.

At the heart of the community
We are pleased to support the Wimbledon Society

© Adobe Stock

Getting on our
bikes

Sales 020 8947 9833

I

Lettings 020 8879 9669

www.robertholmes.co.uk

The Wimbledon Society was founded in 1903. It is a Registered Charity (No 1164261), and a company limited by guarantee (No 9818707). Annual subscription
rates: Individual £15; Couple/family £20; Affiliated: £25. Membership application forms can be downloaded from the Society website or collected from the Museum.
The Museum and Bookshop (020 8296 9914), 22 Ridgway, near Lingfield Road, are open from 2.30 to 5.00pm Saturday and Sunday. Admission free.
Data Protection. The Wimbledon Society is registered with the Information Commissioner’s Office for Data Protection Purposes as a data controller under the Data
Protection Act 1998, reg no: ZA244625. All personal information supplied to the Society by members will be used solely for communication with them concerning
the Society’s Membership, Governance, Events, and only matters concerning the Society. It will not be shared with any other organisation, except where there is a
Statutory obligation to do so. Full details of our Privacy Policy are published on our website.
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