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17 June 2021  
 

 
Attention: Calum McCulloch 
 
 
Dear Sir 
                       
 
21/P1436 – HOME BARGAINS STORE, DURNSFORD ROAD, SW19 
 
The old “Homebase” store, now vacant, is to be refashioned and re-clad, with most of its original main structure 
retained.  This approach to adaptation, with its conservation of existing resources, is to be welcomed.  
 
The Society suggests however that this approach also creates the opportunity to make a very significant 
contribution towards the development and production of sustainable energy.  
 
The proposals show that the new building achieves only a very modest BREEAM “Very Good” (so-called) 
energy rating, and quotes conformity with the Council’s current Core Strategy Policy CS15.  This however was 
adopted some ten years ago, and the whole approach to energy performance is having to be re-written to 
reflect the Climate Emergency imperative.  Upgrading the energy rating to “Outstanding” should be the very 
minimum requirement now.   
 
But there also appears to be a significant opportunity to achieve a dramatic improvement in energy 
performance, by utilising the new southeast-facing roof to house a large PV panel array.  This roof is close to 
100m in length, some 15m wide, and such an array could be a very significant local generator of electrical 
energy. 
 
With local electrical transformer chambers already on site, and with the Borough’s principal electrical 
transformer station only some 250m away, there would seem to be an opportunity to utilise the energy from 
several hundred PV roof top panels, feeding directly into the Grid.  
 
It may be that, with the Council’s help, grant aid of some kind could be sought to facilitate electrical energy 
generation far in excess of the needs of this individual building.  Issues of detailed design, roof loading, control 
of reflectance (as there is housing nearby) and so on would of course need to be considered.  
 
With the growing importance of measures that need to encourage “clean” energy production, it is hoped that the 
Council will be able to work with the applicant to develop this approach. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Chris Goodair,   
Chairman, Wimbledon Society Planning and Environment Committee  
           
cc Katie Halter: Climate Change officer  
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