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THE CELEBRATED
landscape architect,
Capability Brown, created
the Park design in 1764-68,
and its lake and many of the
‘veteran’ trees still remain
from that time. Previously
much larger, it is now reduced
to 60 hectares, with three
ownerships: the Council owns
the public Park and Lake, the
Wimbledon Club is privately
owned, and then there are the
Golf Club lands.
The All England Lawn
Tennis Club (AELTC)
acquired the freehold of the
29 hectares of Golf Club lands
from the Council in 1993,
and has recently acquired
the outstanding lease. In
July the AELTC submitted
a planning application
proposing to expand its
operations onto the Park
lands, with a new 8,000 seater
Stadium at 300 feet wide, 38
open courts and a number of
maintenance depots, player
facilities and other structures.
This is a building project
equivalent to a development
of two 10 storey high blocks
of flats and ten bungalows. A
section of Church Road would
be subsumed into the site.
Various other works are
proposed. The lake edges
are returned to their Brownian

AELTC

All England and the golf course lands

An aerial view of the proposed Wimbledon Park development
outline, a waterside walkway
created, the streams that feed
the lake are ‘de-culverted’.
The public will also have some
restricted access to the open
land beside Home Park Road.
The Park is all that we
have left of the original

Brownian layout. Not
surprisingly, it is designated
by Historic England (HE) as
an Historic Park, Grade 2 star.
HE also classes it as ‘at risk’
because the historic value of
the site is in danger of being
lost, and because of what is

That fact that the All England Lawn Tennis
Club runs one of the four major world-wide
tennis tournaments and “puts Wimbledon
on the map” cannot justify any building
whatsoever in the Park.

seen as the erosion of the
Brownian design.
The Park is in a
Conservation area and, very
importantly, designated as
Metropolitan Open Land
(MOL) in the Local Plan. MOL
is given the same planning
protection as Green Belt in
national, London-wide and
local planning policies.
National planning policy
is clear, as are the Londonwide and local plans: Green
Belt (MOL) land should be
retained and protected as
open land and not be built
on. “Preserving the openness
of the Green Belt” is the
wording used.
When the AELTC bought
the freehold from the Council
in 1993, there were clear
public assurances by both
parties, backed by formal
legal covenants, that the golf
course lands would remain
open and not be built on. If,
despite these clear assurances
and covenants, the proposed
stadium was to be built, who
is to say that further stadiums
will not be built in the future?
Where is the openness of the
Park then?
The legacy and openness
of the Brownian landscape
would be irreparably lost.
The Society view (contd p3)

For the latest information, go to www.wimbledonsociety.org.uk, www.wimbledonmuseum.org.uk or the Facebook page.
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It was good so meet so many Wimbledon Society
members at the AGM in September. Despite
understandable concerns about coronavirus (which
continues to circulate quite widely this Autumn) we
enjoyed a good turn-out for the meeting. At the AGM,
members approved a new Strategy taking the Society
forward for the next three years and beyond. The
strategy places particular emphasis on re-launching the
Museum next year following its refurbishment, and on
using this as well as our new website and social media
to enhance our profile and attract new, younger and
more diverse members.
At the AGM we were delighted to welcome Diane
Neil Mills, Chairman of the Commons’ Conservators,
as guest speaker. Diane’s talk celebrated the 150th
anniversary of the passing of the Commons’ Act in 1871
and described in detail the Masterplan for protection
of Wimbledon Common, its natural and built
environments, and the funding needed for this work.
Due to Covid, many of the celebrations planned for this
anniversary have had to be postponed to next year.
Earlier this Autumn I paid my long-anticipated first
visit to AFC Wimbledon’s new stadium in Plough
Lane. It is quite remarkable the way in which the
ground blends into the massive housing development,
to regenerate a rather run-down part of our town.
The stadium is functional, rather than aesthetically
delightful, but for us football fans it is ‘home’ at last.
The football development is, in my opinion,
an excellent use of ‘brownfield’ land, for a real
community benefit. What a contrast with the
AELTC’s proposed development of 50 acres of green
Metropolitan Open Land, to create a vast tennis
complex in use for less than three weeks a year! Over
600 objections to the scheme have been received
to date by Merton Council. The Society is working
closely with local groups and residents’ associations
to co-ordinate our response to the scheme. A group
of us have met twice with the Chairman and Chief
Executive of AELTC to express our concerns. If you
have a view about the development, I would encourage
you to communicate this to the Council.
May I end by wishing all our members a merry
Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New Year!
JEREMY HUDSON
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Wimbledon and Putney Commons 150th Anniversary Picture Competition
AS PART of the celebrations
to mark the 150th Anniversary
of the Commons, the
Conservators were delighted to
launch the 150th Anniversary
Picture Competition in August
this year.

The Competition will
run over the course of the
anniversary year, finishing
in July 2022, with a separate
round each month. It is open
to anyone and can be in
any medium – photograph,

sketch, painting or any other
form you wish. Entries can
depict anything providing it
is done in the month of that
round of the competition,
features Wimbledon
Common, Putney Heath or

September’s winning entry – a painting of The Golf Course by Penelope Holme Kirman

Continued from page 1
is clear. That fact that the
AELTC runs one of the four
major world-wide tennis
tournaments and “puts
Wimbledon on the map”
cannot justify any building
whatsoever in the Park.
The proposals utterly
destroy the fundamental
openness of the Park with
its unique heritage, and
totally ignores national
and local planning policy.
Putting major buildings
into long-protected open
spaces also fails utterly to
respond to the thinking
around Climate Change. The
development proposals are
fundamentally flawed.

Not surprisingly, the
application has attracted
many hundreds of objections.
Additionally, the AELTC’s
offer of payment towards
lake dredging, solely a
responsibility of the Council,

which owns the lake, could
be considered to compromise
the independence of the
Council as it takes the
planning decision; as indeed
does the existence of the “nobuild” covenants.
In its letter to the Council
on the application, although
registering the strongest
objection to the proposals,
the Society has made what
one hopes is a positive
suggestion for an alternative
way forward.
We already have the
experience of major sporting
and other national events
being staged in historic and/
or open green spaces, using
temporary tented villages
including large scale arena
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Putney Lower Common and
represents the Commons
in some way. Whether it
be flowers or insects, wide
sweeping vistas down the golf
fairways, the iconic Windmill
or visitors enjoying the
Commons for one of our core
reasons for being – exercise
and recreation.
The aim of the competition
is to build up a picture of
the changing nature of the
Commons over the course of
the year and we hope to feature
the winners in an Anniversary
book, as well as gather together
both the winners and the ‘best
of the rest’ for an exhibition
later in 2022.
We are grateful to local
organisations that are
providing the prizes for each
round – with the Dog & Fox,
Hand in Hand and the Light
on the Common donating
vouchers for the first three
months. Why not join in for
the chance of winning some
fantastic prizes!
More information can be
found at www.wpcc.org.uk/
picturecompetition

STEPHEN BOUND

seating. The Chelsea Flower
Show, Henley, Wentworth
Golf, Hampton Court Flower
Show, the US and UK Golf
Opens are some examples.
These are held where no
permanent building would be
permitted, often in historic
settings, and for perhaps a
couple of months in the year
they are transformed to cater
for the extensive facilities
required and then revert to
open land.
Is not this the better way
forward?
A copy of the Society’s
letter to the Council on the
planning application can be
seen on the Society’s website,
www.wimbledonsociety.org.uk

n AGM n

Our AGM “in person” – at last!
IT WAS WITH great pleasure
that the Wimbledon Society’s
AGM was held “in person” on
Saturday 18 September at the
Wimbledon Park Hall.
Chairman Jeremy Hudson
welcomed the Mayor, Cllr
Michael Brunt, Merton
Councillors and 39 Society
members, and outlined
prospects and plans in the
coming year.
The Local History Group,
led by Michael NormanSmith, meet once a month,
never failing to come up with
a diverse array of artefacts,
information gleaned from
research, and queries about
Wimbledon’s past. Until his
sad death in July, Charles
Toase regularly attended
meetings and was a prolific
contributor to the Newsletter.
He will be greatly missed.
The Society’s Activities &
Events programme became a
casualty of Covid-19. Talks on
Zoom were well attended and
Michael Norman-Smith is
arranging more talks during
this winter, including one by
renowned auctioneer and TV
personality Charles Hanson.
Next year a visit to Rochester
and possibilities for visits and
walks are planned.
Ably led by its Director,
Jacqueline Laurence, the
Museum’s refurbishment is
progressing well, with plans
to re-open in June 2022. The
design of the refurbished
Museum has been approved,
storylines are being refined,
and objects and images are
being selected for display. We
are delighted that fundraising
for this project has exceeded
its target thanks to many
generous donations, as well
as successful crowdfunding.
Communication is
paramount and, following on
from last year’s overhaul and
creation of our new joint
website, our objective now is

to keep it updated. Today
the Society has 1,624 Twitter
followers, and the number
is steadily increasing, our
most popular tweets relating
to planning and
environmental issues.
The Society’s quarterly
Newsletter remains a source
of great interest to our
members and appreciation
goes to the Editorial team for
their very professional
approach, producing a
high-quality publication.
Monica Ellison retired from
the Editorial team after
many years of excellent
service, and we appreciate
all she has achieved.
Among the hardest working
people in the Society are the
Planning & Environment
Committee (PEC),
chaired by Chris Goodair, its
core activity remaining the
review of planning
applications. So far this year,
the PEC looked at 185
applications and responded to
87 of those. A major
preoccupation is the All
England Lawn Tennis Club’s
(AELTC) proposed
development on the
Wimbledon Park Golf Course
land, for which a planning
application has been
submitted. The AELTC’s
development would transform
the historic “Capability”
Brown parkland into a major
tennis complex, which the
Society finds very problematic.
Treasurer Corinna Edge
presented the Society’s
accounts for 2020 which
had been certified by our
Independent Examiners,
approved by the Board and
signed by the Treasurer,
before submission to
Companies House and the
Charity Commission.
Elections of Officers and
Directors of the Society were
proposed, seconded and

approved by a show of hands.
Most remain “in post”, but
John Mays was elected Vice
President and Kevin O’Neil
succeeded him as Deputy
Chairman.
This year the Board decided
to conduct a strategic review
outlining the Society’s
priorities, including
improvement of our
communications and
refurbishing the Museum.
We have largely achieved the
former and are well on the
way to achieving the latter.
Asif Malik presented the draft
document and suggestions
raised by members were noted
and agreed. Adoption of the
draft Strategy statement, with
the caveat of including
members’ recommendations,
was proposed, seconded and
confirmed by a show of hands.
The Chairman concluded by
thanking fellow Board

members for their hard work
over the past 18 months, most
performing multiple tasks for
the Society.
The Chairman then
introduced our guest speaker,
Diane Neil Mills, Chair of the
Commons’ Conservators who
gave an interesting and lively
talk, starting with the
circumstances which led to
the passing of the Commons’
Act in 1871. Sadly, Covid
had caused postponement
of the 150th anniversary
celebrations, but it was
hoped these would take
place next year. The main
part of Diane’s talk focused
on the Commons’
Masterplan, designed to
address the investment
requirements of their natural
and built environments in
the coming years.

MAUREEN FIELD
Honorary Secretary
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n A TRIBUTE n

Charles Toase remembered
Some of Charles Toase’s friends
and erstwhile colleagues have been
reminiscing about their experiences of
the man who devoted almost all his life
to Merton and its history.
I SPENT A YEAR in Merton Library
Service as a junior library assistant in
1975/76 prior to going to University.
During that year I saw many aspects of
Merton’s library service including being
a Saturday assistant at Morden library to
administrative duties at Merton Cottage,
the HQ of Merton Library Service.
However the best memory I have of that
year was the time spent working at
Wimbledon Reference Library under the
guidance of Charles Toase.
He allowed the junior assistants to run
the enquiry service desk, having given us
a good grounding in the principles of
enquiry research such as using materials
to answer enquiries and how to ask the
user questions in order to clarify what
information they were seeking. This
included being polite and helpful, but not
being over helpful. He guided us to the
key published resources as well as those
he had set up especially for local
information – I recall card indexes for
local organisations, schools and hospitals
with key information such as telephone
numbers, addresses and key contacts.
Charles encouraged us to seek answers
to enquiries and only to ask for his help
when stumped! He always stressed that
to be a good reference librarian you
needed to have an enquiring mind and
enjoy tracking down facts and
information.
Above all, though, he was a friendly,
firm and fair person with whom to work.

MONICA ELLISON

TO DO JUSTICE to the life and work of
Charles Toase would take a volume,
equal to that of his fine compendium The
A to Z of Wimbledon. This gives some
indication of the scale of the work of
information-gathering that began when
Charles was a schoolboy in Raynes Park
and continued throughout his long
lifetime spent almost entirely in the
London Borough of Merton.
Charles joined the Wimbledon Society
in 1973 and it was the source of much

Nigel Davies

CHRISTINE GOODAIR

verbal joshing between historian Richard
Milward and himself that Charles had
been a member for almost a decade
before Richard joined. It was only
natural that the interests of these two
very different men coincided, since both
were passionate about the Museum, its
archives and the Local History Group.
On occasions, observers were bemused
at what seemed like the ‘Clash of the
Titans’ over such matters as the route of
the Wimbledon to Charing Cross coach.
In Charles’ favour, it must be said that
he revelled in small discoveries made by
lesser mortals and was ever ready to
prise out information for acolytes who
showed interest, or even simple curiosity
in any aspect of Wimbledon. I for one
remember the gleam in the Toase eye,
when motionless, as a great grey heron,
he waited patiently for a flash of silver in
the local history pool.

SARAH GOULD
Merton Local Heritage Manager

CHARLES TOASE was a longstanding
reference librarian at Wimbledon and
spent much time and effort compiling
card catalogues of local history books,
reference articles and newspapers, many
of which we still rely on today to locate
material and answer local history
enquiries. He was always very supportive
of the Heritage and Local Studies Centre
and would often pop in to source
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information for a book, article or
Museum of Wimbledon enquiry. He was
a quiet and unassuming man and will be
sadly missed by library and heritage
colleagues throughout the borough.

KELLY JONES

CHARLES WAS DEFINITELY ’Mr Toase’
back in 1975 when I was a graduate
trainee in Merton Libraries for a year or
so. I don’t believe I encountered him
again until I started work as Librarian at
Wimbledon High School in 1992, later
taking on the role of Archivist. In the
early 2000s Charles was a regular visitor
to the school Archive, then located in the
basement of the Sixth Form House in
Wimbledon Hill. He had an abiding
interest in the school as his wife, Mary,
had been a pupil in the 1940s, but his
focus then was on recording all the
school’s staff since 1880. The list was
produced in 2005, and is still a very
useful asset. Charles and I were regularly
in contact by email answering queries
for one another – he was always so
generous with help, and I tried to
reciprocate. In recent times I was not
surprised to find myself selling copies
of his A-Z of Wimbledon while on duty in
the Museum, and even sitting next to
him at the Museum Committee
meetings. I think he always had a soft
spot for me, as a fellow librarian, and I
certainly did for him!

n LOC AL H I STORY G ROU P n
MICHAEL NORMAN SMITH, makes some connections to reveal Wimbledon’s importance in the conservation of our national
heritage, and also evokes some memories of a local school and a couple of famous names associated with it.

THE NATIONAL
TRUST was founded in
1895 by three pioneer
conservationists concerned
about the environment and
health of the population.
Of these three – clergyman
Hardwicke Rawnsley,
solicitor Robert Hunter and
social reformer Octavia
Hill – two (Hunter and
Hill) have been found to
have connections with
Wimbledon.
Although of Scottish
ancestry, Robert Hunter’s
roots were in London. At
21 he became a lawyer and
initially worked for Philip
Lawrence in Wimbledon. As
we learned in the Sept 2021
Newsletter, Hunter joined
Sir Henry Peek’s movement
to save Wimbledon
Common, and was ultimately
responsible for defeating
Earl Spencer in court. This
was one of the catalysts for
the formation, by Liberal
MP George Shaw Lefevre, of
the Commons Preservation
Society in 1865, which
campaigned for the public
right to enjoy and protect
commons, including our own
in Wimbledon.
Octavia Hill’s mother,
Caroline Southwood, was
a writer and educational
innovator, and, it seems,
was once a governess in
Wimbledon. While in this
area she met her future
husband, James Hill, and
became his third wife.
Octavia, their second
daughter, was born in 1838
in Wisbech, and clearly took
after her mother, growing
up to be an artist and a

© National Portrait Gallery

Wimbledon’s
part in the
foundation of the
National Trust

Octavia Hill by John Singer Sargent
radical. She was particularly
keen on improving housing
conditions and making open
spaces available to all, saying
“We all want quiet. We all
want beauty ….. we all need
space”. During campaigning
(unsuccessfully) to save
Swiss Cottage Fields, she
met Robert Hunter and
joined the Commons
Preservation Society.
In 1893 a meeting was held
at their Westminster offices
to discuss the formation of
a “National Trust”, which
was finally incorporated in
January 1895 with Hunter –
by then Sir Robert – as its
first Chairman.
Today the National Trust
is the biggest conservation
charity in Europe, protecting
and caring for vast areas
of our national heritage,
and Wimbledon & Putney
Commons played a part in
its formation. It is, therefore,
appropriate that, in 1982,
the Wimbledon Association
of the National Trust was
founded, with the intention

of supporting the National
Trust. Today they organise
talks, social events and
outings to NT sites. Anyone
wishing to join is most
welcome. See their website
at wimbledonnta.org.uk

Rokeby
reminiscences
SEEING THE OBITUARY
last December for Kenneth
V Jones stirred memories
of this talented composer
and conductor, who
started the Wimbledon
Symphony Orchestra in 1961
(following the demise of the
Wimbledon Philharmonic
a few years earlier). Jones
stayed with the orchestra
for 10 years, and during that
time enrolled his son at
Rokeby School.
Rokeby had first opened
in 1877, in Woodhayes Road
almost opposite the site now
occupied by Kings College
School. By 1879 the school
had outgrown the site, and
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moved to a house known as
“Rokeby” in The Downs.
It was still on this site when
Kenneth Jones’ son joined,
but in 1965 the headmaster,
Mr Fisher, decided to sell
off the establishment, to
the alarm of local families.
A rescue campaign was
launched in which Kenneth
Jones played a major role.
Secret meetings were held
and £50,000 was raised. In
1966 the school was found
fresh premises, and a new
lease of life, at its present site
in George Road in Kingston
with Kenneth Jones on the
board of governors.
Since then, of course,
the premises have been
considerably extended
and at some stage the
Honours Boards which had
hung on the walls, naming
illustrious pupils who had
achieved academic success,
mysteriously disappeared.
This caused some concern
among Old Boys, and a search
of the cellars at George Road
led to the rediscovery of these
historic fixtures which had
been stored away.
Another memory of Rokeby
was invoked recently by an
interview on the Talking
Pictures channel with Glyn
Baker, one of the sons of
renowned Welsh film star
Stanley Baker, star of many
films, including “Zulu” and
“The Cruel Sea”. I recalled
seeing Stanley Baker in The
Downs outside the school
in the 1960s, and the former
headteacher, Peter Wicker,
confirmed that at least one
of the three Baker boys was
on the school roll. Research
revealed that the family
had lived in Queensmere
Road from 1956-63. So, we
can add another celebrity
of the silver screen to our
neighbourhood.

n LOC AL H I STORY G ROU P n

Notes from around the table
Several Group members revealed details of their own researches into local items of interest.
SHEILA DUNMAN introduced us to
Henry Harmer, a Victorian builder born
in Wimbledon in 1836, the youngest
of nine children. His father was a
carpenter, and his brothers also became
builders. In 1870, Henry Harmer was
living in the first house built on Worple
Road, later 22. He lived there until
his death in 1926. During the 1870s,
Harmer leased land on Worple Road and
neighbouring roads, building houses on
some of the plots. He built Courthope
Villas, buying the freehold when the
landowner, Kezia Peache, died. He
built the Bank Buildings in Wimbledon
Hill Road and the High Street, rebuilt
the Brewery Tap, and built Joseph
Bazalgette’s house in Arthur Road. By
1881, Harmer employed fifty men. His
estate was valued at £40,000 at his
death: (c.£2.5m today). A bachelor, his
house was left to a great-niece. Harmer
was buried in St Mary’s churchyard: a

Victorian from humble beginnings who
died a very wealthy man.
According to ROSEMARY EVANS the
refurbishment of Raynes Park Methodist
Church in Worple Road has uncovered
some historic features, including some
original fireplaces. A cupboard with
a shutter was revealed, and has been
identified as an early form of lending
library. People would wait outside the
shutter with their pennies to pay to
borrow a book of their choice. It seems
likely that such books would have been
mostly of an “improving” nature.
MATTHEW HILLIER expanded our
knowledge of William Santo Crimp, who
first featured in the Newsletter in the
March 2018 article about Stink Pipes.
Born 1853, Crimp became Engineer

and Surveyor to the Wimbledon Local
Board in 1881, a situation he retained for
nearly 10 years. He regulated and rebuilt
the area’s sewage and drainage systems
which were until then unconnected. In
addition to the stink pipes, it seems he
had the idea of putting ventilation slits
into the octagonal drain covers. This
allowed fresh air to enter preventing
the build-up of dangerous gases, thus
reducing the risk of explosions.

Join us
The Local History Group was formed 51
years ago, and for many decades we have
met on Fridays. We are now changing
this, and our new meetings will be once
a month at 8pm on a Monday, starting
on 10 January 2022. See the Society
website for further details. We welcome
new members and enquiries, and would
encourage everyone to contribute to our
bank of knowledge.

n MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS n

ONE OF THE Museum’s
latest acquisitions is a set of
Second World War medals
belonging to a local
electrician who served in the
Far East. We also have
photographs, his uniform
stripes and flashes, plus the
original postage box for the
medals, chit and instructions
on how to wear them. He
never wore the medals.
Wilfred Ernest (“Bill”)
Ballard was born in Stepney
but moved to Oxford Avenue,
Wimbledon Chase, in 1920,
aged 7. His father was an
accountant. Bill attended
Rutlish School and did well,
apart from French, which
meant he failed the
Matriculation exams. By an
early age, however, he showed
a great interest in all things
electrical and had built
himself a crystal radio.

In 1933 both his parents
died leaving a teenage Bill
unable to care for his brother
with learning difficulties, who
was sent to a home. Bill went
to work in Tottenham Court
Road as a radio and television
trainee. Eventually he set
himself up as an electrical
engineer, rewiring many
houses in Raynes Park and
repairing hundreds of radios
and televisions. He was also
the engineer for Frank Bros.
Bill married Dorothy
when he was just 20. They
lived in a variety of homes,
sometimes separately when
unable to afford suitable
accommodation. At one time
Bill lived in a garage while
Dorothy worked as a
housekeeper. Just before
WWll they moved to Fairway,
Raynes Park with Dorothy’s
parents, and lived there for

© Museum of Wimbledon

A local electrician’s story: Flight Sergeant Wilfred Earnest Ballard (1913-1987)

Bill Ballard’s Medals (from left: 1939-1945 Star, the Burma Star, the
Defence Medal and the 1939-1945 Medal) and uniform flashes (right)
the rest of their lives.
In 1939 electrical engineers
were invited to join the RAF to
train as radar engineers. Bill
joined up and after training
was sent to India in 1943,
travelling by ship via South
Africa. Little is known about
his war service, possibly
secret, but his daughter
recounts that he caught
malaria several times and
suffered badly from sunburn.
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In 1945 Bill turned down the
offer to remain in the RAF and
came home. For his war
service he was awarded the
1939-1945 Star, the Burma Star,
the Defence Medal and the
1939-1945 Medal.
We are most grateful to
Bill’s daughter, Jennifer
Gregory, for the gift of these
items and the story behind
them.

PAMELA GREENWOOD

n PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT n

Merton’s new
Local Plan
impressed by the quality
of the Council’s document
which contained so many
errors that it did not seem to
have been proof-read.
The next stage is for the
Secretary of State to appoint
an Inspector to examine the
plan to determine whether
or not it is sound and legally
compliant. This process is
likely to take many months.

Demolishing new
buildings – why?
WHY WOULD anyone
wish to tear down new, or
relatively new, buildings?
There is an application
to demolish St George’s
House East – the red-brick
fronted office block at the
corner of St George’s Road
and Wimbledon Hill Road –

Merton’s Climate
Change Action
Group
Progress Report
AS REPORTED in the June
Newsletter, the newly-formed
Merton Climate Action
Group was separated into
four themes, and the Group
has been hearing about the
progress of each theme.
The Green Economy theme
has projects in hand including
the Merton Abbey Mills
Circular Economy Hub, and a
series of Terracycling Hubs to
deal with items that are hard
to recycle.
The Greening Merton
theme, which aims to
encourage residents to green
their streets, started with an
initial target of 50 members,
but has now signed up nearly
80 people and is seeking
more involvement from the
Mitcham area.
The Buildings & Energy
theme has proposed a range
of initiatives, including
Green Buildings awards
and Energy Advice Cafes in

sghe.communityuk.live

MERTON COUNCIL
published its final draft of
the new Local Plan in the
summer. This aims to provide
a framework for planning
decisions for the next few
years. It has sections on
planning policies and the
different localities within
the Borough. The latter
sections include details of
sites that are, or may be,
subject to development or
redevelopment in the future.
We sent our response
in September, saying that
while we commended the
Council for producing their
plan during a pandemic, we
considered it was far too long
and failed to address all of
the current needs of the area.
We felt it focussed too much
on developers’ proposals
and should have given more
prominence to climate
change, including the need for
a more proactive approach to
retrofitting current building
stock in order to meet their
climate change objectives.
We also believed that
more imaginative transport
proposals were needed, giving
pedestrians more than simply
the left-over spaces not used
by traffic. We expected more
positive plans for cycle lanes,
pedestrianised streets and
school streets.
Commenting on the
Council’s plans for
Wimbledon, we repeated our
view that no new buildings
should exceed a height of
22 metres (equivalent to
6 storeys). We also reiterated our support for the
independent proposal for a
concert hall on the Hartfield
Road car park site.
Overall, we were not

which was only built in the
1980s. It would be replaced by
another office block. Several
applications have been seen
to demolish large family
homes and replace them with
another family home, usually
in a different style and with a
basement.
Sometimes, there will be
good reasons to demolish
an existing building and to
construct something new.
However, in a time of climate
emergency it should not
become the norm to do so.
The demolition of an
existing building will
generate a large volume of
carbon dioxide, followed by
a substantially larger volume
for the rebuilding, particularly
in the manufacture of the
concrete, bricks and other
components and fittings that
will be required. If the present
building is still serviceable,
refurbishment would be a
much more economical and
sustainable solution. If some
improvement is required,
extending or adapting the
existing building would be
preferable.

The proposed 12-storey high office and shops complex to replace St George’s House East
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n PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT n
the use of glyphosate would
be very expensive, requiring
either manual weeding or the
use of steam or foam.
She did promise that the
Council would continue
to explore the use of
alternatives.

schools and elsewhere.
The Transport theme is
investigating projects such
as The Big Pedal (a nationwide Sustrans initiative to
promote active journeys to
school); Cycle Buddies (a
scheme putting prospective
cyclists in touch with more
experienced local cyclists) and
a Neighbourhood Car-Free
Day to be held later this year.
To become involved with
the Group, check the website
at https://public.govdelivery.
com/accounts/UKLBM/
signup/19626 for regular
updates.

Nice but nasty!
HIMALAYAN BALSAM may
have pretty flowers, but it is
an invasive plant species and
to cause it to grow in the wild
is an offence.
There is some Himalayan
Balsam on Council land
near Wimbledon Rugby
Club’s ground and the edge
of the Common. We alerted
Merton to this and they have
instructed their contractor,
idVerde, to remove it.

Himalayan Balsam (above);
work in progress on the roof of
Dorset Hall (below)

WIMBLEDON IS BLESSED
with many open spaces,
street trees and trees in
private gardens. We see many
planning applications for
tree works – sometimes to
prune them and sometimes to
remove them completely.
Where there is a good
reason to demolish a tree –
maybe because it is diseased
– this is understandable.
However, in most cases
the detail on the Council’s
planning portal gives no
information other than the
type of tree. By checking
the list of Tree Preservation
Orders, it is sometimes
possible to see that a tree of
the same type at the same
location is protected, but there
is no indication of whether
this is the same tree as in the
application.
Applicants wishing to
remove a tree should give
sufficient detail to identify
the tree and the reason
for demolishing it and this
information should be
published on the Council’s site.
Where approval is given to
remove a tree, the Council
should adopt the “Tree Years”
policy, whereby new trees are

planted, either at the same
location or elsewhere, that
total the age of the tree to be
removed.

Dorset Hall, a
progress update
BARBARA GORNA, Chair of
the Dorset Hall Group Ltd,
tells us that the Group are
working with the Clarion
Housing Association and
Merton Council on the future
of Dorset Hall, the former
home of Rose Lamartine
Yates (see Newsletter March
2021, p8). The Group has
already saved Dorset Hall
from dereliction, and now
Historic England and Merton
Council have finally agreed
repair works to the roof and
these are currently underway.
Clarion have agreed to
partially fund a feasibility
study on the future of the
building – the remaining
funds will be raised via
architectural bodies keen to
preserve the house.
The study will take from
three to six months to
complete, and the Dorset
Hall Group will be consulting
with heritage and community
specialists on the best way
forward. Negotiations with
fundraising bodies are
currently underway.

© Simon Hood

FOLLOWING AN earlier
exchange with Merton
Council, we have written
again to urge them to
stop using glyphosate as a
weedkiller throughout the
Borough.
Glyphosate is a herbicide
that was developed in the
1970s and has been used
worldwide. However, in the
last ten years a number of
studies have led to concerns
about the side effects on
the environment and also
on humans. For instance,
in March 2015 the World
Health Organisation classified
glyphosate as “probably
carcinogenic in humans”.
Several councils, including
some London Boroughs, have
now stopped using glyphosate
and use other forms of
weedkiller. However, Natasha
Irons, the Cabinet Member
for the Local Environment
and Green Spaces, addressing
a recent meeting of Friends
of the Earth, said that
glyphosate use in Merton
was restricted to streets. In
parks it was only used to deal
with Japanese knotweed. She
added that a complete stop to

© Udo Schmidt, cc-by-sa-2.0

Council urged
again to ban
glyphosate

Demolishing
trees – shouldn’t
we know why?
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n MUSEUM REFURBISHMENT n

Wimbledon’s Museum
Museum Director JACQUELINE LAURENCE brings us up to date with the progress of the work on the Museum.
many years, as well as to the
current trustees for their
decisiveness and vision!
We can now go ahead with
drafting and finalizing the
terms of the contract, after
which the work can begin.
The infrastructure of the
museum will be built off site.
Meanwhile the Wimbledon
Village Hall Trust’s application
for Listed Building Consent to
carry out the base build works
was granted at the end of
October. Plumbing and
electrical work is already in
hand and works to level the
floor will hopefully begin in
December. We are so grateful
to the Trust for its generosity
in carrying out the base build
works, so that the museum
room will be ready for the
beautiful new cases and
displays designed by Philip.
These will be installed in
2022. Once that is done
there will be a pause to
allow any gases which
might be harmful to the
museum objects to
dissipate. Then we will
start to populate the
beautiful new conservation
grade cases, and prepare for
a grand reopening, hopefully
in June 2022.
In September we applied
to Merton Council for
Community Infrastructure

Levy (CIL) funding to pay for
the conservation of the
objects to go on display, and
to fund an exciting
programme of events and
activities in the museum
when we reopen. To our
delight we have been awarded
a grant of £50,000. Our newly
formed Engagement Group is
consulting with schools,
young families, and with
older people, including those
living with dementia and
their carers. We have had help
from those who run the
Community Programmes at
the AELTC’s museum and at
the Museum of Richmond, as
we begin to plan our offer.
In the future we will be
open on two weekdays

as well as at weekends. We
need volunteers to man the
museum during these opening
times, as well as to run all the
new activities. Some of these
will take place in the museum,
but we are also hoping to take
the museum out into the
world, with a programme of
special talks and workshops
to be offered to schools,
nurseries and care homes.
If you are interested in
helping with any of this, as
a volunteer, please get in
touch – museumdirector@
wimbledonsociety.org.uk

Impressions
of the new look
for the Museum by
Philip Simpson Designs

© Philip Simpson Design

THE REFURBISHMENT of
the Museum is gathering
pace. Philip Simpson’s lovely
design was approved by the
Wimbledon Society Board in
August, and you can see some
of his drawings below. The
new displays are grouped
around a series of themes,
with a number of specific
stories for each theme. The
displays will engage with
some of Wimbledon’s more
difficult histories, as well as
narratives of some of its
finest hours and favourite
characters. In addition to
being a wonderful resource
for life long learning, the
museum will be a beautiful
new space for the community.
We had a bad shock when
the tenders came in for the
work comprised in Philip’s
contract for the fit-out of the
Museum. Extraordinary
pressures in the market had
driven up prices, and we were
disproportionally affected
because ours is a
comparatively small project.
Fortunately the Society has
made a further generous
contribution to the cost,
made possible by the
existence of reserves, built up
in order to be able to fund
major projects. We are
thankful for the prudence and
foresight of the trustees over
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n LOCAL PUBS n

Pubs of Wimbledon Town and Village
CLIVE WHICHELOW offers
a short summary of the
fascinating history 0f
Wimbledon’s pubs
IN 1881 an inquest was
taking place following the
alleged murder by poisoning
of 18 year-old Percy Malcolm
John by his brother-inlaw Doctor George Henry
Lamson. This was one of the
most notorious murders in
Wimbledon’s history though
the inquest was not taking
place in a coroner’s court
but in the Mansel Arms pub
opposite Wimbledon station.
The case eventually went to
the Old Bailey where Lamson
was found guilty and hanged
the following year.
Today we usually think of
pubs as simply somewhere
to get a drink, or perhaps a
meal, but in years gone by
they fulfilled an amazing
variety of roles. They were
estate agents, betting shops,
A&E departments, music
halls, auction rooms, sports
venues and meeting places
for trades unions and many
other clubs and societies.
Before the twentieth century
the pub was perhaps the
most important place in
the town.
The publicans too were
important members of
the community. In the
eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries vestry meetings
held at St Mary’s church in
the village were adjourned to
local pubs such as the Rose &
Crown or the Dog & Fox, and
the landlords of those inns
would play an important role
in deciding village matters
such as law and order,
upkeep of the roads, the
welfare of the poor etc.
It was the vestry committee
that set up the workhouse
in Camp Road in 1752 and

also the charity school (the
octagonal school) in the
same road in 1757. In 1838
the vestry appointed two
special constables following
the attack of a man on
Wimbledon Common. One of
the constables was the miller,
Thomas Dann, who also kept
an eye out for duels being
fought near the windmill.
At this time ‘Wimbledon’
just meant what we now call
the Village. As late as the
1860s it was possible to walk
down Wimbledon Hill, across
fields and not see another
building until you got to
Merton High Street. The only
exception was the station
and the stationmaster’s
house which had been there
since 1838 – ten years before
Waterloo station was built.
An 1874 painting in the
Wimbledon Society’s
collection shows a farmer
driving a flock of sheep along
a country lane. We know
it better now as Worple
Road. When the All England
Croquet club (later the lawn
tennis club) moved there in
1869 one of the reasons for
doing so was the cheapness
of the land.
The first pub to open up
in ‘New Wimbledon’ was the
Horse and Groom (now the
Garden Shed), which was
in Haydons Road by 1838.

It was surrounded by fields
and farmland until the first
roads were laid out nearby
in the 1850s: North, East
and South Roads. Before
long they too had their own
small beershops which were
often run as sidelines by
tradesmen as their names
suggest – e.g. the Joiners
Arms, Plasterers Arms, etc.
Perhaps one of the most
ambitious pubs was the
Duke of Edinburgh in
Kingston Road, which stood
where the fire station now
stands. When it opened
in 1870 the owner placed
an advertisement in the
Morning Advertiser listing its
attractions: ‘rooms suitable
for masonic banquets,
assemblies, clubs, sales by
auction, public meetings and
beanfeasts. Cricket, croquet,
bowls, quoits, gymnasium,
etc, etc’. A few months later
he was advertising his ‘music
hall’ at the pub every Monday
and Saturday and mentioned
the bowling green, football
field and cricket pitch as well
as livery and bait stables. He
later added a skittle ground
and offered a printed tariff of
dinners that could be sent to
interested parties.
Other pubs, such as the
Freeman Arms (later The
Broadway) advertised
shooting matches with prizes
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of a ‘fat pig’ or a ‘fat ox,
while the Sultan in Norman
Road was used as a changing
room for Wimbledon FC in
the 1890s when they played
at the recreation ground in
Quicks Road.
In more modern times
the Prince of Wales at the
top of Hartfield Road had a
lunchtime theatre club in the
mid-1970s run by local actor
Michael Robbins and his
actress wife, Hal Dyer.
In recent years we have
sadly lost a few of our local
pubs: the Brewery Tap in the
village High Street, which was
a reminder of the Wimbledon
Brewery which once stood
next door, the King of
Denmark in the Ridgway,
which gave its name to local
roads, The Plough in Plough
Lane which also gave its name
to the road in which it stood,
and several other pubs.
When these pubs close
we lose some of our most
historic buildings and the
associations attached to
them. No other shop or
business in Wimbledon has
a history as long as some
of these pubs and, perhaps
due to the frequency of
such closures now, they are
merely met with a shrug of
the shoulders.
Perhaps we should value
our old pubs more. As Hilaire
Belloc once said: ‘When you
have lost your inns, drown
your empty selves for you will
have lost the last of England’.
Adapted from Pubs of
Wimbledon Village (Past
& Present) and Pubs of
Wimbledon Town (Past &
Present) by Clive Whichelow,
which can be obtained
through the Wimbledon
Society website/shop, at local
bookshops or direct from
enigmapublishing.co.uk

n E C O - F R I E N D LY L I V I N G n

http://www.bigyellow.co.uk/
Get some space in your life.

Greenwatch
HEATING OUR
HOMES BUT
NOT THE PLANET

ENERGY USED to heat and
power buildings in Merton
makes up around 81% of the
Borough’s greenhouse gas
inventory (the inventory
includes all direct emissions
within the borough and
indirect emissions from gridsupplied energy).
98% of all homes in Merton
have gas heating and are
responsible for the largest
share of Merton’s emissions.
Well over half of Merton’s
88,000 homes are not yet
efficient enough to make the
necessary move away from
natural gas central heating to
low carbon alternatives.
In order to be net-zero
carbon, by 2050, all buildings
must be highly energy
efficient to reduce the amount
of energy used, mainly by
investing in loft, wall and floor
insulation and replacing doors
and windows. All homes,
businesses and organisations
must replace natural gas
central heating and cooking
with a low carbon alternative

Solar panels can reduce energy
costs by 70 percent and save
thousands of pounds over their
lifetime

such as heat pumps and
electric cookers.
In addition, from 2025
it is almost certain that
only non-fossil fuel boilers
will be allowed under the
Government’s Future Homes
Scheme. So gas and oil boilers
will not be permitted in new
buildings.
Two key changes all householders can make are to take
steps to make their homes as
energy efficient as reasonably
possible and to replace
existing gas boilers with more
sustainable alternatives.
Clean, low carbon
alternatives include: heat
pumps, infrared heating
panels, hot water and
solar PV panels or some
combination of these.
More information on both
these subjects can be found
in the Buildings and Energy
Section of the Climate
Change area on Merton’s
website including a link to the
Energy Saving Trust’s website
which has a lot of information
on reducing heat loss and
details of grants available.
https://www.merton.gov.
uk/planning-and-buildings/
sustainability-and-climatechange/buildings-and-energy
A clear guide to alternatives
to gas boilers can be found at
www.boilerguide.cu.uk
Sustainable Merton’s
recently published Energy
Saving Handbook is a stepby-step guide with advice
on making simple changes
that will help the planet,
save you money and
reduce your energy
consumption. https://www.
sustainablemerton.org/energy
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SUSANNA RIVIERE offers a simple guide to advice on low carbon home power and heating alternatives.

An air heat pump

Surveyors, Valuers & Estate Agents

At the heart of the community
We are pleased to support the Wimbledon Society

Sales 020 8947 9833

I

Lettings 020 8879 9669

www.robertholmes.co.uk

The Wimbledon Society was founded in 1903. It is a Registered Charity (No 1164261), and a company limited by guarantee (No 9818707).
Annual subscription rates: Individual £15; Couple/family £20; Affiliated: £25. To join, please visit the Society’s website at wimbledonsociety.org.uk/join-the-society
The Museum and Bookshop (020 8296 9914), 22 Ridgway, near Lingfield Road, are open from 2.30 to 5.00pm Saturday and Sunday. Admission free.
Data Protection. The Wimbledon Society is registered with the Information Commissioner’s Office for Data Protection Purposes as a data controller under the
Data Protection Act 1998, reg no: ZA244625. All personal information supplied to the Society by members will be used solely for communication with them concerning
the Society’s Membership, Governance, Events, and only matters concerning the Society. It will not be shared with any other organisation, except where there is a
Statutory obligation to do so. Full details of our Privacy Policy are published on our website.
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